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This article discusses a new approach to allocating research funding that 

eliminates the onerous applications and reviews processes. Scientists would just 

give each other money instead - called ‘self-organized fund allocation’ (SOFA). 

The Dutch parliament adopted a motion last year asking the country’s main 

funding agency, the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO), to 

set up a SOFA pilot project. (It may not happen.) 

This UK think tank report outlines the staggering level of change in key UK 

government policies (e.g. further education) over five decades. The paper 

argues this re-invention leads to huge waste and little progress (discussed here.) 

850,000 public sector jobs in the UK are at risk of being lost by 2030 due to 

automation, and more than 1.3 million administrative jobs in the public sector 

have a 77% probability of being automated (here). So What? One American 

report says governments must shift from the current plan then implement policy 

making, to a more iterative ‘sense and respond’ approach that monitors impacts 

of new policies, measures their effectiveness and adapts to optimise policies 

based on their observed impacts. 

This study of Belgians says protests that bring many people to the streets – which 

agree amongst themselves – and have a single message are most likely to 

influence elected officials. 

Bill Gates’ proposed tax on robots is opposed as a ‘solution’ to job destruction 

and rising inequality by some economists. This City of San Francisco politician is 

interested in the idea (here.) Norway’s $915 billion sovereign wealth fund is 

demanding tax transparency from companies it invests in (to fight tax havens.) A 

paper examines previous studies targeting behavioural change in 

compulsory and non-compulsory contexts (tax compliance and energy use.) 

This is the first systematic literature review of matrix management and cross-

functional teams (CFTs) in public sector organisations.  

The European Aviation Safety Agency is worried that banning some electronics 

from passenger cabins may lead to fire safety risks in cargo holds of aircraft. Rules 

to solve one problem can lead to another. 

This is an article discusses ‘Grounded’ a new social policy tool that relates users 

experience (ratings) of government services and barriers and enablers. 

Here is a new paper on government ‘productivity’, which is hard to assess. (Earlier 

papers show a range of issues here, here, here, here.) 
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Mega-trends 

This article discusses a macro-trend that deserves attention: the rise of 

personalist “strongmen” authoritarian governments. Research shows that 

personalist authoritarians are the most likely to initiate conflicts abroad and 

pursue risky foreign policies. 

An interesting article on the cashless society asks: What will the cashless economy 

mean for the poorest people in society? (See also Malaysia article, IMF paper, 

Australian article.) 

A new book on networking well  

http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/04/new-system-scientists-never-have-write-grant-application-again?utm_campaign=news_weekly_2017-04-14&et_rid=193311724&et_cid=1274349
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/IfG_All_change_report_FINAL.pdf
http://www.themandarin.com.au/76906-breaking-policy-churn-cycle/?utm_source=The+Juice+-+combined+list&utm_campaign=4193d3875a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_03_19&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d98f7edac0-4193d3875a-250302741
https://futurism.com/experts-state-robots-will-take-over-additional-850000-jobs-by-2030/
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24649/information-technology-and-the-us-workforce-where-are-we-and
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0003122417690325
https://qz.com/911968/bill-gates-the-robot-that-takes-your-job-should-pay-taxes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/picking-on-robots-wont-deal-with-job-destruction/2017/03/05/32091f08-004b-11e7-8ebe-6e0dbe4f2bca_story.html?postshare=4531488791793643&tid=ss_tw&utm_term=.a377328c2664
https://www.fastcompany.com/40400920/one-san-francisco-politician-is-exploring-a-tax-on-robots?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fcdaily-top&position=1&partner=newsletter&campaign_date=04042017
http://www.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=7af6ca1034&e=8b89afd4db
https://www.exeley.com/evidence_base/doi/10.21307/eb-2017-001
http://www.emeraldinsight.com/doi/pdfplus/10.1108/IJPSM-04-2016-0065
http://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-europe-airlines-electronics-safety-idUKKBN1772CE?feedType=nl&feedName=uktopnewsmid&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=UK%20Evening%20News%202017-04-06&utm_term=UK%20Evening%20News
http://canadiangovernmentexecutive.ca/dig/23_03/#8
http://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-sector/our-insights/the-opportunity-in-government-productivity?cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck-oth-1704&hlkid=df3e508dc2a7498da3a24e81042b0bae&hctky=2826246&hdpid=2e14e007-9622-46d5-8291-83ccdc7ae6e5
http://stats.govt.nz/browse_for_stats/economic_indicators/productivity/measuring-govt-productivity/4-introduction-measuring-productivity.aspx
http://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/BN/2012-2013/EfficiencyDividend
http://www.csls.ca/ipm/13/IPM-13-Iorwerth-e.pdf
http://www.apsc.gov.au/publications-and-media/current-publications/human-capital-matters/2016/measuring-productivity-in-the-public-sector
mailto:kate.delaney@jrcs.net.au
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2017/03/23/the-rise-of-personalist-rule/?utm_campaign=Brookings%20Brief&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=49176935
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-political-science-review/article/strongmen-and-straw-men-authoritarian-regimes-and-the-initiation-of-international-conflict/4352949B5F1550DD67076468BFB1BB8F
https://futurism.com/societys-most-vulnerable-citizens-might-not-survive-in-a-cash-free-world/
http://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/nation/2017/04/11/economist-malaysia-may-be-cashless-society-in-5-years/
http://www.imf.org/en/publications/wp/issues/2017/03/27/the-macroeconomics-of-de-cashing-44768
http://www.news.com.au/finance/money/transaction-trends-show-that-as-cash-marks-its-50th-birthday-it-is-being-less-and-less/news-story/cc0abd2fdc9e1b931f3d266ccc998c31
https://www.amazon.com/Its-Who-You-Know-fast-track/dp/0730336840
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This article asks: How can we identify and evaluate decision forks in a modelling 

project; those points where a different decision might lead to a better model? 

The IMF, WTO and World Bank say role of trade as a driver of global growth is 

threatened by a slowdown in trade reform (since early 2000s) and an uptick in 

protectionism (post financial crisis.) 

Some companies are relaxing degree requirements for recruitment. The 

question is: Are these few companies ‘outliers or the forerunners of a new 

trend?’ This raises new questions about the value of a university education.  

 

 

Assumption busting 

Changing workplace  

Here is a story about the latest recruitment approach in the Defence sector. 

One minute pitches and five minute interviews. This column looks at research 

that says job interviews are utterly useless (and here, here.) McDonald’s 

Australia is recruiting via Snapchat. 

Hootsuite has appointed a “Czar of Bad Systems” – with authority to fix 

processes that aren’t working anywhere in the company.  

In a new working paper researchers examined a 3-month program to improve 

hospital hand-washing – peer pressure in the workplace leads to behavioural 

change. The study lines up with other research showing paying people to do 

things doesn’t always work; often it backfires (i.e. less interested in task than 

before the extra money entered the equation.) 

This paper discusses different kinds of 'no' in negotiation: a 'tactical no,' a 'reset 

no' that permits away-from-the-table moves to favourably alter the underlying 

setup, and a 'final no,' and BATNAs (best alternative to negotiated agreement.) 

This article outlines some emerging online legal business / practice models (incl. 

tribunals.) 

A report (on a study) explores whether entrepreneurial abilities can actually be 

taught – apparently, yes, but best to women and minorities. And, a fMRI (brain 

scan) study found an entrepreneurial bias that discourages outside 

perspectives (comparing entrepreneurs’ to parents’ love.) 

A study on shared desk workplaces shows some downsides to the growing 

practice. 

This book is reviewed here.  

Policy-making  

This article discusses a growing conviction among some researchers that well-

intentioned nudges can have negative as well as positive effects - policy makers 

need to know when and with whom an intervention works well enough to justify its 

side effects. The OECD has published a book Behavioural Insights and Public Policy 

Lessons from Around the World – a comprehensive collection of over 100 

applications across the world and policy sectors (read it online.) 

The science and engineering workforce in the United States is aging rapidly, 

according to a new study (faster than the rest of the workforce as a whole.) 

This article says Australia is looking at the wrong problem in housing. It is not 

affordability – we should instead be concerned about interest rate rises and long 

term investment returns. Another article unpacks housing policy problems too. 

Undercover Economist Tim Harford offers a clear summary of the research into why 

simple truth isn’t enough to sway minds. 

 

 

 

You can read an excerpt on this book 

about transhumanism here. 

“Democratic theory has spent 

thousands of years wondering what 

makes it legitimate for the few to rule 

the many. We have to cultivate similar 

awareness of what makes it 

acceptable for a few to know for the 

many.” (Source) 

https://i2insights.org/2017/03/28/path-dependence-in-modelling/
http://newslink.uk.reuters.com/click/9354811.5203/aHR0cDovL3VrLnJldXRlcnMuY29tL2FydGljbGUvdWstZzIwLWdlcm1hbnktaW1mLWlkVUtLQk4xN0MxQjc_ZmVlZFR5cGU9bmwmZmVlZE5hbWU9dWtkYWlseWludmVzdG9y/5510c63f3b35d0ae4d931bcbCe450bec9
https://theconversation.com/degrees-of-separation-companies-shed-degree-requirements-to-promote-merit-over-qualifications-76150?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%2018%202017%20-%2072085459&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%2018%202017%20-%2072085459+CID_522c4d597334031b2ae00cb2e2f7021f&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Degrees%20of%20separation%20companies%20shed%20degree%20requirements%20to%20promote%20merit%20over%20qualifications
http://www.themandarin.com.au/77381-speed-dating-the-real-hook-up-for-graduates/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/08/opinion/sunday/the-utter-uselessness-of-job-interviews.html?_r=0
http://journal.sjdm.org/12/121130a/jdm121130a.html
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2017/04/job-interviews-are-way-less-helpful-than-everyone-thinks.html?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Science%20of%20Us%20-%20April%2010%2C%202017&utm_term=Subscription%20List%20-%20Science%20of%20Us%20%281%20Year%29
http://www.ausfoodnews.com.au/2017/04/10/mcdonalds-trials-unique-recruiting-process.html
https://www.fastcompany.com/3068931/why-this-ceo-appointed-an-employee-to-change-dumb-company-rules?utm_source=mailchimp&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=fast-company-weekly-newsletter&position=4&partner=newsletter&campaign_date=03172017
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Publication%20Files/17-070_e2c4afab-a36c-47c6-a2a4-8f094ded4601.pdf
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2017/03/earning-more-money-wont-help-you-like-your-job-any-more.html
http://nymag.com/scienceofus/2017/03/earning-more-money-wont-help-you-like-your-job-any-more.html
http://www.hbs.edu/faculty/Pages/item.aspx?num=52030
https://www.raconteur.net/business/the-rise-of-the-online-courtroom?utm_source=pardot&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sun090417
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/careers/business-education/study-shows-the-power-of-entrepreneurship-training-programs-for-women-minorities/article34311628/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/hbm.23562/full
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0003687016302514
http://canadiangovernmentexecutive.ca/the-silo-effect/?utm_source=The+Juice+-+combined+list&utm_campaign=ae972c6f1a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_02_21&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d98f7edac0-ae972c6f1a-250302741
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/nudging-people-make-good-choices-can-backfire
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/governance/behavioural-insights-and-public-policy_9789264270480-en#.WMxJqoVOJFg
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/governance/behavioural-insights-and-public-policy_9789264270480-en#.WMxJqoVOJFg
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2017/03/21/1611748114
https://phys.org/news/2017-03-houses-unaffordable-home-buyers-riskier.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
https://theconversation.com/what-housing-issues-should-the-budget-tackle-this-is-what-our-experts-say-73751?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%2071865447&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%2071865447+CID_73ea1e10a985820d5bc20d333c3c23ef&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=What%20housing%20issues%20should%20the%20budget%20tackle%20This%20is%20what%20our%20experts%20say
http://www.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=34596d6ab0&e=8b89afd4db
http://www.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=34596d6ab0&e=8b89afd4db
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/252017/to-be-a-machine-by-mark-oconnell/9780385540414/
http://first100days.stsprogram.org/2017/03/28/what-should-democracies-know/
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The 2004 – 2007 expansion (+ 12 member states) of the EU had a negative 

impact on cross-border collaboration in science – an unintended 

consequence. 

Here is an article on pilotless planes. 

 

 

 

 

Science & technology 

The Internet & beyond 

 

Navigant Research released a report laying out 

the contenders in self-driving car tech. Ford, 

ranked 1st, Chinese company Baidu last and 

Uber 16th (Here). 

A San Francisco-based, 3D-printing startup is able to 3D-print concrete walls for 

a small house in less than 24 hours. Local government in Portland, Oregon will 

build you a free tiny house for your backyard if you agree to let a homeless 

family live there for five years. After that, you can rent it to whoever you want. 

This article discusses how the welfare system in Australia depends on high 

housing costs (e.g. assets tests) and this is a long term vulnerability that could 

lead to the welfare system collapsing if housing prices fall. This report shows how 

the Province of Alberta in Canada took a deliberate stand to reduce 

homelessness, and it is working. Both ASIC and APRA (Australian regulators) are 

concerned about home lenders practices – in particular interest only loans and 

calculations of living expenses for purposes of home loans. Richard Florida 

maps out which American cities are hit hardest by the ‘New Urban Crisis.’ 

Start-ups that supply young people to run errands and provide companionship 

to India’s seniors are mushrooming. 

This article  discusses the ways Uber tries to get the most out of its drivers through 

behavioural science (nudge.) It is discussed here too. Uber and Lyft have cut into 

another business: ambulances to the ER in the U.S. 

 

 

 

Urban 

Unpaywall allows you to access journal articles that sit behind a paywall, for 

free (if they are located on the internet before publication.) 

The number of mobile phone users globally will surpass five billion by the middle 

of this year (2017), according to a study by GSMA, the association of mobile 

operators. This article discusses what comes after the death of smartphones 

(within a decade.) 

There has been a surge in interest in Estonian e-Residency or virtual residency 

(available since 2004) from the UK since the vote to leave the EU.  

Canada is investing to accelerate research and commercialisation of AI and 

machine learning technology – it set up in non-profit Vector Institute in Toronto 

and hopes to lure (back) talent from Silicon Valley. 

Facebook use appears to reduce well-being. An Italian court has ruled that 

excessive, work-related use of a mobile phone caused an executive to 

develop a benign brain tumour. 

The Delaware Blockchain Initiative is applying the technology to its public 

archives to store, distribute, encrypt and sunset documents in a pilot program. 

Want to speak a second language? WaitChatter is based on the idea of wait-

learning. 

An article describes how online retailers vary prices – and don’t even have an 

original fixed price – to get the highest price they can from each customer. This 

contrasts to the fight against collecting GST on online sales (e.g. here.) 

Woolworths plans to move rounded pricing in its supermarkets. 

 

 

 

 

This is an international student dashboard 

prepared for Canada. A larger version is 

available here. Here is a review of MOOC Stats 

and Trends in 2016. 

 

http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/4/e1602232
http://www.gereports.com/ghosts-cockpit-pilotless-flight-takes-off/
http://www.fastcompany.com/company/ford
http://www.fastcompany.com/company/baidu
http://www.fastcompany.com/company/uber
http://www.navigantresearch.com/research/navigant-research-leaderboard-report-automated-driving
https://qz.com/924909/apis-cor-can-3d-print-and-entire-house-in-just-one-day/?utm_content=buffer46047&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.fastcompany.com/40401771/can-tiny-houses-in-peoples-backyards-help-alleviate-the-homelessness-crisis
https://theconversation.com/governments-are-trapped-in-a-vicious-cycle-of-housing-policies-and-prices-75126?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%205%202017%20-%2071225375&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20April%205%202017%20-%2071225375+CID_323413364530c5c29ac09754ca42f053&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Governments%20are%20trapped%20in%20a%20vicious%20cycle%20of%20housing%20policies%20and%20prices
http://irc.queensu.ca/sites/default/files/articles/how-alberta-is-eradicating-homelessness-through-systems-thinking-and-transformation.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-04-04/australian-banks-learn-the-lessons-of-sub-prime-asic-medcraft/8413542
http://www.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=d067caa2c4&e=8b89afd4db
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/04/02/technology/uber-drivers-psychological-tricks.html
http://link.nymag.com/click/9302689.30228/aHR0cDovL255bWFnLmNvbS9zY2llbmNlb2Z1cy8yMDE3LzA0L2p1c3QtaG93LWNyZWVweS1hcmUtdWJlcnMtZHJpdmVyLW51ZGdlcy5odG1s/56f1b37e487ccd942b8b60beC93f8fdd5
https://www.statnews.com/2017/04/05/uber-lyft-emergency-room-ride/
http://unpaywall.org/
http://www.gsma.com/newsroom/press-release/number-of-global-mobile-subscribers-to-surpass-five-billion-this-year/
https://futurism.com/within-the-next-decade-you-could-be-living-in-a-post-smartphone-world/
https://phys.org/news/2017-03-estonia-country-cloud-virtual-residency.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
https://qz.com/736004/one-way-to-get-around-brexit-become-an-e-resident-of-estonia/
https://singularityhub.com/2017/04/10/canada-hopes-to-energize-homegrown-ai-with-big-new-investment/?utm_source=Singularity+Hub+Newsletter&utm_campaign=9749ec7056-Hub_Daily_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f0cf60cdae-9749ec7056-57437661
https://hbr.org/2017/04/a-new-more-rigorous-study-confirms-the-more-you-use-facebook-the-worse-you-feel?utm_source=digg&utm_medium=email
https://phys.org/news/2017-04-italian-court-mobile-tumour.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/governor-markell-launches-delaware-blockchain-initiative-300260672.html
http://people.csail.mit.edu/ccai/waitchatter/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/05/how-online-shopping-makes-suckers-of-us-all/521448/?utm_source=MIT+Technology+Review&utm_campaign=e72e06c6d3-The_Download&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_997ed6f472-e72e06c6d3-153869665
http://www.news.com.au/finance/money/tax/government-urged-to-scrap-online-gst-changes/news-story/ccbe527c48ee840300c4c9ad77217f88
http://www.ausfoodnews.com.au/2017/04/19/woolworths-moves-towards-rounded-pricing.html
http://canadiangovernmentexecutive.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/CGE23_dashboard.pdf
https://www.class-central.com/report/moocs-stats-and-trends-2016/
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In this map of flight patterns “No continental 

boundaries were used. It is simply the 

combination of colour, transparency and 

thickness of flying patterns which cause the 

extents of cities, countries and continents to 

emerge.” (Source) 
Changing whether an option is framed as a gain or a loss results in different 

decisions to play it safe or take a risk (called the framing effect.) This study using 

brain imaging data showed the framing effect results from a lack of mental effort, 

or using a decision-making shortcut, and that spending more mental effort can 

counteract the framing effect. A new paper on motivating people through long 

tasks says switch from a promotion to prevention focus as you get closer to the 

end of the task. Here is an earlier explanation of the promote vs prevent concept. 

This research explains how the developing brain learns to integrate and react to 

subtle but simultaneous sensory cues — sound, touch and visual — that would be 

ignored individually. 

A new study says a five-minute chat about their recent past or future selves seems 

to help preschoolers remember to do things in the future, and to ‘time travel’ 

mentally, so that they make better decisions about their forthcoming needs.  

The more a person is inclined to visualise the more impulsive they are, a new study 

reports. People are less creative and cognitively flexible when asked to complete 

tasks using categorised sets of information, compared to those asked to work with 

items that were not ordered in any way. (The organised group spent less time on 

their tasks, suggesting reduced persistence, a key ingredient for creativity.) 

A study finds people spontaneously prefer their own theories (confirmation bias.) 

Within science there are ‘clear differences in readership of specific topics and 

books’ i.e. consumption of science is partisan. Conservatives and liberals read 

different books esp. in climate and social sciences (that currently affect policy 

making a lot.) 

Experienced auditors can better detect fraud if they look for signs of guilt in the 

CEO's voice (narratives) according to this study. (It doesn’t help students detect 

fraud.) The latest public sector fraud update from the Australian Institute of 

Criminology. 

Apparently some diseases are more prestigious than others (at least to Norway’s 

doctors) – overall physicians seem to ‘value disease categories associated with 

acuteness and drama over those considered chronic and mundane.’ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What if thinking 

Society  

For the second straight year Australia is the top country worldwide for millionaire 

inflows, beating out traditional destinations such as the US and the UK. An article on 

why India is ready for a universal basic income. 

This research found people are less likely to attend religious services regularly if 

their income rises. Researchers found people who were given the opportunity to 

judge each other's morality were more likely to cooperate and trust each other 

in a group than those who could not. This research partly explains why we shut 

ourselves off from opposing viewpoints. Here is a copy of the 2017 World 

Happiness Report. Canada, New Zealand and Australia rank 7, 8 and 9; the 

United States was 14th and Norway 1st. 

Adults who heard but never spoke Korean as babies benefit from their latent 

language knowledge decades later (study.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frames / framing 

The Carnegie Museum of Art is using virtual reality to show dystopian future 

scenarios. See here for another article on using your avatar in VR. Here is a new 

not-quite-here commercialised foresight game (based on earlier work by the 

Canadian Government.) 

 

 

This shows how the general public 

understands scientific evidence, specifically 

uncertainty.  (Source, here) 

In case you missed it … A 2015 guide 

from Behavioural Economics in Action 

at Rotman School of Management 

(BEAR program) the University of 

Toronto The 1-2-3-4s of Behavioural 

Insights -- And a 2017 article on 

rethinking the concept of nudge … 

https://www.inverse.com/article/28710-map-global-aviation-routes-kevin-reinhardt?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=inverse&utm_campaign=photo
http://www.jneurosci.org/content/37/13/3588
https://medicalxpress.com/tags/brain+imaging+data/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1057740817300037
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-science-success/201303/are-you-promotion-or-prevention-focused
https://elifesciences.org/content/6/e25392
http://psycnet.apa.org/index.cfm?fa=buy.optionToBuy&id=2017-09886-001
http://journal.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fpsyg.2017.00289/full
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0749597815300728
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26836058
http://www.nature.com/articles/s41562-017-0079
https://faculty.fuqua.duke.edu/~wmayew/Bio/Manuscript_26Aug16.submitted.pdf
http://aic.gov.au/publications/current%20series/sb/sb002.html
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953617301661
http://www.researchandmarkets.com/reports/4070961/the-2017-global-wealth-review-gwr-worldwide
http://www.researchandmarkets.com/reports/4070961/the-2017-global-wealth-review-gwr-worldwide
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/india/2017-04-06/why-india-ready-universal-basic-income
https://phys.org/news/2017-04-incomes-people-religious.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
http://www.nature.com/articles/srep42844
https://phys.org/tags/people/
https://phys.org/tags/group/
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022103116304024
http://pewresearch.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=434f5d1199912232d416897e4&id=d26bee0d08&e=081d7a62b3
http://pewresearch.us1.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=434f5d1199912232d416897e4&id=d26bee0d08&e=081d7a62b3
https://www.sciencenews.org/blog/growth-curve/language-heard-never-spoken-young-babies-bestows-hidden-benefit
http://cmoa.org/exhibition/styles-and-customs-of-the-2020s/
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/603847/a-virtual-version-of-you-that-can-visit-many-vr-worlds/?set=603864&utm_content=buffer54bf5&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://ideacouture.com/impact/
http://www.sciencenewsline.com/news/2017022311110013.html
http://psycnet.apa.org/?&fa=main.doiLanding&doi=10.1037/xge0000260
http://www.rotman.utoronto.ca/-/media/Files/Programs-and-Areas/BEAR/HowTo-Guides/Soman-1234BI1.pdf?la=en
http://www.rotman.utoronto.ca/-/media/Files/Programs-and-Areas/BEAR/HowTo-Guides/Soman-1234BI1.pdf?la=en
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2898960
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Ten people in Auckland have been hospitalised with typhoid, and health 

officials say more cases are expected. (More than normal number co-

occurring.) A new analysis found spending more on health care has little 

impact on improving key health outcomes. A 10% increase in health-care 

spending reduces the number of deaths by only 1.3%, and increases life 

expectancy by only 0.4%.An article on digiceuticals i.e. software designed to 

run on a smartphone and help improve a person’s health, usually via tracking 

or coaching. An article highlights some promising new research on the fight 

against drug resistant bacteria. 

 

Health 

Upcoming meetings 

The Global Challenges Prize 2017: A New Shape is for proposals outlining an 

alternative world governance model. The BBC explores the ‘why’ of famines 

facing Somalia, South Sudan, Nigeria, and Yemen   

The Monitoring Committee of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 

Europe (PACE) called for Turkey to come under its formal scrutiny, a status 

reserved for members that are deemed to be backsliding on democracy. Nine 

countries, including Armenia, Azerbaijan, Ukraine and Russia are currently on 

that hook.  

The G20 back-pedalled on a pledge to keep an open and inclusive global trade 

system after being unable to find a suitable compromise with an increasingly 

protectionist United States. 

This study suggests more educated people are less likely to believe in conspiracy 

theories – in part – because educated participants feel more in control, have less 

belief in simple solutions, and have stronger analytical skills. 

The UK is adding satellite navigation to driving tests. Getting a license will require 

demonstrating skills in following directions from GPS devices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News 

Authors Ito & Howe argue: The logic 

of a faster future oversets the 

received wisdom of the past, and 

the people who succeed will be the 

ones who learn to think differently. 

(Book) 

The University of Florida has a website canvassing Public Interest 

Communications. Science Sandbox is a new educational initiative designed to 

‘unlock scientific thinking’ in everyone. (See this video.) This NZ blog post also 

tackles science communication (notes new practices.) Check out this: The 

Initiative for Open Citations I4OC. This independent website is trying to turn peer 

review into a measurable indicator of a researcher's expertise and contributions 

to their field. The website SciRev.sc is designed for (journal article) writers to share 

their experiences with the peer review process.  

Here is a free online course / learning program on systems thinking skills (one form 

of ‘connecting the dots’) from https://kumu.io/stw/cst and a place to do systems 

diagrams https://insightmaker.com/news for free. Here is an online horizon 

scanning course (not tried) https://www.thefuturescentre.org/signal-spotter-

starter-kit. This website (https://lbry.io/news/20000-illegal-college-lectures-

rescued) copied some 20,000 lectures from the UC Berkley YouTube channel. 

Berkeley removed the videos because of a lawsuit but LBRY claims Creative 

Commons allows them to provide access. This new website and group uses a 

different than normal take – the emerging theory and methodology of 
Postnormal Times – to explore the future.  

Co:tunity is a new smartphone and web application for collaborative problem 

solving. A new fact websitehttps://www.usafacts.org/ based on US government 

data, supported by a philanthropist.   

 

Web sites “The mistake that governments are 

making when they collaborate … with 

industry is that they conflate the 

common good with common 

ground.” (Ted Talks) 

http://sciblogs.co.nz/infectious-thoughts/2017/04/01/typhoid-outbreak-auckland-hunt-source/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciblogsnz+%28SciBlogs.co.nz%29
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277953617301132
https://www.technologyreview.com/s/604053/can-digital-therapeutics-be-as-good-as-drugs/?set=604110&utm_source=MIT+Technology+Review&utm_campaign=a4a76fe8ec-The_Download_2017-04-07&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_997ed6f472-a4a76fe8ec-153869665
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-04/ru-seh041217.php
https://globalchallenges.org/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-39039255?intlink_from_url=http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/55c3a80a-5be3-4c07-b071-38dcb3027685/drought-in-africa&link_location=live-reporting-story
http://website-pace.net/web/as-mon/main?p_auth=XDjAh8NF&p_p_id=newsreader_WAR_PACECALENDARportlet&p_p_lifecycle=1&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column1&p_p_col_pos=1&p_p_col_count=2&_newsreader_WAR_PACECALENDARportlet_articleId=6538&_newsreader_WAR_PACECALENDARportlet_backUrl=%2Fweb%2Fas-mon&_newsreader_WAR_PACECALENDARportlet_javax.portlet.action=viewDetail
http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-g20-germany-trade-idUKKBN16P0FN
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/acp.3301/abstract?campaign=woletoc
http://www.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=f154efee6f&e=8b89afd4db
http://www.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=610c6c88d981c23e5c6638b14&id=f154efee6f&e=8b89afd4db
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1455544590/?tag=gooseducmedi-20
http://frank.jou.ufl.edu/
https://www.simonsfoundation.org/education-outreach/science-sandbox/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZaJoELtveM
http://sciblogs.co.nz/guestwork/2017/04/04/science-communication-post-truth/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciblogsnz+%28SciBlogs.co.nz%29
https://i4oc.org/
https://publons.com/home/
https://scirev.sc/
https://phys.org/tags/peer+review/
https://kumu.io/stw/cst
https://insightmaker.com/news
https://www.thefuturescentre.org/signal-spotter-starter-kit
https://www.thefuturescentre.org/signal-spotter-starter-kit
https://lbry.io/news/20000-illegal-college-lectures-rescued
https://lbry.io/news/20000-illegal-college-lectures-rescued
http://postnormaltim.es.testing.effusion2.dh.bytemark.co.uk/
http://cppfs.org/#[object Object]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postnormal_times
http://www.cotunity.com/what-is-cotunity/
https://www.usafacts.org/
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_marks_governments_should_fight_corporations_not_collaborate_with_them/transcript?language=en

