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The National Cabinet emerged at a time of crisis, but its success depends on how it works
in practice, once the COVID-19 pandemic passes – can it last?
Here is an interesting opinion piece about the UK government and how it is framing the
Covid-19 crisis. SUBJECT: state power is greater than for many years; CONSUMER:
revitalising our economy (ies) is crucial; and /or CITIZEN: new collaborative institutions are
emerging. One of these WILL become dominant.
A 68-page document (pdf, in Korean) offers specific instructions about how to handle
activities as diverse as going to church, shopping at small and midsize markets, eating at
restaurants, going to school, using internet cafes, attending weddings or funerals, using
public toilets and returning to work. Here is an explanation of the guidance in English.
A paper: ‘The Determinants of Promotion to High Public Office in Germany: Partisan
Loyalty, Political Craft, or Managerial Competencies?’ might be of interest. A key finding
is that ministers consistently prefer politically loyal to non-loyal candidates. Although
ministers also consider candidates’ political craft and selected managerial
competencies, they are likely to trade-off partisan loyalty against those qualifications. It
looks at the period 1997 – 2015.
Government needs to be closer to and more like citizens, more data-literate, more
experimental but better at evaluation and more worthy of trust according to this UK
speech on reform of the public sector – the Ditchley Annual Lecture.
Outlined in a recent paper in the Journal of Economic Perspectives, here are five policies
that economists say can effectively drive innovation. The Regulation Policy & Practice
Collection; APO and ANZSOG are delivering a free monthly newsletter. How
Policymakers Can Craft Measures That Endure and Build Political Power argues that good
policy design requires taking policy feedback into account. Doing so creates policies
that are more likely to be effective, to endure over time, to open up further possibilities
for progressive policymaking in the future, and to build political power and voice for
historically marginalized communities.
OPSI (OECD) released the 7th update on innovative responses to the coronavirus crisis.
This article asserts that The COVID-19 pandemic has revealed how valuable it is for
governments to have operational expertise, plan for the long-term and socialize certain
risks. ‘At least for a period of time (a decade?), we expect there will be a shift in valence
in favour of people who demonstrate the capacity to get stuff done.’
The Intergenerational Report is expected to be released by the government sometime
this year.
Senior ACT Parks and Conservation Service officials say extra funding for the Bureau of
Meteorology would help them more in future fire seasons than ‘shiny new’ trucks.
The Australian Leadership Index is a national survey that provides a comprehensive
picture of leadership for the greater good in Australia. This report reflects the views of
4000 Australians surveyed through 2019.
The Federal Court found a 2011 decision (live cattle ban) by the Gillard government was
unlawful. What does this mean for ministerial decision-making today?
Since 9/11 Australia has introduced more national security laws than any other country
with a comparable democratic system.
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Read
*Click on the image to be taken to the actual document or to access a related link.

Sci-fi remains one of the best ways to envision how new technology will shape the future, and Burn-In is the
rare work of science fiction that has the solid grounding of nonfiction.
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Agriculture
Insurance Australia Group (IAG) has confirmed its major rural and regional insurer, WFI, will join its other
subsidiary, CGU, in no longer providing the coverage if there is ‘unconventional gas’ operations on
properties. Major insurer QBE pulls cover for 'high risk' retailers Myer, DJs.
Invasive weeds pose a significant threat to global agriculture productivity -- and their threat will become
more pronounced if the Earth's climate is affected by increased greenhouse gas concentration, according
to this study. Researchers discovered a gene that, when turned off, could enable plants to absorb more
phosphorus from the soil (i.e. leave less behind in the soil to pollute the environment.)
Newsweek in the U.S. published an opinion piece Will Coronavirus be what finally kills factory farming? Der
Spiegel published an article ‘Why Meatpacking Plants Are Superspreaders.‘ Find a related article on German
slaughterhouses here.
The Mediterranean basin might lose its Mediterranean climate. This report looks at how the region's agriculture
and tourism may be impacted by climate change. A world-first atlas shows all 71 wine regions in Australia
must adapt to climate change.
A study confirmed a strong linkage between foodborne titanium dioxide nanoparticles (TiO2 NPs)
and adverse health effects. TiO2 NPs comes primarily from a food additive known as E171, which is made up
of different-size particles of TiO2, including one-third or more that are nanoscale. E171, which makes products
look whiter and more opaque, is found in such food as desserts, candy, beverages and gum.
A systematic review of the Australian food retail environment: Characteristics, variation by geographic area,
socioeconomic position and associations with diet and obesity. Pistachio farm workers are striking in California
for free face masks, gloves, and information about Covid-19 cases in their workplace.

Corona virus (not exhaustive)
This report investigates the research landscape trends and cultural changes in response to COVID-19. The
report includes analysis of publication trends, geographic focal points of research, and collaboration
patterns.
According to the COVID-19 Primer a public dashboard created by the machine-learning company Primer AI,
researchers had published 27,569 papers about COVID-19 as of June 17. This article says scientists are only
starting to grasp the vast array of health problems caused by the novel coronavirus, some of which may have
lingering effects on patients and health systems for years to come, according to doctors and infectious
disease experts.
Epidemiologists outline three potential futures for Covid-19: recurring small outbreaks, a monster wave, or a
persistent crisis.
This article outlines some preliminary information about what health effects Covid-19 survivors might
experience over longer term. It might trigger diabetes. COVID-19 could drive up antibiotic resistance in
bacteria that aren't killed by standard drugs.
The Australian Academy of Science released a brief on ‘How long does the SARS-CoV-2 virus remain viable
on different surfaces?’ They looked at its viability on glass, stainless steel, plastic, clothes, cardboard or paper
and copper.

Defence, National Security, Geopolitics, Emergency Management, etc.
Middle powers have done better at handling COVID-19 than great power counterparts. Likewise,
democracies marginally edged authoritarians. The dividing line in effective crisis response seems to be state
capacity & trust.
Interesting (counterpoint) commentary in light of new defence strategic update: ‘We should act as an
independent power within our own capabilities and not harness ourselves to the interests of any foreign
power which complicates our relationships with others, especially our neighbours. If we continue to be
connected ‘at the hip’ with one unreliable and irrational major power we will again be the first casualty of
any misconceived adventurism.’ … ‘Punching at our weight is the way to go.’ The Asia Society and the
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Bertelsmann Foundation, a German think tank released a joint study — titled Dealing with the Dragon: China
as a Transatlantic Challenge — that looks at how the United States and Europe can collectively reckon with
China, an emerging global power that most major governments in the West now view as a potential threat or
adversary. The United States revoked Hong Kong's special trading status. China and India's border
dispute turned deadly for the first time in more than four decades (related article.)
Documents obtained by FOIA reveal the Pentagon has planned for a war game scenario in which members
of Generation Z, driven by malaise and discontent, launch a 'Zbellion' in America in the mid-2020s. The U.S. is
at risk of a downfall over the coming decade, says Luke Kemp, a research associate at the Centre for the
Study of Existential Risk at the University of Cambridge. "There are early warning signals, and the different
contributors to collapse are rising." North Korea says it sees no point in maintaining Kim-Trump ties.
U.S.’s emergency responders face wildfire amid a worsening pandemic (already happening in Arizona.) This
podcast discusses the potential for a public clearinghouse of law enforcement officer reprimands. In addition
to wildfire season, the pandemic presents additional health risks for first responders and evacuees – article.
This study looked at differences in the health response of governments, the economic response from
government, and the social dynamics of populations to the COVID-19 crisis to create scenarios for Middle
East conflicts.
A new taskforce to combat disinformation campaigns will be established within the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade. DFAT has begun a recruitment process for the new branch, which would target online
disinformation and propaganda created by countries such as Russia and China (ABC News.) Australian news
consumers are far more likely to believe climate change is not at all serious compared to news users in other
countries according to The Digital News Report: Australia 2020 (and a related article.)
Canada's spy agency issued a warning about the national security risk posed by some foreign investment.
ASIO amongst others is warning the pandemic has made the country less safe (to cyber-attacks for instance).
The rapid and often unplanned move to working from home has vastly increased the nation's attack surface.
Rumour has it that Russia is testing a Doomsday drone in the Arctic. Apparently it is launched from a
submarine and it (i.e. the Poseidon drone) is designed to send a deadly tens-of-meters-high tsunami wave
into populated coastlines. Nano drones are becoming a major military tool in the U.S.
The Venezuelan military will escort Iranian fuel tankers according to a statement by their defence minister.
Minneapolis City Council members plan to dismantle their police department. They have pledged to
“dramatically rethink how we approach public safety.” (CNN)
Orbis special issue on political warfare: here

Economy
XPRIZE, a non-profit organisation that holds grand competitions to inspire innovation, announced this week
that it would launch a $5 million contest to help retrain workers who lost employment to automation. Japan’s
remote side job market is revitalising rural economies.
China ordered state-owned firms to halt purchases of U.S. farm goods, including soybeans and pork, after
Washington said it would begin the process of eliminating special treatment for Hong Kong. Several European
countries have threatened digital taxes without a global deal after the U.S. quits talks on the issue.
This book review is on a book that says six key myths that have shaped the conventional understanding of
deficits as inherently bad, instead arguing that deficits can strengthen economies and lead to faster growth.
A Podcast on whether the Covid19 pandemic ended globalisation as we know it (?) from New Zealand.
(World Economic Forum) Two new reports from the team behind the annual Global Risks Report identify the
headline risks, challenges and the opportunities the world is facing as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
According to the International Labor Organization, 1.6 billion workers in the informal employment sector are in
danger of losing their livelihoods because of the pandemic. One (U.S.) estimate is that 42% of recent
pandemic-induced layoffs will result in permanent job loss. A research report says Australia’s research
workforce will be severely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and the effects are likely to be felt for an
extended period. Universities in particular have been dealt a double blow by the pandemic i.e. a dramatic
drop in international student fees and business research spending will impact the sector significantly in the
next six months and beyond.
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Powering Onwards: Australia’s opportunity to reinvigorate manufacturing through renewable energy, a new
research paper from The Centre for Future Work at The Australia Institute (TAI), finds that by 2050 the transition
to a renewables-powered grid would save manufacturers $2.2 billion per year (in constant dollar terms) — or
33% of their bills compared to the current energy mix. In June attackers hit Thai power authority using Maze
ransomware.
Spain’s cabinet has approved the creation of a national minimum income, according to a government
spokesperson (related story.) Former Prime Minister of New Zealand Helen Clark has thrown her support a
guaranteed minimum income. A review paper looks at the labour market consequences of a transition to a
circular economy.1It took 17 years for New Zealand’s population to increase from 4m to 5m. In the end, it
made the milestone thanks to citizens returning because of Covid-19. Jacinda Ardern flagged a four-day
working week as way to rebuild New Zealand after Covid-19. A discussion paper by the McKinsey Global
Institute, The future of work in Europe takes view to 2030. Many retailers are now (i.e. pandemic) facing
an information deficit i.e. the data and intelligence derived from customer transactions becomes scarce or
unusable due to a sudden change in buyer behaviour. The effects of this disruption could be massive in the
mid- to long term, because it makes customer behaviour more challenging to interpret, to predict, and to
pattern
A new MGI report on the future of work, which is called Jobs lost, jobs gained: Workforce transitions in a time
of automation. One of the major findings of the report is that between 75 million and 375 million people
around the world may need to change occupational categories and acquire new skills by the year 2030.
New research by the Brotherhood of St Laurence and Nous Group looks at the impact of COVID-19 on
mature-age, low-income people who were already disadvantaged: Hidden in plain sight. The landscape for
charities in Australia has shifted dramatically over the past 20 years: Australian charities over 20 years: A
timeline.
Rotterdam will allow all businesses – from restaurants to hairdressers – to convert the parking spaces in front of
their building into retail space during the Northern summer. The owner may build their own deck, or borrow a
free one from the municipality. No permit needed. Global tourism revenue could fall by up to $US3.3 trillion.
The cheap price of fuel caused ocean carriers to go the long way around Africa instead of paying the Suez
Canal fees. The Canal lost $10M in fees in April and May.
Climate change is starting to transform the classic home loan (30 years) in America. (Related article). Here is
an article on reinventing ageing in Singapore and Japan. (Singapore is one of the most rapidly ageing
societies in the world with a life expectancy of around 83 years.)

Environment
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime’s (UNODC) released a report ‘Rotten fish: A guide on
addressing corruption in the fisheries sector.’ The international commission responsible for managing Atlantic
bluefin tuna is failing to protect the fish. An article argues that the regulators’ focus on fishing industry profits
points up the need to change the way we view, and value, the lives of wild creatures.
The South Pole has been one of the fastest changing places on Earth, warming more than three times more
rapidly than the rest of the world. Siberia is in the midst of an astonishing and historic heat wave as climate
change causes the Arctic to heat up twice as fast as the rest of the planet, A pair of scientific studies track
the dangerous increase in heat and humidity from climate change so far — and project a future that could
be too hot for billions of people (here and here.) New survey results from 40 countries shows that climate
change matters to most people. In the vast majority of countries, fewer than 3% said climate change was not
serious at all.
A new paper in the journal Humanities & Social Sciences Communications suggests that the possibility of
geoengineering could reframe the climate debate. Scientists are taking a harder look at using carboncapturing rocks to counteract climate change, but lots of uncertainties remain.GE will 3D print the bases of
wind turbines taller than Seattle’s Space Needle. Climate lawsuits are using consumer fraud and other laws as
the basis for their case against fossil fuel companies – a shift in the nature of the legal fight. Amazon launched

Campbell-Johnston, K., W. J. V. Vermeulen, D. Reike and S. Brullot (2020). "The Circular Economy and Cascading:
Towards a Framework." Resources, Conservation & Recycling: X 7: 100038.
1
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a $2 billion venture fund to invest in companies developing ways to cut greenhouse-gas emissions. It said the
fund would focus on start-ups that could help it achieve “net zero” emissions by 2040.
Climate-driven risks may fundamentally compromise forest carbon sinks in the 21st century. This opinion piece
discusses climate modelling for financial markets (which will be non-transparent.)
In a new study an international team of scientists provide the first conclusive evidence directly linking deep
Earth's water cycle and its expressions with magmatic productivity and earthquake activity.
Why litter is surging as lockdowns ease (in UK.) A related article from the USA.

Foresight
In a BBC super-forecasting experiment, novices outperformed those with experience, and 25-to-35-year-olds
were the most accurate age group.
Gartner’s continuous foresight process is explained here. Gartner’s formal definition of Continuous Foresight is
a discipline that an organization perpetually uses to gather, process, and take action about the information
on their future business models and operating environments.
An experiential scenario was commissioned by IFTF and the World Bank's Climate Investment Funds as part of
a broader effort to imagine climate action through 2030. An animation on the legacies we leave: “We can
turn our backs on the future, or we can choose to become good ancestors.”
A Finnish take on 12 trends that will drive the future of transport.
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Health
Here is a good review of all things genome editing.
This research found it is better for well-being to make a change rather than continuing the status quo when
you are indecisive. This systematic review looks at the mental health benefits of nature-based recreation.
A new Ebola outbreak hit the Congo.
Particulate matter pollution emitted by Pennsylvania's fracking wells killed about 20 people between 2010
and 2017, according to a soon-to-be-published study.
Hong Kong residents have tested positive with rat hepatitis E, also known as rat HEV. This is the first time we
have a virus that can jump from street rats to humans.
A species of bacteria commonly found in our gut seems to have been turned infectious by antibiotic use.
A pre-print paper ‘Hydroxychloroquine in COVID-19: A systematic review and meta-analysis’ was
released. There was a significantly higher incidence of adverse events with hydroxychloroquine use. A global
collaborative study has confirmed that vitamin D supplementation can help protect against acute respiratory
infections (colds and flu.) The study, a participant data meta-analysis of 25 randomized controlled trials
including more than 11,000 participants.
ICYMI: A map published in Nature Communications in 2017 showed Australia’s east coast to be a global
hotspot for risk of emerging infectious diseases.

Science and Technology
IBM is shutting down its facial recognition business. The computing giant will no longer offer, research, or
develop the technology over concerns about mass surveillance, racial profiling, and human rights violations.
This article discusses factors to consider in developing a set of norms for the regulation of artificial intelligence.
Exposure to epidemics in one’s country of residence during the ‘impressionable years’ of ages 18 to 25 has no
impact on confidence in science as an enterprise, but negatively affects views of the honesty and publicspiritedness of scientists.
According to The Economist, a number of dubious academic journals have launched since 2010. Missing
back issues and speedy promised publication times are red flags.
What is the half-life of knowledge in the world of psychology? It's pretty short really. The overall durability of
knowledge across all areas is 8.68 years – according to this study. What do researchers think about drivers,
enablers and barriers to excellence in research quality in Australia? Survey results – here.

Society
What if a citizen could demand interaction with a cop of his or her race? After all, in many nations, only a
female officer can arrest a woman.
An AI robot has been trained in method acting to star in a $70 million sci-fi movie

Resources
1.

40 powerful concepts for understanding the world.

2.

Here is a research-backed guide for choosing the best type, tone, sequence, and framing of
questions.

3.

The authors of a new paper published in the Journal of the Royal Society Interface develop a more
general approach to identifying "pivotal components," which are akin to swing voters but applicable
to a wide range of systems.
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4.

Duke University's Ad*Access digital collection has a large, keyword-searchable database of ads from
the first half of the 20th Century (in Canada and United States.)

5.

A UK website about regulation and deregulation: described, explained and analysed.

Readings:


Pandemic leadership: Lessons from New Zealand’s approach to COVID-19 Suze Wilson, Leadership,
May 2020



First ever public unclassified Annual Report for the Canadian Security Establishment – here



Morrison, E., Hutcheson, S., Nilsen, E., Fadden, J. and Franklin, N. (2019). Strategic Doing: Ten Skills for
Agile Leadership. John Wiley and Sons: New Jersey, United States of America. See also the Strategic
Doing TM website: https://strategicdoing.net/



Strekalova, Y. A. and McCormack, W. (2020). How to start a strategic research conversation with a
stranger. (Online): https://medium.com/@yuliastrekalova/how-to-start-a-strategic-researchconversation-with-a-stranger-c4335367f651
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