
1 

 

 

 

The University of Notre Dame released a list of emerging ethical dilemmas and 

policy issues in science and technology (for 2017). 

This think tank report Governing with Collective Intelligence discusses how 

governments could engage citizens and others outside government to improve 

planning and policymaking. 

Australia has two think tanks on a global ranking of international think tanks by 

the University of Pennsylvania. 

After a literature review identifying methods of monitoring emergency 

management teams, two methods of team monitoring were chosen for further 

evaluation – this paper discusses the results. Increasingly dangerous fire weather 

is forecast as the global footprint of extreme fires expands, according to this 

research.  

This re-blogged think tank press release questions a one in two out approach to 

regulation in government. 

This study looked at how senior environment ministers and bureaucrats in 

Canada and Australia use scientific knowledge. It highlights the importance of 

social factors such as communication, trust and collaboration in providing for 

the successful of adoption science in policy decisions. 

The Canadian Advisory Council on Economic Growth released a second set of 

recommendations about Canada’s economic potential and innovation to drive 

growth. Australia released a 2016 Performance Review of the Australian Innovation, 

Science and Research System. 

Community Council for Australia (CCA) is mounting a campaign to name and 

shame ministers and senior bureaucrats that block the harmonisation of 

fundraising regulations in Australia. 

This UK report estimated that about a quarter of public-sector workers are 

employed in administrative and operative roles which have a high probability 

of automation. The Australian Senate is to conduct an inquiry into the possibility 

of moving more Commonwealth Agencies out of major population centres and 

into country areas. 

The Province of Ontario (in Canada) is making college and university free for 

more than 210,000 students starting this September. 
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Mega-trends 

Over 20 other countries, notably Japan and Argentina, have systems that 

favour rural voters, sometimes with serious policy consequences. 

BP identified six mega-trends that could shape the future of energy (and here.) 

An Independent Review into the Future Security of the National Electricity Market will 

be chaired by Australia’s Chief Scientist Dr Alan Finkel (here.) 

Singapore’s Professor Chan Heng Chee outlined five megatrends that young 

scientists (and the city) will have to contend with to 2030. See a Committee on 

the Future Economy report (from Singapore.) 

Source  for infographic 

http://reillytop10.com/
http://nesta.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db62b5694f0d8093140a6b62e&id=3e24da527c&e=7a5ba54953
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=think_tanks
https://ajem.infoservices.com.au/items/AJEM-32-01-10
https://ajem.infoservices.com.au/items/AJEM-32-01-10
http://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-016-0058
http://www.env-econ.net/2017/01/the-institute-for-policy-integritys-statement-on-trump-executive-order-on-regulation.html
https://academic.oup.com/spp/article-abstract/40/4/529/1635319/Managing-the-environmental-science-policy-nexus-in?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://www.budget.gc.ca/aceg-ccce/home-accueil-en.html
http://www.budget.gc.ca/aceg-ccce/home-accueil-en.html
https://industry.gov.au/Innovation-and-Science-Australia/Documents/ISA-system-review/index.html
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2017/02/sector-name-shame-obstructionist-fundraising-regulators/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=c404137dd2-News_Bulletin_9_8_168_9_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-c404137dd2-146786497&mc_cid=c404137dd2&mc_eid=6b3c7cf156
https://www2.deloitte.com/uk/en/pages/public-sector/articles/state-of-the-state.html
https://news.ontario.ca/mof/en/2017/02/strategic-investments-creating-foundation-for-prosperity.html
mailto:kate.delaney@jrcs.net.au
http://links.ims.mkt3901.com/ctt?kn=33&ms=MTYyNTk5MzYS1&r=MzEwMTkwMTM4NjUyS0&b=0&j=OTQwMzE3NjU5S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://www.bp.com/en/global/corporate/bp-magazine/observations/six-megatrends-that-can-shape-energy-future.html
http://www.nextbigfuture.com/2017/01/bp-forecasts-world-economy-to-double-by.html
http://www.chiefscientist.gov.au/2017/01/media-release-public-consultations-to-inform-national-electricity-blueprint/
https://www.asianscientist.com/2017/01/features/gyss2017-chan-heng-chee/
https://www.gov.sg/~/media/cfe/downloads/cfe%20report.pdf?la=en
http://www.fcltglobal.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/fclt-global-rising-to-the-challenge.pdf?sfvrsn=0
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Countries which choose renewable energy sources over fossil fuels energy (wind and 

solar power) fail to enhance or promote economic growth (as measured by GDP), it 

actually causes economies to flat-line - from an in-depth study of more than 100 

countries over 40 years. 

A PEW research piece (cross national survey) on national identity indicates that only 

13% of Australians, 21% of Canadians, 32% of Americans and a median of 33% of 

Europeans believe that it is very important for a person to be born in their country in 

order to be considered a true national. 

The United States actually suffers from a problem of too little creation – not too 

much destruction – economic and job creation are rapidly slowing down. 

China's economic policy choices are narrowing (and another article.) 

The establishment of university-affiliated incubators is often followed by a reduction 

in the quality of university innovations, according to a new study.  

 

Assumption busting 

Changing workplace  

This analysis looks at where machines could replace humans – and where they can’t 

(yet.) 

Telecommuting provides employees flexibility, but this research suggests it add hours 

to the workweek with little to no extra pay. 

A study suggests that Uber hasn’t reduced the number of traditional taxi driver jobs, 

but, the average hourly earnings of traditional taxi drivers have fallen by around 10 

percent in cities. 

This article discusses collaborations between neuroscientists and architects (e.g. light 

in the built environment’s impact on people.)  

 

A new book tackles the reasons 

why we consistently under-

prepare for disasters. (Video here) 

Policy-making  

A body of research (here and here) says the complexity of a country's exports – 

not just their diversity but the expertise and technological infrastructure required 

to produce them – is a better predictor of future economic growth than factors 

economists have historically focused on, such as capital and education. So 

What? The effectiveness of redistributive policy is limited because inequality is 

also determined by your underlying industrial structure. 

This briefing paper unpacks policy debates on manufacturing (why jobs were 

lost; why jobs went offshore; what’s the right amount of manufacturing for 

America; and whether manufacturing can return) and presents 10 strategic 

principles that should guide efforts to restore U.S. manufacturing. This Ted Talk 

discusses the next manufacturing revolution. 

This article discusses how to combine predictive analytics (data) and 

behavioural economics (‘nudges’) together. This study suggests policymakers 

must be careful to not threaten autonomy (choice / nudge), even if it is for the 

public good. This summary presents ideas (notes from a NZ conference) on 

‘people-centred policy: through behavioural insights, design thinking and better 

use of data.’ This article describes how to use big data to determine if there is 

tacit price collusion (e.g. they found it in Perth petrol prices) – a new challenge 

for competition policy (and policy-makers). 

The ‘growth mindset’ idea that has heavily influenced teaching practices in 

many countries is being questioned. Children with graduate nursery teachers 

achieve only slightly more by the end of Reception than children with 

unqualified teachers (UK research).  

This article suggests there is little evidence to support ‘predictive policing’ 

approaches.  

 

This report describes a New Zealand 

experience of building policy 

capability in a government 

department … 

https://phys.org/news/2017-02-choice-green-energy-economic-growth.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
http://www.pewglobal.org/2017/02/01/what-it-takes-to-truly-be-one-of-us/
http://eig.org/dynamism?utm_source=SSTI+Weekly+Digest&utm_campaign=4f8c61b213-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_02_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ecf5992d4c-4f8c61b213-212412401
http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2017/01/02/more-economic-uncertainty-hangs-over-china/
http://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/china/what-can-we-expect-in-china-in-2017?cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck-oth-1701
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sej.1242/abstract
http://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/digital-mckinsey/our-insights/where-machines-could-replace-humans-and-where-they-cant-yet?cid=other-eml-ttn-mkq-mck-oth-1612
https://academic.oup.com/sf/article-abstract/95/1/217/2427137/Telecommuting-and-Earnings-Trajectories-Among?redirectedFrom=fulltext
http://technologyreview.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47c1a9cec9749a8f8cbc83e78&id=93ef7424cd&e=3cd3b26720
http://www.pnas.org/content/114/5/785.full
http://wdp.wharton.upenn.edu/book/ostrich-paradox/?&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=salon&utm_campaign=ostrich-paradox&utm_content=link
http://wdp.wharton.upenn.edu/book/ostrich-paradox/?&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=salon&utm_campaign=ostrich-paradox&utm_content=link
https://phys.org/news/2017-02-products-countries-export-good-predictor.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0305750X15309876
https://itif.org/publications/2017/01/31/ten-principles-guide-trump-administrations-manufacturing-strategy
https://www.bcgperspectives.com/ted-at-bcg/?utm_source=201701TEDTT&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=otr#video/AyWtIwwEgS0
https://dupress.deloitte.com/dup-us-en/deloitte-review/issue-16/behavioral-economics-predictive-analytics.html?id=us:2em:3na:dup992:eng:dup:021517:dr16
http://www.futurity.org/free-will-libertarian-paternalism-1336012-2/?utm_source=Futurity+Today&utm_campaign=f5b09951e5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_01_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e34e8ee443-f5b09951e5-206321769
http://apo.org.au/files/Resource/people-centred-policy-gen-conference-workshops-7-dec-2016-v2.pdf
https://theconversation.com/new-research-shows-how-petrol-retailers-pushed-prices-up-in-perth-72792?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2013%202017%20-%2067474939&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2013%202017%20-%2067474939+CID_1e0747b4909924afc1d5208f6f549a78&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=New%20research%20shows%20how%20petrol%20retailers%20pushed%20prices%20up%20in%20Perth
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2017/01/mindset-theory-a-popular-idea-in-education-may-be-trouble.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Science%20of%20Us%20-%20January%2018%2C%202017&utm_term=Subscription%20List%20-%20Science%20of%20Us%20%281%20Year%29
http://cep.lse.ac.uk/pubs/download/dp1468.pdf
https://singularityhub.com/2017/02/02/could-predictive-policing-lead-to-a-real-life-minority-report/?utm_source=Singularity+Hub+Newsletter&utm_campaign=44e2aaf355-Hub_Daily_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f0cf60cdae-44e2aaf355-57437661
http://apo.org.au/files/Resource/building-policy-capability-in-the-ministry-for-culture-and-heritage.pdf
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In 2016, Amazon received a patent for aerial fulfillment centers – i.e. blimp 

warehouses that would float 45,000 feet in the sky and deliver products with 

precision-guided UAVs.  

An opinion piece discusses how scientific cartels ‘game the system,’ i.e. band 

together to cite each other’s work (and how difficult it is to prove.)  

This company has devised a program to execute quick stock trades to take 

advantage of President Donald Trump's Twitter habits (speaking about 

individual companies. Profits go to an animal welfare company. 

Despite the potential of additive manufacturing, this research suggests that 

near-term expectations for it are overblown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science & technology 

The Internet & beyond 

The inability to predict how someone will 

interpret empirical evidence is the giant 

wrench stuck in the gears of the science 

literacy machine. 

 

A larger image of the comparative costs of 

energy (conventional vs alternative) is here. 

Solar is now the cheapest form of energy in ≈ 60 

countries. 

This article looks at how a city’s shortage of affordable housing has been made 

worse by home-sharing sites; tenants are hiring private investigators to fight 

back. Britain's government announced plans to build 17 new towns and villages 

across the English countryside in a bid to ease a chronic housing shortage. 

Portable, affordable houses will be built and located on vacant government 

land (Vic Roads); the units can be moved if the government needs the land to 

build roads. This opinion piece says housing policy needs to target tax breaks 

towards affordable rental housing, not supply. This article discusses architectural 

education including institutions that are providing it fee free in some instances. 

This research examines the link between density and the costs of providing 

infrastructure in New Zealand. Higher-density areas incur lower infrastructure 

costs for roading and water supply than areas of lower density. The relationship 

is stronger for these forms of infrastructure than it is for storm water, the costs of 

which increase comparatively slowly as density increases (waste water costs 

appear unrelated to density). This study looks at urban density, building 

efficiency and energy use. 

The world’s first printed footbridge has been put up in Madrid. 

This Deloitte article discusses the use of behavioural economics in city design / 

urban planning. There is a series of articles on behavioural economics and 

management here.  Researchers made simple changes to road signs to get 

drivers to turn off their idling engines (for environment and public health ends.) 

 

 

Urban 

The US National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

released The National Broadband Research Agenda detailing key priorities for 

broadband research and data.  

In a new report, Gartner's industry analysts say: ‘Sustained success in social 

marketing now requires paid advertising.’  

Apple has released its first research paper. It’s about how to train an AI 

algorithm to be better at facial recognition. 

This article discusses targeting political ads based on people’s personality profile 

(derived from online data) and its use in election / referendum campaigns (e.g. 

BREXIT and the American 2016 election.) 

The Journal of Infectious Diseases released a special issue on recent advances 

of big data in strengthening disease surveillance, monitoring medical adverse 

events, informing transmission models, and tracking patient sentiments and 

mobility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.inverse.com/article/25761-amazon-aerial-fulfillment-centers-blimp-drone-warehouses?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=inverse&utm_campaign=photo
https://www.inverse.com/article/25761-amazon-aerial-fulfillment-centers-blimp-drone-warehouses?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=inverse&utm_campaign=photo
https://www.statnews.com/2017/01/13/citation-cartels-science/
https://www.t-3.com/works/the-trump-and-dump-bot/
http://sloanreview.mit.edu/article/getting-past-the-hype-about-3-d-printing/?utm_source=Publicaster&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=FR+2%2f16%2f17+-+Reframing+Growth&utm_content=Getting+Past+the+Hype+About+3-D+Printing
http://phys.org/news/2017-01-anti-vaccination-movement-science.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
http://phys.org/news/2017-01-anti-vaccination-movement-science.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
https://c1cleantechnicacom-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/files/2016/12/low-solar-energy-costs-wind-energy-costs-LCOE-Lazard-copy.png
http://m.dailykos.com/story/2017/1/1/1615247/-Solar-now-cheapest-new-form-of-energy-in-nearly-60-countries
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-12-27/prying-eyes-are-watching-airbnb-customers-as-tenants-fight-back?utm_source=MIT+TR+Newsletters&utm_campaign=ca9509e208-The_Download&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_997ed6f472-ca9509e208-153869665
http://newslink.uk.reuters.com/click/8509741.6547/aHR0cDovL3VrLnJldXRlcnMuY29tL2FydGljbGUvdWstYnJpdGFpbi1ob3VzaW5nLWlkVUtLQk4xNE0wSEc_ZmVlZFR5cGU9bmwmZmVlZE5hbWU9dWtkYWlseWludmVzdG9y/5510c63f3b35d0ae4d931bcbC30de218d
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2017/01/affordable-portable-homes-built-vacant-government-land/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=edad1d5685-News_Bulletin_9_8_168_9_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-edad1d5685-146786497&mc_cid=edad1d5685&mc_eid=6b3c7cf156
https://theconversation.com/why-housing-supply-shouldnt-be-the-only-policy-tool-politicians-cling-to-72586?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2014%202017%20-%2067544944&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20February%2014%202017%20-%2067544944+CID_592a4f1b941a4efc360def022305d070&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Why%20housing%20supply%20shouldnt%20be%20the%20only%20policy%20tool%20politicians%20cling%20to
https://www.fastcodesign.com/3067656/free-architecture-school-its-not-as-crazy-as-it-sounds
https://www.fastcodesign.com/3067656/free-architecture-school-its-not-as-crazy-as-it-sounds
http://apo.org.au/files/Resource/do_denser_urban_areas_save_on_infrastructure_evidence_from_new_zealand_territorial_authorities.pdf
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/01/03/1606035114
http://emailatompublishing.co.uk/l/WjsxgZpHqYdxLKsntmMn7A/OBEznHpDdB7VSxQwUdeOsw/r7EiJwxsPp072Zq28S2NTg
https://dupress.deloitte.com/dup-us-en/deloitte-review/issue-20/people-for-smarter-cities-collective-intelligence-decision-making.html?id=us:2em:3na:dup3560:awa:cons:02092017
https://dupress.deloitte.com/dup-us-en/focus/behavioral-economics.html
https://www.uea.ac.uk/about/-/study-examines-how-behavioural-science-can-help-tackle-problem-of-idling-engines
http://ssti.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b83ca94cd43c0588e1cc5785&id=613da0478f&e=3dfb27a737
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-advertising-socialmedia-idUSKCN12326L
http://technologyreview.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47c1a9cec9749a8f8cbc83e78&id=2c1ff927d9&e=3cd3b26720
http://motherboard.vice.com/read/big-data-cambridge-analytica-brexit-trump
https://academic.oup.com/jid/article/214/suppl_4/S375/2527914/Big-Data-for-Infectious-Disease-Surveillance-and
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This book argues that empathy is a victim to 

two thinking errors – innumeracy and the 

spotlight effect – that affect both major 

policy decisions and individual choices we 

make daily. 

This article and this research paper look at what happens when we consider 

abnormal behavior as ‘bad’ behavior rather than ‘abnormal.’ (We look at 

options that include bad behavior and dismiss options that are based on 

abnormal behavior.)  

The more scientific curiosity a respondent exhibited, the less likely they were to 

fall into the trap of politicised scientific thinking (according to one research 

study.) A study found people who have experienced significant adversity in 

their lives are more likely to gravitate toward an extreme spot on the ideological 

spectrum.  

This article reported on a study that found that describing universal health care 

as a way of preventing ‘unclean, infected and diseased Americans’ was much 

more persuasive with conservatives than pitching it as a matter of fairness. 

This report recommends approaches for scientists to adopt when doing any 

evidence-based communication with decision-makers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What if thinking 

Society  

An Edelman survey finds a ‘global implosion’ in people’s trust for business, 

government, the media, and NGOs. This think tank report discusses the culture 

and politics of fear, and populism in the United Kingdom, Germany, France, 

Spain, Poland and Sweden. This article looks at why people vote for the more 

incompetent candidate. People become more hard-headed in their political 

beliefs when provided with contradictory evidence (study). 

This PhD looks at a concept called ‘extractive violence’ in Indigenous 

communities in Sweden and Australia. 

In a study American research found that, among middle and high schoolers, 

having a friend commit a violent act dramatically increased the likelihood that 

you would, too. Nonverbal signals, such as disapproving looks and tones of 

voice, were enough to teach social biases to children (study.) The results of a 

recent study suggest choosing more effective textbooks can boost student 

achievement just as much as hiring better teachers and at virtually no cost to 

schools. A Century of Grading Research: Meaning and Value in the Most 

Common Educational Measure is the lead article in a centennial issue of 

Review of Educational Research. Here is research on the benefits of early 

childhood education in the U.S. Police-style body cameras are being worn by 

teachers in England to stop pupil disruption.  

 

 

 

Frames / framing 

This ‘what if’ article considers how driverless cars might affect organ donations 

(which already run behind need) – at least until we can print organs (i.e. 3D 

printing.) 

Researchers have developed a new type of 'early warning system' that will 

provide more accurate predictions of sovereign debt crises and how long they 

are likely to last. 

This ARUP publication An Introduction to Corporate Foresight provides an 

introduction to foresight and examples in the built environment. Here is an 

article on the benefits of long term thinking in a corporate setting and a 

Corporate Horizon Index – from McKinsey.  

The APF (Association of Professional Futurists) developed a Foresight 

Competency Model. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Against-Empathy-Case-Rational-Compassion/dp/0062339338?tag=sciofus-20
http://www.vox.com/the-big-idea/2017/1/10/14220790/normalization-trump-psychology-cognitive-science
https://osf.io/preprints/psyarxiv/g7cqk
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pops.12396/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/pops.12396/abstract
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1948550616675668
https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2017/02/the-simple-psychological-trick-to-political-persuasion/515181/
https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/events/documents/think-tank-risk-recommendations.pdf
http://www.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=3e0fbfa662&e=8b89afd4db
https://www.demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/DEMJ5104_nothing_to_fear_report_140217_WEBv1.pdf
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/17-056_4135db8f-5640-494c-92e8-181568e8b4e1.pdf
http://www.nature.com/articles/srep39589
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-02/uu-eih020617.php
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/abs/10.2105/AJPH.2016.303550
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0956797616678930
http://connect.brookings.edu/e1t/c/*VnLXVN3CfqXCW53r0Zk6SSsJf0/*W6_w37391KDdHVmYqwp3wMHvY0/5/f18dQhb0S83b8Y9Wm6W8lqkn64T_wyHVdnLG88qCvqTVscX6N1VbPj2W53DQ4N7s5LskW5m7CkJ6yBqL8W5682vh2LWDNsW54Wx4G5ltp9DN1ThkFwJpjV3W7Mbdkz6yMRt5W4f1tN131mtZpW2L7WPr4hrcXsN4hflc9HG7sCN8X4NJXK3HBYW2MD9tM5m38pVW8Ctc_r1phmTRV4mxn_1qPwtpW5wL96L1q-9sZN65kbh0Qj8c3W3QGqdS64R3dSW1l5v-Z55nSC9W1VJH714c2Rr9W3d8Tfx32p-C3W4cMfVr3Kqlz7W2KFZxK3Z7cK-W8PXmZb3ygvH8N8c3mppJ669QW7vTv2f21r8MYW6tv6St2xwldyW2vy05T4J35S4W2N6LNd6B0_Q9W5QtrJb58S66hW92X8Ny2jN_jCW5kxcvd8Jv9dgMmRw0W9ZLgmf6_xsps11
http://connect.brookings.edu/e1t/c/*VnLXVN3CfqXCW53r0Zk6SSsJf0/*W6_w37391KDdHVmYqwp3wMHvY0/5/f18dQhb0S83b8Y9Wm6W8lqkn64T_wyHVdnLG88qCvqTVscX6N1VbPj2W53DQ4N7s5LskW5m7CkJ6yBqL8W5682vh2LWDNsW54Wx4G5ltp9DN1ThkFwJpjV3W7Mbdkz6yMRt5W4f1tN131mtZpW2L7WPr4hrcXsN4hflc9HG7sCN8X4NJXK3HBYW2MD9tM5m38pVW8Ctc_r1phmTRV4mxn_1qPwtpW5wL96L1q-9sZN65kbh0Qj8c3W3QGqdS64R3dSW1l5v-Z55nSC9W1VJH714c2Rr9W3d8Tfx32p-C3W4cMfVr3Kqlz7W2KFZxK3Z7cK-W8PXmZb3ygvH8N8c3mppJ669QW7vTv2f21r8MYW6tv6St2xwldyW2vy05T4J35S4W2N6LNd6B0_Q9W5QtrJb58S66hW92X8Ny2jN_jCW5kxcvd8Jv9dgMmRw0W9ZLgmf6_xsps11
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac:205229
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/catalog/ac:205229
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1890.html
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1890.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/38907591/body-cameras-on-trial-in-english-schools
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/future_tense/2016/12/self_driving_cars_will_exacerbate_organ_shortages.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1572308916301772
http://www.driversofchange.com/projects/an-introduction-to-corporate-foresight/
http://www.mckinsey.com/global-themes/long-term-capitalism/Where-companies-with-a-long-term-view-outperform-their-peers
http://apf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/APF-Foresight-competency-model-1.1-1.pdf
http://apf.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/APF-Foresight-competency-model-1.1-1.pdf
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Scientists report that clinical trials of an Ebola vaccine prevented infection in 100 

percent of cases. The vaccine has not been approved by regulators. 

Physical inactivity is more a consequence than a cause of weight gain (study). 

This study looked at the mood-enhancing effect of revenge. 

A Stanford study found caffeine might help fight inflammation and affect 

longevity. 

When epidemiological data is scarce, social media and Internet reports can be 

reliable tools for forecasting infectious disease outbreaks (here.) 

 

 

 

Health 

Upcoming meetings 

The US has been downgraded from a full democracy to a flawed democracy 

because of a further erosion of trust in government and elected officials there 

(by the Economist Intelligence Unit.)New Zealand and Australia still rank as full 

democracies (2016 Index). Chatham House (UK think tank) released a view 

about America’s international role under President Trump – here. Here is a Jeffrey 

Sachs interview on the same topic. 

This analysis looked at tweets’ credibility. Despite the high volume of fake news 

stories on social media, this study suggests they did not influence the outcome of 

the 2016 American election – the impact on voters was negligible fix address. This 

paper looks at why we are all capable of believing strange stuff. This research 

suggests it isn’t always enough to say it isn’t true, sometimes you need to show 

them why and how it isn’t true (i.e. requires more time, and sustained attention.) 

Will Twitter survive as a business? 

Volkswagen bought PayByPhone a mobile payment company – this might 

indicate thinking about what new services could be built into vehicles. 

The World Economic Forum Global Risks Report identified rising nationalist 

sentiment, economic inequality, technological disruption (i.e., jobs becoming 

obsolete), and climate change as the biggest risks in 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News 

A book on foresight by a technologist. 

The Open Science Framework website is worth a look. (Set up by the Center for Open 

Science to foster openness, integrity, and reproducibility of scientific research. 
Sciblogs is the biggest blog network of scientists in New Zealand, an online forum 

for discussion of everything from clinical health to climate change. Science 

journals have reached an agreement to publish papers funded by the Gates 

Foundation (open-access publishing.)  

The U.S. Department of Energy recently released the first State of the 

Department of Energy National Laboratories Report covering what the labs are, 

what they are trying to achieve, and how they work with other institutions. The 

Intelligence Advanced Research Projects Activity (IARPA) invests in high-

risk/high-payoff research programs that have the potential to provide 

intelligence advantage over future adversaries. 

Another type of business model? This website offers an alternative to a more 

traditional MBA. 

Here is a curated guide to the best tools, resources and technologies for data 

visualisation. E. Bertini who teaches information visualisation at New York 

University put up class materials for open use – there are lecture slides, exercises, 

and a course diary of his own teaching experiences. Swedish academic Hans 

Rosling died (see Gapminder.) 

This website looks at existential risks (from technology, natural). 

 

 

Web sites 

http://link.foreignpolicy.com/click/8445246.25815/aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDE2LzEyLzIyL2hlYWx0aC9lYm9sYS12YWNjaW5lLmh0bWw_aHAmYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrJnBndHlwZT1Ib21lcGFnZSZjbGlja1NvdXJjZT1zdG9yeS1oZWFkaW5nJm1vZHVsZT1zZWNvbmQtY29sdW1uLXJlZ2lvbiZyZWdpb249dG9wLW5ld3MmV1QubmF2PXRvcC1uZXdz/5254403cc16bcfa46f6f3b81B8f47622f
http://www.cell.com/cell-metabolism/fulltext/S1550-4131(16)30596-4
http://psycnet.apa.org/?&fa=main.doiLanding&doi=10.1037/pspi0000080
http://scopeblog.stanford.edu/2017/01/16/drink-for-your-heart-caffeine-may-counter-age-related-inflammation-cardiovascular-disease/
http://jid.oxfordjournals.org/content/214/suppl_4/S421.full
http://www.eiu.com/public/topical_report.aspx?campaignid=DemocracyIndex2016
http://pages.eiu.com/rs/783-XMC-194/images/Democracy_Index_2016.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/publication/americas-international-role-under-donald-trump
http://project-syndicate.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9116789a51839e0f88fa29b83&id=f987d971ed&e=7fce5b7ebd
https://phys.org/news/2017-01-millions-tweets-trustworthiness.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
https://web.stanford.edu/~gentzkow/research/fakenews.pdf
https://www.dartmouth.edu/~nyhan/nature-origins-misperceptions.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/gch2.201600008/abstract;jsessionid=24B7136D525490E4AEF867990CF778B6.f03t01
https://phys.org/news/2017-02-twitter-woes-deepen-loss-widens.html
http://www.salon.com/2017/01/03/cars-are-getting-smarter-heres-why-volkswagen-bought-paybyphone-a-mobile-payment-company/?source=newsletter
http://www.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=346e00779a&e=8b89afd4db
https://www.amazon.com/Signals-Are-Talking-Tomorrow%C2%92s-Mainstream/dp/1610396669
https://osf.io/
http://sciblogs.co.nz/news/2017/01/30/horizon-scan-latest/
http://www.nature.com/news/science-journals-permit-open-access-publishing-for-gates-foundation-scholars-1.21486
http://ssti.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b83ca94cd43c0588e1cc5785&id=292e6c3bcc&e=3dfb27a737
http://ssti.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b83ca94cd43c0588e1cc5785&id=292e6c3bcc&e=3dfb27a737
https://www.iarpa.gov/
https://altmba.com/
http://dataviz.tools/
http://flowingdata.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f538bce868aac1144d248c0bc&id=5dfe8dcc1d&e=e51be96c9b
https://www.gapminder.org/
https://futureoflife.org/

