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Public Sector 

The Australian Public Service Commission directed public servants back to the office 

where it’s safe to do so (Sep 30.) The decision seems to be a trade-off between boosting 

CBD businesses and employee welfare and productivity (and a related article.) 

Overwhelmingly, Australia’s leading economists want the budget to boost social housing 

and the JobSeeker unemployment benefit rather than bring forward personal income 

tax cuts. 

The coronavirus (economic) downturn shows public policy needs a gender lens, 

according to this article. 

A discussion paper makes the case for the creation of a public bank in Australia by 

providing Australia Post with an Authorised Deposit-taking Institution (ADI) licence, and 

moving in time to establishing 'Post-Bank' as a full national savings and loan bank. 

This opinion column argues for a ‘Royal Commission into Robodebt’ because it could 

shed light on future policy and administration issues, some going beyond social security. 

This short article outlines three simple rules to help regulators gain the greatest benefit 

from new and applied research in behavioural science (i.e. ways to drive compliance.)
 

[Related hyperlinks: ‘Whether it’s the Dutch incentives framework, the Department of 

Agriculture, Water and the Environment’s compliance posture or new models to predict 

compliance with COVID-19 rules (see here for an example), there are many ways of 

identifying drivers of compliance.’]
 
This report explores the regulatory framework in New 

South Wales, the challenges regulators face in ensuring regulation is fit-for-purpose, and 

identifies opportunities for the development of a roadmap for regulatory reform to 

enhance the State's productivity. 

A column flagging possible Parliamentary question time reform notes that the ‘procedure 

committee of the House of Representatives is in the process of questioning question 

time.’ This article explores some dimensions of the ‘national cabinet’ arrangements 

introduced during the pandemic. 

An old issue in Canberra that is fast becoming a much bigger issue is contractor 

employment. Why are government agencies 'buying' public servants like goods or 

services, rather than employing them as staff? And is this use of labour hire legal? 

Example: Defence employs about 17,400 public servants. However, its outsourced civilian 

workforce is far larger than that — documents published under freedom of information 

(FOI) law show it has about 28,600 contractors. 

Singapore’s Innovation Lab published an article on ‘The paradoxes of public sector 

innovation.’ 

The Science for Policy Handbook has a downloadable chapter - Communicating 

Science in a Policy Context to a Broader Audience. 

The failure of the Murray Darling Basin Plan is linked to poor political decisions but also to 

poor market design.  

A Pew Research Center survey, conducted June 10 to Aug. 3, 2020, among 14,276 adults 

in 14 countries: the United States, Canada, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, 

the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Australia, Japan and South Korea. 

The survey also finds that public attitudes toward their own country’s dealing with the 

coronavirus epidemic and national unity are linked to feelings of trust in others and 

economic confidence in their nation. The COVID-19 Global Response Index has been 

published by Foreign Policy (paywall.) 
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https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/federal-government-decrees-the-end-of-working-from-home-20200929-p5607k
https://marker.medium.com/remote-work-is-killing-the-hidden-trillion-dollar-office-economy-5800af06b007
https://theconversation.com/top-economists-back-boosts-to-jobseeker-and-social-housing-over-tax-cuts-in-pre-budget-poll-146914?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202020%20-%201743116879&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202020%20-%201743116879+CID_3a9787fbf7bf1de9e6ca0ccf2bc3e4ea&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Top%20economists%20back%20boosts%20to%20JobSeeker%20and%20social%20housing%20over%20tax%20cuts%20in%20pre-budget%20poll
https://theconversation.com/top-economists-back-boosts-to-jobseeker-and-social-housing-over-tax-cuts-in-pre-budget-poll-146914?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202020%20-%201743116879&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2028%202020%20-%201743116879+CID_3a9787fbf7bf1de9e6ca0ccf2bc3e4ea&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Top%20economists%20back%20boosts%20to%20JobSeeker%20and%20social%20housing%20over%20tax%20cuts%20in%20pre-budget%20poll
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6858045/coronavirus-downturn-shows-public-policy-needs-a-gender-lens/
https://percapita.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Australia-PostBank_FINAL2.pdf
https://johnmenadue.com/we-need-a-royal-commission-into-robodebt/?mc_cid=25c041989b&mc_eid=2606e26741
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/news-media/three-steps-for-regulators-to-embrace-behavioural-science?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=APO%20Regulation%20Policy%20%20Practice%20Monthly%20-%20Edition%204&utm_content=APO%20Regulation%20Policy%20%20Practice%20Monthly%20-%20Edition%204+CID_23dd194a4072020767858799b78d1632&utm_source=&utm_term=Read%20more
https://anzsog.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xuriidk-jijuhjjhkr-d/
https://anzsog.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xuriidk-jijuhjjhkr-h/
https://anzsog.cmail20.com/t/i-l-xuriidk-jijuhjjhkr-k/
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-07/apo-nid307176.pdf
https://insidestory.org.au/the-life-and-possible-death-of-dorothy-dix/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/House/Procedure/Questiontime
https://theconversation.com/will-national-cabinet-change-federal-state-dynamics-145443?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201722516642&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201722516642+CID_da29689b5a9fe716c45386b1c8bcc79f&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Will%20national%20cabinet%20change%20federal-state%20dynamics
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-10/contractors-and-the-public-service-gig-economy/12647956
https://apolitical.co/en/solution_article/parodoxes-public-sector-innovation?mc_cid=a309ab31e5&mc_eid=f1f479b0e3
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/B9780128225967000152
https://pursuit.unimelb.edu.au/articles/how-to-undo-australia-s-epic-water-fail
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/08/27/most-approve-of-national-response-to-covid-19-in-14-advanced-economies/?utm_source=Pew+Research+Center&utm_campaign=5d57e8a9c4-Global+Newsletter_2020_08_21_02_58&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3e953b9b70-5d57e8a9c4-399424165
https://globalresponseindex.foreignpolicy.com/
https://globalresponseindex.foreignpolicy.com/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosfutureofwork&stream=future
http://www.ajasn.com.au/
mailto:kate.delaney@jrcs.net.au
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Read 

 

 

 

Click on the image to be taken to the actual document or to access a related link.  

▪ Explanation of ‘Ending Homelessness’ book – here  

▪ In the book, Ridley’s case studies dissect some of the classic innovations of the Industrial Revolution, 

the Digital Revolution, and the Biotech Revolution, and he details how regulatory controls and 

political cronyism can inhibit new ideas. 

 

https://insidestory.org.au/beyond-shelter/
https://researchdirect.westernsydney.edu.au/islandora/object/uws:56836
https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/ending-homelessness
https://www.amazon.com/How-Innovation-Works-Flourishes-Freedom-ebook/dp/B07WSBV7YZ
https://www.degruyter.com/view/title/568809
https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/20200720_un75_uae_futurepossibilitiesreport.pdf
https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1448465/FULLTEXT01.pdf
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR2849z5.html
https://skepticalscience.com/docs/Debunking_Handbook.pdf
https://apo.org.au/node/307458
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Click on the image to be taken to the actual document or to access a related link.  

 

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-07/apo-nid306880.pdf
https://www.mediadiversityaustralia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Who-Gets-To-Tell-Australian-Stories_LAUNCH-VERSION.pdf
https://ssir.org/books/reviews/entry/equitable_public_health?utm_source=Enews&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=SSIR_Now
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-09/apo-nid308011.pdf
https://aaeh.org.au/assets/docs/Publications/Housing-Beyond-COVID.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-08/apo-nid307967.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/59f147eae9bfdf569b285ffd/t/5f38b65157da8940e9c04bd5/1597552230132/Working+Away+Report_email_single.pdf
https://forge.medium.com/works-of-brilliance-come-from-great-processes-not-great-ideas-150e0f7d0701
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Agriculture, food … 

In the United States, the pandemic has rapidly sped up automation efforts in meat processing, fast-food 

preparation, food delivery and more. An AI (artificial intelligence)-powered fish species recognition software 

is being used to automate fishery monitoring, ensure environmental sustainability & guarantee the origin of 

the food on your plate.  

This article comments on increased likelihood of insect-eating birds’ starvation under climate change: 

"Considerable attention has been given to potential widespread decline of insect populations & this might be 

hitting insectivorous birds particularly hard. But we show a mechanism that doesn't require change in insect 

abundance just availability over short time, like a few days." 

Editing the genes of plants and animals could help mitigate greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture and 

other sectors, according to a new report highlighting the possible uses of the technology called Gene Editing 

for the Climate: Biological Solutions for Curbing Greenhouse Emissions. 

This research showed more than half of all landfill waste in metropolitan Adelaide could have been recycled 

simply by using the correct recycling or green organics bin. Much of it was food waste, 75 percent of which 

was still edible when thrown out. 

There’s an association between putting nutrition data on ‘front of package’ food product labels and 

improved nutritional content in those foods, according to a new study. 

The Economic Research Service (ERS)(a sub-agency of the Department of Agriculture (USDA)) has been 

hollowed out since its forced move to Kansas City – story.  

  

 

https://thecounter.org/robot-chicken-butchers-covid-19-future-food-automation/
https://data61.csiro.au/en/Our-Research/Our-Work/Monitoring-the-Environment/Tracking-environmental-health/New-Technologies-for-Sustainable-Fishing
https://phys.org/news/2020-09-birds-starvation-early-due-climate.html
http://www2.itif.org/2020-gene-edited-climate-solutions.pdf?_ga=2.234509022.1573205129.1600882091-2139018817.1599576480&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosfutureofwork&stream=future
https://www.lgfocus.com.au/editions/2020-07/fresh-food-goes-to-landfill.php
https://www.futurity.org/front-of-package-food-labels-nutrition-2442192-2/
https://thecounter.org/usda-research-ers-food-policies-exodus-kansas-city-staffing-vacancies/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/public-purpose/publications/2020/sep/welfare-50-why-we-need-social-revolution-and-how-make-it-happen#IIPPWelfareRevolution
https://www.nap.edu/read/10211/chapter/7
https://fia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Fundraising-Futures-Research-Report.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Kill-Chain-Defending-America-High-Tech/dp/031653353X
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Corona virus (not exhaustive) 

New research points to the role of job loss and the media in a worsening mental health landscape during the 

pandemic. New research into the mental health crisis caused by Covid-19 (Care International) - polled 10,000 

people in 40 countries about the repercussions of the public health crisis, found 27 per cent of women 

reported an increase in problems linked to mental illness, in comparison to ten per cent of men.  Researchers 

used Google Trends to analyse an extensive list of mental health-related terms that people searched for 

before and after the World Health Organization issued a pandemic declaration on March 11, 2020. They 

found a major jump in searches related to anxiety, panic attacks, and treatments for panic attacks, 

especially remote and self-care techniques, in the weeks following the pandemic declaration 

SARS-CoV-2 infection seems to block pain, opening up unexpected new possibilities for research into pain 

relief medication. COVID-19 may damage bone marrow immune cells; another reinfection reported 

A committee of the U.S. National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine recently recommended 

prioritizing older adults after giving the vaccine to first responders and health care workers. However (two) 

health economics and epidemiology scholars argue this pandemic ‘requires a different model’ – one that 

prioritizes the young after essential workers. Two research papers published online in Science have confirmed 

that type I interferon is absent in severe cases of COVID-19. A new report in Science explores the troubling 

implications of these findings. In cases where the type I interferon is attacked by rogue antibodies, those 

same rogue antibodies might be passed on through convalescent plasma treatments. 

The magnitude, severity and duration of Covid-19 suggests we will see a wave of longer-term health 

consequences emerge in survivors, and these will be many and varied; immunological, haematological, 

gastrointestinal and neurological. Key questions that researchers are trying to answer about Corona virus 

reinfections: How common is reinfection? Are second infections more or less severe than the first? What 

implications do reinfections have for vaccine prospects? A systematic review and meta-analysis of published 

research data on COVID-19 infection-fatality rates was published in the International Journal of Infectious 

Diseases. 

New Zealand’s coronavirus outbreak may have arrived via freight. Officials are testing surfaces at an 

Auckland cool store where a man who became infected worked. A shipment of chicken wings tested 

positive for Covid-19 in a Chinese port. China now routinely tests food imports, after an outbreak in Beijing was 

linked to a wholesale market. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) confirmed the SARS-CoV-2 virus had 

infected mink farms (note: mink are raised for their fur. Infections of mink have already been documented in 

other countries, including Denmark, the Netherlands, and Spain. 

New research shows Māori are at least 50% more likely to die from COVID-19 than other New Zealanders. 

According to this blogpost, a citizen science group is working on its own inoculation using a DIY approach.  

 

Defence, National Security, Geopolitics, Emergency Management, etc.  

The Morrison government is accelerating and repurposing defence spending in a A$1 billion boost – on 

Reserve force jobs, slowing or delaying the transition of personnel out of the force for medical reasons, 

subject to medical advice, supporting for ADF partners to find work, a ]defence estate’ program will speed 

up work scheduled for defence facilities around the country, etc. Are military efforts to clean up and replace 

toxic ‘forever chemicals’ cutting it? 

Multiple analysts are accelerating their projections of when oil demand will stop growing. Oil major Total, in a 

new analysis, sees demand growth ending in a decade and then declining in their ‘momentum’ scenario i.e. 

a world with some action on climate change, but not nearly enough to meet the targets of the Paris 

Agreement. In their ‘rupture’ scenario [i.e. aggressive policies coupled with tech breakthroughs] oil demand 

peaks by 2030 and then falls to less than half of today's levels by 2050.  

The Quad – a partnership comprising Australia, India, Japan, and the United States – is poised to become 

openly anti-China, according to this article. There is a case for bringing Japan into the ‘Five Eyes.’ New 

research by The Australia Institute shows that parliamentary oversight of Australia’s intelligence agencies is 

weak compared to others in the ‘Five Eyes.’ The Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) report Hunting the 

Phoenix asserts that the CCP has at least 600 stations around the world that identify and recruit scientists and 

technologists valuable to China’s quest for technological dominance. (Related reporting.)  

https://coronavirus.medium.com/whos-most-at-risk-in-the-covid-19-mental-health-crisis-2f1ddd5bba9c
http://info.britsafe.org/a0200b0nJX0D00KHoE6agWG
https://doi.apa.org/fulltext/2020-59192-001.html
https://theconversation.com/sars-cov-2-infection-can-block-pain-opening-up-unexpected-new-possibilities-for-research-into-pain-relief-medication-146280?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2023%202020%20-%201740016844&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2023%202020%20-%201740016844+CID_07c5ca41ba35c19a04735fb5ea5f1ca9&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=SARS-CoV-2%20infection%20can%20block%20pain%20opening%20up%20unexpected%20new%20possibilities%20for%20research%20into%20pain%20relief%20medication
https://theconversation.com/sars-cov-2-infection-can-block-pain-opening-up-unexpected-new-possibilities-for-research-into-pain-relief-medication-146280?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2023%202020%20-%201740016844&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2023%202020%20-%201740016844+CID_07c5ca41ba35c19a04735fb5ea5f1ca9&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=SARS-CoV-2%20infection%20can%20block%20pain%20opening%20up%20unexpected%20new%20possibilities%20for%20research%20into%20pain%20relief%20medication
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-science-idUSKCN26C2X1
https://theconversationus.cmail20.com/t/r-l-jkuhxdy-hkdrkltlhh-t/
https://pulitzercenter.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1e0daa892d0fd84e520a9c9af&id=e90d56240a&e=6211881e3e
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/sep/29/until-theres-a-covid-vaccine-we-need-to-focus-on-treating-longer-term-health-consequences?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/sep/29/until-theres-a-covid-vaccine-we-need-to-focus-on-treating-longer-term-health-consequences?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02506-y?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf237515966=1
https://www.ijidonline.com/article/S1201-9712(20)32180-9/fulltext
https://technologyreview.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47c1a9cec9749a8f8cbc83e78&id=c8f418da4b&e=3cd3b26720
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-food/chinese-cities-find-coronavirus-in-frozen-food-imports-who-downplays-infection-risk-idUSKCN259330
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/newsroom/stakeholder-info/sa_by_date/sa-2020/sa-08/sare-cov-2-mink
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/coronavirus-rips-through-dutch-mink-farms-triggering-culls-prevent-human-infections
https://www.nzma.org.nz/journal-articles/estimated-inequities-in-covid-19-infection-fatality-rates-by-ethnicity-for-aotearoa-new-zealand
https://mailchi.mp/futuretodayinstitute/diy-vaccines
https://theconversation.com/government-to-recruit-500-more-reservists-in-1-billion-accelerated-defence-spend-to-support-jobs-145062?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2026%202020%20-%201713116545&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2026%202020%20-%201713116545+CID_9c10daa907e24a72d3aa19a26702b19f&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Government%20to%20recruit%20500%20more%20reservists%20in%201%20billion%20accelerated%20defence%20spend%20to%20support%20jobs
https://www.navytimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2020/09/22/lawmakers-question-dods-efforts-to-clean-up-and-replace-toxic-forever-chemicals/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://link.axios.com/click/21651719.15304/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudG90YWwuY29tL3NpdGVzL2cvZmlsZXMvbnl0bnpxMTExL2ZpbGVzL2RvY3VtZW50cy8yMDIwLTA5L3RvdGFsLWVuZXJneS1vdXRsb29rLXByZXNlbnRhdGlvbi0yOS1zZXB0ZW1iZXItMjAyMC5wZGY_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXJfYXhpb3NnZW5lcmF0ZSZzdHJlYW09dG9w/5886227218ff43715e8b57d9Cb5b5253d
https://www.rand.org/blog/2020/07/the-quad-is-poised-to-become-openly-anti-china-soon.html
https://asiatimes.com/2020/08/the-case-for-bringing-japan-into-the-five-eyes/
https://www.tai.org.au/sites/default/files/P776%20AUST-INTEL%20Powers%20%5BWeb%5D.pdf#overlay-context=user?utm_source=miragenews&utm_medium=miragenews&utm_campaign=news
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/hunting-phoenix
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/hunting-phoenix
https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/chinas-science-talent-recruitment-program-draws-fresh-attention/
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A review was conducted to identify possible applications of artificial intelligence and related technologies in 

the perpetration of crime. An article argues that ‘A growing political science literature suggests the activity of 

today’s police is already oriented around securing particular spaces for particular classes of people – 

controlling the spatial and social distribution of crime rather than its incidence.’ This might be the case when 

climate change accelerates. 

The ‘Unraveling of America’ an article by Anthropologist Wade Davis on how COVID-19 signals the end of the 

American era. U.S. Army, Estonia sign historic agreement for collaborative research in cyber defence. 

Americans are renouncing U.S. citizenship in record numbers – people say they’re dropping their U.S. 

citizenship because American anti-money laundering and counter-terrorism regulations make it too onerous 

and expensive to keep.  A new 13-nation poll by Pew Research Center finds that America’s image has hit 

record lows in a number of countries, including key allies in Europe and Asia. 

Brazil is shifting responsibility for deforestation and fire monitoring from a civil authority, where it has always 

rested, to the military. 

The citizenship and residence by investment (CRBI) ‘industry’ is showing client preferences are shifting towards 

countries with good healthcare systems. 

This study says fewer international students will lead to a discretionary income shortfall. That means a decline 

in funds for research over the next five year to 2024 of between $6.4 billion to $7.6 billion. The shortfall will result 

in a reduction in the research force of between 5,100 to 6,100 research student and staff researcher positions, 

approximating some 11% of the current research workforce. 

An oddity: this twitter feed highlights Australian supporters of ’General Flynn.’ 

 
Economy 

This opinion piece argues ‘we need to invest in human services like health (mental and physical), education 

and childcare, and in information platforms that break the monopoly power of the tech giants. These are the 

investments that will allow Australia to flourish in an economy dominated by information and services rather 

than industrial production.’ The goods economy is dead.  

During the first half of 2020, the world’s coal-generated power capacity shrank for the first time since at least 

the 1950s, according to the non-profit Global Energy Monitor. New plants haven’t entirely stopped coming 

online: The world added 18.3 GW of new coal-fired generation. But it retired plants capable of generating 

21.2 GW, mostly in the US and Europe, cutting about 1% of total global capacity. The world’s first fossil-free 

steelmaking started in northern Sweden. A major Australian insurer Suncorp will end any financing or insuring 

of the oil and gas industry by 2025. BP poised to sell 'stranded assets' even if oil prices rally. 

McKinsey identified six change drivers in this article on ‘The next normal for Australian industries and 

workforces.’ This research shows that Australia’s economy is now regressing in its use of new technology, with 

negative implications for productivity, incomes, and job quality. The Commonwealth government plans to 

change the insolvency system to improve the chances of saving small businesses hit by the pandemic. 

What does it take for a city to jump into the knowledge economy? A new study found one key factor: a 

population of at least 1.2 million. 

An analysis provides early evidence on how the nature of work has changed for those working from home 

during COVID-19. This column discusses the productivity gains of working from home during the pandemic 

(and hints at upcoming disputes over distribution of benefits.) A California judge ordered Uber and Lyft to 

reclassify their drivers from independent contractors to employees with benefits, a ruling that could be 

consequential for gig economy workers. This article talks about the death of Uber and Lyft because of their 

flawed business models based on ‘exploiting workers’ and arguing that labour laws should not apply to them 

because they are ‘technology platforms.’ In a working paper published by the University of Sydney and the 

University College London Institute for Innovation and Public Purpose, authors argue ‘rentierization’ best 

describes the increasing use of housing to extract land rents, in the form of capital gains on property and 

rents from tenants. (Related article) 

A new analysis  of preprints of papers in medRxiv and bioRxiv (two databases that curate preprints of medical 

scientific papers and biological scientific papers, respectively) found that the proportion of papers with 

female authors had declined in both during the pandemic.  

https://crimesciencejournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s40163-020-00123-8
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/climate-apartheid-is-the-coming-police-violence-crisis
https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/climate-apartheid-is-the-coming-police-violence-crisis
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/political-commentary/covid-19-end-of-american-era-wade-davis-1038206/
https://www.army.mil/article/239023/u_s_army_estonia_sign_historic_agreement_for_collaborative_research_in_cyber_defense
https://theconversation.com/americans-are-renouncing-u-s-citizenship-in-record-numbers-but-maybe-not-for-the-reasons-you-think-145365?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2011%202020%20-%201729716715&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2011%202020%20-%201729716715+Version+A+CID_5d2d486c4ea7925e5c84481e9692b7fe&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Americans%20are%20renouncing%20US%20citizenship%20in%20record%20numbers%20%20but%20maybe%20not%20for%20the%20reasons%20you%20think
https://pewresearch.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=434f5d1199912232d416897e4&id=5199210fe5&e=081d7a62b3
https://news.mongabay.com/2020/09/brazil-moves-toward-transfer-of-deforestation-fire-monitoring-to-military/
https://qz.com/1903746/how-covid-19-is-changing-citizenship-by-investment/?utm_source=email&utm_medium=daily-brief&utm_content=9774498
https://melbourne-cshe.unimelb.edu.au/lh-martin-institute/fellow-voices/individual-university-research-funding-challenges
https://twitter.com/mumbletwits/status/1303567774250229766?s=03
https://insidestory.org.au/the-end-of-the-goods-economy/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/analysis-the-global-coal-fleet-shrank-for-first-time-on-record-in-2020?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+carbonbrief+%28The+Carbon+Brief%29
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/climate-crisis/2020/09/worlds-first-fossile-free-steel-plant-starts-operation-northern-sweden?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://thebarentsobserver.com/en/climate-crisis/2020/09/worlds-first-fossile-free-steel-plant-starts-operation-northern-sweden?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/21/insurance-giant-suncorp-to-end-coverage-and-finance-for-oil-and-gas-industry?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/aug/21/insurance-giant-suncorp-to-end-coverage-and-finance-for-oil-and-gas-industry?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-bp-assets-transition-exclusive-idUSKCN2530GY?taid=5f2cea6d6639040001f718a8&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/public-and-social-sector/our-insights/the-next-normal-for-australian-industries-and-workforces
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-08/apo-nid307476.pdf
https://theconversation.com/government-will-reform-insolvency-system-to-improve-distressed-small-businesses-survival-chances-146774?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2024%202020%20-%201740116845&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20September%2024%202020%20-%201740116845+CID_f6d9b9190dbb9d3b484e5fe5a653b0cd&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Government%20will%20reform%20insolvency%20system%20to%20improve%20distressed%20small%20businesses%20survival%20chances
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/advances/6/34/eaba4934.full.pdf
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27612
https://theconversation.com/have-we-just-stumbled-on-the-biggest-productivity-increase-of-the-century-145104?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201722516642&utm_content=The%20Weekend%20Conversation%20-%201722516642+CID_da29689b5a9fe716c45386b1c8bcc79f&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Have%20we%20just%20stumbled%20on%20the%20biggest%20productivity%20increase%20of%20the%20century
https://www.npr.org/2020/08/10/901099643/california-judge-orders-uber-and-lyft-to-consider-all-drivers-employees?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_term=nprnews&utm_campaign=npr
https://onezero.medium.com/uber-and-lyfts-business-model-may-be-dead-good-53940dcbac34
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/bartlett/public-purpose/sites/public-purpose/files/iipp-wp-2020-08-rentierization-of-australian-housing-market.pdf
https://thebull.com.au/how-we-lost-control-of-australian-house-prices/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2770728?utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_term=091720
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'Flexible discipline' has become prevalent in retail work (i.e. where managers discipline workers by altering 

their schedule.) 

 

Environment 

David Attenborough gained 1 million followers on Instagram in record time. 

A new report by the World Meteorological Organization warns that the target of limiting global warming to 

1.5℃ may be exceeded by 2024 and the risk is growing. Young activists from Portugal have filed the first 

climate change case at the European court of human rights in Strasbourg, demanding 33 countries make 

more ambitious emissions cuts to safeguard their future physical & mental wellbeing. By 2100, extreme 

heatwaves could kill roughly as many people as all infectious diseases combined. These findings take into 

account climate adaptions that richer nations are likely to make, but some of the poorest parts of the world 

won’t have that luxury. This article says we are in an age of mega-fires after reaching a climate tipping point 

and that we need to fight them differently. A study looked at the health burden of bushfire smoke for the 

2019-20 fires in Australia. A second study looked at how bushfires can re-release pollutants which have been 

‘locked up for decades’ in forests (in this case pollutants associated with leaded petrol.) Here is post 

estimating increases in mortality from the 2020 California wildfires. There is a growing body of evidence that 

suggests that carbon produced by wildfires is making a significant contribution to the volume of greenhouse 

gas in the atmosphere, where it contributes to climate change. 

Conservationists have long sought to reduce consumer demand for overexploited wildlife products. More 

recently, health practitioners and others have begun calling for reductions in the wildlife trade to reduce the 

risk of pandemics. This paper (pre-print) – a systematic review – discusses ‘what works’ to reduce demand.  A 

new plan – A Global Deal for Nature – targets areas around the world that can store carbon and protect 

large numbers of species. It calls for preserving lands, working with Indigenous peoples and connecting wild 

areas. 

A systematic review of 46 research projects has assessed the toxicity of pristine plastics on fish, finding that the 
smallest plastics have the biggest impact particularly when it comes to behaviour and neurological functions. 
This article argues bioplastics are not the solution to the plastics problem. A just-released two-year study 

called Breaking the Plastic Wave found that despite the efforts of industry, governments, and NGOs, the 

plastic problem is getting much worse. Researchers say that more microplastic pollution is getting into farm 

soil than oceans and these tiny bits are showing up in our fruits, veggies, and bodies. This McKinsey article talks 

about ‘Plastics recycling: Using an economic-feasibility lens to select the next moves.’ A super-enzyme that 

degrades plastic bottles six times faster than before has been created by scientists and could be used for 

recycling within a year or two. 

Here is an article about plastics recycling in Europe. Here is an article on plastics production in the United 

States. Makers of cigarettes, takeaway coffee cups and other sources of litter will pay for future garbage 

sweeps, Germany's environment minister has said. [Apparently, a study puts Germany's clean-up bill at €700 

million yearly.]  

Marine food webs under increasing stress according to this study. A new study concludes that coastal 

urbanisation and lack of sewage treatment increases contamination in seafood and can cause potential 

health risks to humans, even large distances from pollution sources. [Researchers found widespread presence 

of human bacterial pathogens and human-derived micro-debris materials, including plastics, kerosene, paint, 

talc, and milk supplement powders in oysters in Myanmar.]  

More than 500 dams are planned or under construction within protected areas around the world, according 

to a study. More than 1,200 large dams are already located within protected areas, many of them built 

before the reserves were established.  

A new study  presents some of the earliest research showing that pollution is bad news for our pollinators, too. 

Scientists in India studying the Giant Asian honey bee, a wild species native to Southeast Asia, found that 

bees in heavily polluted areas did not visit flowers as frequently, had negative circulatory responses, and died 

more quickly in captivity than those found in less polluted or rural areas.  

An article mentions solastalgia — a neologism that combines the words nostalgia, solace and desolation — 

to describe a person’s profound sense of loss and isolation, and the overwhelming feelings of powerlessness 

that came with it (about climate change.) 

https://novaramedia.com/2020/09/30/a-regime-of-flexible-despotism-increasingly-reigns-over-retail-work-can-it-last/
https://www.radiotimes.com/news/on-demand/2020-09-28/david-attenborough-instagram-record-hope-netflix-film/
https://public.wmo.int/en/resources/united_in_science
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2020/sep/03/portuguese-children-sue-33-countries-over-climate-change-at-european-court
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/08/03/1005965/climate-change-fueled-heatwaves-could-kill-millions/?utm_medium=tr_social&utm_campaign=site_visitor.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1596492252
https://www.technologyreview.com/2020/08/03/1005965/climate-change-fueled-heatwaves-could-kill-millions/?utm_medium=tr_social&utm_campaign=site_visitor.unpaid.engagement&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1596492252
https://e360.yale.edu/features/the-age-of-megafires-the-world-hits-a-climate-tipping-point
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2020/213/6/unprecedented-smoke-related-health-burden-associated-2019-20-bushfires-eastern
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0269749120360887
http://www.g-feed.com/2020/09/indirect-mortality-from-recent.html
https://www.futuredirections.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/FDI-Strategic-Analysis-Paper-Climate-Change-Carbon-and-Wildfires-FINAL.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343586794_Reducing_Demand_for_Overexploited_Wildlife_Products_Lessons_from_Systematic_Reviews_from_Outside_Conservation_Science
https://advances.sciencemag.org/content/5/4/eaaw2869
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.9b05995
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.9b05995
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.est.9b05995
https://e360.yale.edu/features/why-bioplastics-will-not-solve-the-worlds-plastics-problem?utm_source=EHN&utm_campaign=659ab23cab-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8573f35474-659ab23cab-99015061
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2020/07/23/breaking-the-plastic-wave-top-findings
https://www.ehn.org/plastic-in-farm-soil-and-food-2647384684.html?utm_source=EHN&utm_campaign=659ab23cab-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8573f35474-659ab23cab-99015061
https://www.ehn.org/plastic-in-farm-soil-and-food-2647384684.html?utm_source=EHN&utm_campaign=659ab23cab-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8573f35474-659ab23cab-99015061
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/chemicals/our-insights/plastics-recycling-using-an-economic-feasibility-lens-to-select-the-next-moves
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/28/new-super-enzyme-eats-plastic-bottles-six-times-faster?CMP=share_btn_tw&ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/chemicals/our-insights/the-european-recycling-landscape-the-quiet-before-the-storm?cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck&hlkid=bb0fb0a346ff4a75a2161b973d8d62a4&hctky=2826246&hdpid=1f6f1501-4a8f-4ddc-b3ae-6a637b1b2e50
https://www.futurity.org/plastic-waste-landfills-recycling-2429032/
https://www.dw.com/en/you-pay-germany-tells-suppliers-of-throwaway-utensils/a-54641935?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://www.dw.com/en/you-pay-germany-tells-suppliers-of-throwaway-utensils/a-54641935?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/369/6505/829
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969720325985?via%3Dihub
https://e360.yale.edu/digest/more-than-500-dams-planned-in-protected-areas-around-the-globe-study-finds
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/08/04/2009074117
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-09-13/solastalgia-climate-change-induced-despair
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Flinders University archaeologist and space researcher Alice Gorman argues that we should make the Moon 

a person in the eyes of the law. 

An NBER study shows (click on image for hyperlink) 

 

 

 

 

Foresight 

This page – share your hunch – is interesting approach to gathering ideas from the Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation.  

Imagining transformative biodiversity futures includes some scenario vignettes. 

These articles Humanitarian Innovation Needs Systems Thinking — Part 1 and When and How Do You Use 

Systems Thinking?Part 2 look at how complicated issues, like how to best protect refugees, can be supported 

using systems thinking, and why not all problems may need a systems approach. 

In a recent report, L'Atelier, a foresight company that is part of the French banking giant BNP Paribas, 

mapped the development of more than 80 current technologies in an effort to predict how they'll change life 

by the next decade. 

A magazine article ‘A Memo from the Year 2050’ says ‘In 2032, regular citizens looked at supermarket meat 

aisles and fast-food value meals as pandemic lottery tickets. Eating those foods carried a social stigma, not 

unlike how westerners a decade earlier had regarded bat-eating.’ 

When survival over generations is the end game, it makes sense to undervalue long shots that could be 

profitable and overestimate the likelihood of rare bad outcomes, paper.  

An EY article on ‘How boards can use megatrends to chart a new course.’ 

John Wilshire has been working on a new ‘foresight’ idea called assemblage space (to build on the futures 

cone idea.) Video.  

Here is a critique of the article: From data analysis to storytelling in scenario building. A semiotic approach to 

purpose-dependent writing of stories by Javier Carbonell, Antonio Sánchez-Esguevillas, and Belén 

Carro. Futures 88 (April 2017).  

The future of the high-rise is examined through interviews with experts. 

ICYMI: A 2019 horizon scan of priorities for coastal marine microbiome research. 

 

 

  

https://theconversation.com/can-the-moon-be-a-person-as-lunar-mining-looms-a-change-of-perspective-could-protect-earths-ancient-companion-144848
https://shareyourhunch.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-020-0587-5.epdf?sharing_token=cVLSYOsg1odNldcydPIIltRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0NRPG5UiM9P2UQ_4FpLW01sAQpK0-4hit2C0JV-keO6j1u7ur0CNPWuuvd8r4LNvKzDBHg_EhU034AWoYyQOV-Kgxkf3LCSzuRBtLRyMTtzzJQfOQdIhPtnfpEmSViQmpk%3D
https://ufl.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=316f62705f2186476bd412e92&id=a7c773a547&e=d55d296464
https://ufl.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=316f62705f2186476bd412e92&id=3771897b6f&e=d55d296464
https://ufl.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=316f62705f2186476bd412e92&id=3771897b6f&e=d55d296464
https://ufl.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=316f62705f2186476bd412e92&id=f469a954c2&e=d55d296464
https://link.axios.com/click/21215637.66807/aHR0cHM6Ly9hdGVsaWVyLm5ldC9zdHJhdGl2ZXJzZS8_cGc9YWJvdXQmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1uZXdzbGV0dGVyJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXJfYXhpb3NmdXR1cmVvZndvcmsmc3RyZWFtPWZ1dHVyZQ/5ce3449c40f866233a30dba4B79e6b5a3
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2020/08/a-memo-from-the-year-2050/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/evolutionary-human-sciences/article/fitnessmaximizers-employ-pessimistic-probability-weighting-for-decisions-under-risk/FCF743180A566332C8AF9F7E7406AB43
https://www.ey.com/en_au/board-matters/how-boards-can-use-megatrends-to-chart-a-new-course
https://www.smithery.com/2020/08/05/introduction-to-assemblage-space/
https://vimeo.com/444372349
http://www.aaiforesight.com/blog/telling-stories-data
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2017.03.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.futures.2017.03.002
https://www.mckinsey.com/Featured-Insights/The-Next-Normal/High-rises?cid=other-eml-nxn-mip-mck&hlkid=cb6f50cd9316454889c565564f447bbe&hctky=2826246&hdpid=66050f68-5864-4b36-971f-0ce61182eac9
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41559-019-0999-7
https://www.nber.org/papers/w27599
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Health 

This story has several links to health dangers for wildfire fighters. 

A new framework for pathogen evolution exposes a world much more vulnerable to disease outbreaks than 

previously believed. 

University of Queensland researchers discovered how bacteria share antibiotic-resistance genes. This 

discovery might help in the fight against superbugs. Some antibiotic resistance cases could be due to 

pollution – a new study. This study shows malaria parasites in Africa have developed resistance to arguably 

the best antimalarial drug ever developed, artemisinin, for which the 2015 Nobel Prize was awarded to 

Youyou Tu. This is alarming to say the least. 

New data has found an association between increased body weight and decreased cerebral blood flow. 

The research offers insight into the links between Alzheimer’s and obesity, suggesting maintaining a healthy 

weight can reduce one’s risk of dementia.  This new study finds that the physical and cognitive ability of older 

people has improved meaningfully over the past 30 years. 

A longitudinal study examining BPA and the widely used substitute bisphenol S (BPS) found positive 

associations between incidence of diabetes and exposure to both BPA and BPS independent of traditional 

risk factors. 

In a study in Proceedings of the Royal Academy B researchers reviewed studies from across the animal 

kingdom — including ones involving human beings — to see how members of a species behaved toward 

each other in the face of novel diseases. 

U.S.-based activist group Avaaz released a report highlighting the extent of health misinformation on 

Facebook. 

Zoonotic host diversity increases in human-dominated ecosystems. (Related) 

 

Science and Technology 

Portland is the first jurisdiction to pass a ban on corporate face surveillance in places of public 

accommodation. Your next biometric authentication technology might be your walk. A US-based company 

believes that gait-based authentication can rival or complement other biometrics. 

The ease of finding information on the internet is hurting students’ long-term retention and resulting in lower 

grades on exams, according to a new 11-year study. 

New Zealand's second-largest electricity distributor has signed a deal with start-up Emrod to trial long-range 

wireless power transmission. 

A paper surveyed opportunities and challenges in measuring AI systems and their impact identifying six key 

challenges that can help AI policymaking. A new computational method could help predict 

unprecedented, extreme ‘black swan’ events, researchers report. A black swan event is a highly unlikely but 

massively consequential incident, the loss of one-third of the world’s saiga antelope in a matter of days in 

2018. 

The Great North Air Ambulance Service, a UK registered charity dedicated to providing helicopter 

emergency services, is testing a jetpack made by Gravity Industries to one day allow paramedics to fly up a 

mountain to provide first aid. 

AGL plans to shift its entire 400 car corporate fleet to EVs (i.e. first big Australian company to sign to EV100 

program.) 

 

Society  

Under a severe scenario, Australia’s population will be 4% smaller than if the pandemic hadn't occurred 

largely driven by a massive reduction in international migration. Older women have been the fastest-growing 

group of homeless people in recent years. New research shows about 240,000 women aged 55 or older and 

another 165,000 women aged 45-54 are at risk. New interactive heat maps have been released showing how 

widespread homelessness is across all parts of Australia, prompting renewed calls for more social housing (by 

https://www.invw.org/2020/09/28/overstretched-wildland-firefighters-risk-lung-heart-maladies/?ct=t(RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN)
https://ensia.com/features/pandemics-climate-change-migration-globalization-emerging-infectious-disease-covid19/
https://phys.org/news/2020-08-discovery-millions-antibiotic-resistance.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-nwletter
https://sfamjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/1751-7915.13578
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41591-020-1005-2.epdf?sharing_token=TaSqiQKkmTlDofo8VfA5FNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0P2AK3OL2eUHlyTa9-tf7ETaLw8AHptQ0zm69hyxDDR6L1mO71IbqGdzpIKp5jLH1E_sC9MyHd69O8GzrI4cwCwgIC4iQEmBLAXzYUev6SDBFUKqfogBBFB14wYHJZukG4%3D
https://content.iospress.com/articles/journal-of-alzheimers-disease/jad200655
https://link.axios.com/click/21593460.44798/aHR0cHM6Ly9hY2FkZW1pYy5vdXAuY29tL2Jpb21lZGdlcm9udG9sb2d5L2FkdmFuY2UtYXJ0aWNsZS1hYnN0cmFjdC9kb2kvMTAuMTA5My9nZXJvbmEvZ2xhYTIyNC81OTAxNTk0P3JlZGlyZWN0ZWRGcm9tPWZ1bGx0ZXh0JnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9bmV3c2xldHRlciZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1uZXdzbGV0dGVyX2F4aW9zZnV0dXJlb2Z3b3JrJnN0cmVhbT1mdXR1cmU/5ce3449c40f866233a30dba4B4cbf965e
https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/10.1289/EHP6637?utm_source=EHN&utm_campaign=a65a60f57d-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8573f35474-a65a60f57d-99015061
https://link.axios.com/click/21215637.66807/aHR0cHM6Ly9yb3lhbHNvY2lldHlwdWJsaXNoaW5nLm9yZy9kb2kvMTAuMTA5OC9yc3BiLjIwMjAuMTAzOT91dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249bmV3c2xldHRlcl9heGlvc2Z1dHVyZW9md29yayZzdHJlYW09ZnV0dXJlI2QxZTEwOTY/5ce3449c40f866233a30dba4B43fd6db7
https://secure.avaaz.org/campaign/en/facebook_threat_health/?slideshow
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-020-2562-8
https://t.co/FuPTav5eiy
https://twitter.com/Matt_Cagle/status/1303834390691110912?s=20
https://www.enterprisetimes.co.uk/2020/08/25/is-the-way-you-walk-your-password/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01443410.2020.1802645?journalCode=cedp20
https://newatlas.com/energy/wireless-power-transmission-emrod-interview/?utm_source=New+Atlas+Subscribers&utm_campaign=9d178e8ee5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_08_05_12_53&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65b67362bd-9d178e8ee5-89997790
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2009.09071.pdf
https://arxiv.org/pdf/2009.09071.pdf
https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=10.1371/journal.pcbi.1008021
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-54331994
https://thedriven.io/2020/08/25/agl-to-shift-entire-400-car-corporate-fleet-to-evs/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343305025_HOW_WILL_COVID-19_IMPACT_AUSTRALIA'S_FUTURE_POPULATION_A_SCENARIO_APPROACH
https://www.oldertenants.org.au/
https://everybodyshome.com.au/heat-maps/
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Homelessness Australia and the Everybody’s Home campaign.) The 11th Longitudinal Surveys of Australian 

Youth (LSAY) was released. The need for emergency food relief in Australia has jumped 46 per cent since 

January.  

The World Health Organisation describes an infodemic as the ‘over-abundance of information – some 

accurate and some not – that makes it hard for people to find trustworthy sources and reliable guidance 

when they need it.’ In New Zealand The Disinformation Project  is trying to understand if and how Covid-19 

disinformation is contributing to the prevalence of exclusionary or polarising rhetoric, and how this is seeping 

into conversations and stories in the mainstream media, and in political and civil society. 

This article looks at what happens after Facebook – What happens to cultural memory and heritage when 

one private company holds all of it? What opportunities do people not yet living lose as a result? What 

happens to whole fields of human endeavour like history and sociology? There is a paper on this! (P.S. British 

authorities hit Airbnb UK with an extra tax bill of 1.8 million pounds last year, the home rental company's 

accounts showed on Tuesday, following an investigation into the firm.) 

A start-up in Washington state turns dead people into soil. It’s a cheaper and more environmentally friendly 

option than the usual burial. A gig economy ‘Civvl’ company has started up – it’s job? evicting people who 

can’t pay the rent. 

Millions of American homes could become unsellable - or could be sold at significant losses to their senior-

citizen owners - between now and 2040, according to new research. 

Here is a story about Nigel Richards, the man from New Zealand who memorized every French word in the 

French scrabble dictionary and won the French Scrabble Championship without speaking any French. 

From twitter (hyperlinked) … 

 

 

Resources 

Tools 

@preprintsifter finds authoritative tweets from leading epidemiologists and other experts who are 

discussing and vetting COVID19-related preprint papers on Twitter.  

https://www.lsay.edu.au/
https://probonoaustralia.com.au/news/2020/08/whos-feeding-the-food-aid-charities/?utm_source=Pro+Bono+Australia+-+email+updates&utm_campaign=85b9a61195-News_25_Aug_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5ee68172fb-85b9a61195-146786497&mc_cid=85b9a61195&mc_eid=6b3c7cf156
https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-reports/20200202-sitrep-13-ncov-v3.pdf?sfvrsn=195f4010_6
https://www.tepunahamatatini.ac.nz/2020/09/06/covid-19_disinformation-in-aotearoa-new-zealand-social-media/
https://20minutesintothefuture.substack.com/p/after-facebook
https://policyreview.info/articles/analysis/what-if-facebook-goes-down-ethical-and-legal-considerations-demise-big-tech
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-britain-tax-airbnb-exclusive/exclusive-britain-hits-airbnb-uk-with-extra-2-3-million-tax-bill-after-probe-idUKKBN26K1WQ?feedType=mktg&feedName=uktechnology&WT.mc_id=Newsletter-UK&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2018%20Template:%20UK%20TECHNOLOGY%20ROUNDUP%202020-09-29&utm_term=NEW:%20UK%20Technology%20Roundup
https://onezero.medium.com/the-newly-legal-process-for-turning-human-corpses-to-soil-d82ba1e4c05f
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/ep435n/gig-economy-company-launches-uber-but-for-evicting-people?mc_cid=c44fbfbd09&mc_eid=3cd3b26720
https://readingroom.law.gsu.edu/jculp/vol4/iss1/28/
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/07/21/424980378/winner-of-french-scrabble-title-does-not-speak-french
https://globalepidemics.org/the-other-epidemic-misinformation/preprint-sifter/
https://twitter.com/GraysonGoal/status/1303026515723026433?s=03

