
AJASN Newsletter July 2021  Page 1 of 11 

 

Public Sector 

This newspaper article cites a report that says a failure to implement a parliamentary 

code of conduct has made Australia’s regulation of federal politicians’ conduct the 

weakest among comparable nations. This assessment looked at whether the 

Government's proposed Commonwealth Integrity Commission would be able to 

investigate 40 recent scandals. The analysis found that scandal after scandal is occurring 

with no real consequence, and that the proposed CIC would not have the jurisdiction  to 

investigate. The ALP released an outline of the National Anti-Corruption Commission 

(NACC) it would introduce if it were to come to power at the next federal election. It is 

based on the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC) in New South Wa les . 
Independent Senator Rex Patrick won a FoI case (i.e. freedom of information)to release 

national cabinet records. 

This article discusses how the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) is introducing/using a problem-centric approach to 

regulation. 

This opinion piece says the Australian Public Service is continuing to be militarised 

(paywalled.) Related article. 

This review paper looks at 137 experiments on government workers and finds that 

exposure to corrupted colleagues is a major predictor of unethical behaviour. Monitoring 

and a commitment to transparency can help. A paper on: Spreading propaganda and 

disinformation using public funds. Twitter sees jump in government demands to remove 

content of reporters, news outlets. 

This article describes three criteria for ranking policy failures (and successes.) The authors 

argue that the greatest policy failure of the Commonwealth Government is climate 

change. (The vaccine roll-out is rated a failure on all three criteria.) The first criterion is ‘an 

assessment of how successfully the policy action ameliorates the problem it seeks to solve. 

This appraisal must take into account the consequences of that action. Consequences 

are often unintended and unanticipated. They might not become apparent for some 

time and can be difficult to quantify and link unequivocally to the policy in question.’ 

John Daley’s final report for the Grattan Institute examines what failed and successful 

reforms of the last ten years have had in common — and what that tells us about 

impediments to reform in Australia. (Also shown below.)  

Interesting take on the Intergenerational Report and the proportion of discussion devoted 

to social programs vs, defence procurement. This opinion piece discusses what needs to 

be done to make the next Intergenerational Report more positive. 

The OECD report Government at a Glance 2021 provides new data on budgeting 

practices, regulatory governance, open government, digital government  etc. 

A study looked at the impact of alternative innovation policies on the short- and long-run 

performance of the economy, as well as on public finances. 

Reimagining Government is a series of free (ANU+) webinars which look at government as 

a curator of a strong civil society (i.e. enabler), rather than as a problem solver on its own. 

The series was designed to contribute to conversations about what gov ernments have 

learnt from COVID-19. 

See image to the left (green) from ‘The Equation: How to identify research that can sway 

policy makers.’ Related paper. 

In a recent paper authors explore the incompatibility of ‘Nudge’ and ‘Co-Design’ as tools 

for policymaking.  There is a related blog post. 

A global score of 5.37 out of ten is the lowest recorded since The EIU's (The Economist) 

Democracy Index began in 2006. 
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Note: Further reading about the ‘free speech’ report - here. New book – introductory video - Richard 

Slaughter "Deleting Dystopia" intro 

 

Agriculture, food … 

This newspaper article claims farmed salmon produces as much sewage as 2000 people. Framing sa lmon is 

said to be wiping out sea life in Tasmania. Salmon is also grown like this in Norway, Chile, Canada, Scotland, 

Ireland, and the Faroe Islands. This study says climate change threatens micronutrient fisheries yields in 40% of 

countries 

This paywalled article speculates about why Australia's wool industry is booming, as other commodities, such 

as wine, lobster and coal, are caught in diplomatic crossfire. 

On the Murray-Darling Basin, this article says ‘external traders are extracting hundreds of millions of dollars 

annually. This is equivalent to building every year a well-equipped regional hospital, and then blowing it  up . 

That should be the main story that is told about our water market.’ 

Four seed companies now control more than 60 percent of the global market, a seed policy expert  a rgues 

that consolidation poses major risks to the U.S. food supply. 

A paper (in Nature Food) offers the first comprehensive comparison of the most advanced international 
efforts to measure how nitrogen is managed in agriculture. Researchers identified the best combination of 
policies to feed everyone on the planet. A new report from the U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates 
global hunger levels are set to surge by about a third this year. 

Molecular farming is using plants to synthesise medications and vaccines. In a 
new perspective article published in Science authors note plants have long been an overlooked resource for  

biomanufacturing. Canadian company Medicago produced a candidate Covid-19 vaccine that mimics the 

https://bigthink.com/strange-maps/free-speech-index
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTQpjGzefr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GTQpjGzefr8
https://www.theage.com.au/national/the-battery-hen-of-the-sea-the-fight-to-clean-up-tassie-salmon-farms-20210624-p58433.html
https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(21)00896-4?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0960982221008964%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2021/07/24/china-and-the-australian-wool-industry/162704880012130#hrd
https://www.themandarin.com.au/160838-water-markets-reporting-highlights-problem-with-jargon/
https://civileats.com/2019/01/11/the-sobering-details-behind-the-latest-seed-monopoly-chart/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-021-00318-5
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-07-29/another-291-million-people-won-t-have-enough-to-eat-this-year
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/373/6556/740
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/373/6556/740
https://www.medicago.com/en/media-room/medicago-and-gsk-start-phase-3-trial-of-adjuvanted-covid-19-vaccine-candidate/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lsereviewofbooks/2020/11/30/book-review-anti-system-politics-the-crisis-of-market-liberalism-in-rich-democracies-by-jonathan-hopkin/
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/gratafund/pages/664/attachments/original/1629265812/Grata_Fund_-_FOI_Hit_List_report_-_FINAL.pdf?1629265812
https://thetruesize.com/?s=03#?borders=1~!MTcxMTc5NzI.MzE1MTc5NA*MzYwMDAwMDA(MA~!CONTIGUOUS_US*MTAwMjQwNzU.MjUwMjM1MTc(MTc1)MA~!IN*NTI2NDA1MQ.Nzg2MzQyMQ)MQ~!CN*OTkyMTY5Nw.NzMxNDcwNQ(MjI1)Mg~!AU*MTQzNDYyMzA.MjEyMjE2ODI)MA
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outer layer of the virus to stimulate an immune response. In one recent study, a Stanford team made 34 

modifications to the yeast’s DNA to chemically assemble a molecule with widespread effects on human 

muscles, glands, and tissue. 

South Korea plans to amend its civil code to grant animals a legal status. The amendment, which must still be 

approved by parliament, would recognise animals as beings, with a right to protection, enhanced w elfa re 

and respect for life. 

Researchers used a machine learning tool to analyse more than half a million reports and studies and find the 

types of agriculture interventions – to end hunger, help small farmers and manage climate change – that 

governments should prioritise and how much they would cost to implement. The analysis took  three years.  

They wrote 10 research papers looking at different solutions. The National Food Strategy for England sets out a 

new vision for the food system, including a tax on salt and sugar in processed and restaurant foods and using 

the revenue to subsidise fruit and vegetables for lower-income families, and a three-compartment land use 

strategy that incorporates nature conservation, low-yield agroecological farming and high-yield intensive 

farming using technologies such as robotics and artificial intelligence. A new Rockefeller 

Foundation report adds heft to the concerns about the high costs of cheap food. 

Police in Victoria are investigating an alleged threat of food tampering made against the first  company in  

Australia to mandate COVID-19 vaccines – SPC – for all its staff. 

A study co-sponsored by Britain’s Foreign Office estimated that the likelihood of an extreme heatwave 

capable of wiping out the southern Chinese rice crop any given year was 1 in 100 under 1°C of warming, but  

one in ten under 2-3°C of warming, 

A new research article says that bacteria in cow stomachs can be used to break down plastics.  

Insect Farming is set to boom – this article asks about the welfare of farmed insects – i.e. don’t farm bugs. Lab  

grown meat is less commercially imminent if you cut out the hype, according to this opinion. 

The first cases of African swine fever have been confirmed in farm pigs in Germany. Pest plants and animals 

cost Australia around $25 billion a year – and it will get worse. Related. 

 

Corona virus/pandemics (not exhaustive) 

A silver lining of the pandemic is asthma attacks have plummeted.  This requires a rethink about asthma. 

A recent review shows information for the public about COVID vaccines is too complex to read, understand 
and act upon. It’s even more complex than other COVID public health advice, such as for p hysical 
distancing or masks. Related survey discusses where people from culturally and linguistically diverse (CALD) 
communities get their COVID information from. It says there is a need to tailor communications to these 
communities via channels people use. 

More vaccinated people are dying of COVID than unvaccinated people, according to a recent  report from 

Public Health England (PHE). This article discusses the risk of death even with vaccination – it is as expected. 

Pop-up vaccination clinics at homelessness services, drop-in centres, crisis accommodation facilities, and 

rooming houses commenced yesterday, ensuring some of our most vulnerable V ictorians are protected 

against COVID-19. The European Medicines Agency recommended the authorisation of Moderna's 

coronavirus vaccine for children between the ages of 12 and 17. This is the first time that Moderna's shot  has 

been approved for teens. In Germany, more vaccination centres and doctors’ offices are struggling to use 

their vaccine supplies before they expire. Federal authorities are looking for storage options and exploring 

ways to donate doses abroad. Quebec announced it will introduce a vaccine passport, the first in Canada, 

to counter a fourth wave of the coronavirus and the spread of the Delta variant. In an Australian first , SPC -  

the fruit and vegetable processor - is mandating all its onsite staff and visitors be fully vaccinated by the end 

of November. By 15 November, all Qantas frontline employees, including cabin crew, pilots, and airport 

workers, will need to be fully vaccinated, the airline announced. 

A Norwegian study found more than half of young people with mild Covid-19 infections experienced ‘Long 

Covid.’ This piece discusses the emerging picture of brain injury from COVID-19 and Long Covid (neurological 

complications.) Another article on Long Covid. 

Israel is denying access to certain venues for unvaccinated citizens. Why Emmanuel Macron is pushing w hat 

is effectively a vaccine passport. Related story – France. This story discusses the possibility of vaccine passports 

in Australia. In the United States federal employees will now face a choice: attest to their completed 

vaccination status, or test one or two times a week, wear masks, and face travel restrictions. More companies 

https://news.stanford.edu/2020/09/02/scientists-turn-yeast-cells-drug-factories/
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/skorea-grant-legal-status-animals-tackle-abuse-abandonment-2021-08-19/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=twitter
https://www.nature.com/collections/dhiggjeagd
https://tabledebates.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=85afd3b5aa2e515e25c3e7b9d&id=8f18e3b4c2&e=69bda479e9
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/True-Cost-of-Food-Full-Report-Final.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-08-14/police-investigating-alleged-threat-spc-covid-vaccination/100377582
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2021/07/24/three-degrees-of-global-warming-is-quite-plausible-and-truly-disastrous
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fbioe.2021.684459/full?utm_source=ad&utm_medium=tw&utm_campaign=ba_nws_fbioe
https://aeon.co/essays/on-the-torment-of-insect-minds-and-our-moral-duty-not-to-farm-them?utm_source=Aeon+Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_drive_2021&utm_content=newsletter_banner
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2021/08/is-lab-meat-about-to-hit-your-dinner-plate/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=naytev&utm_medium=social
https://www.motherjones.com/food/2021/08/is-lab-meat-about-to-hit-your-dinner-plate/?utm_source=twitter&utm_campaign=naytev&utm_medium=social
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/germany-has-first-african-swine-fever-case-farm-pigs-2021-07-16/?taid=60f15c364f7e8d0001f29c97&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://neobiota.pensoft.net/article/58834/
https://theconversation.com/pest-plants-and-animals-cost-australia-around-25-billion-a-year-and-it-will-get-worse-164969?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202021%20-%202017319822&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202021%20-%202017319822+CID_853f45c7d0e562810a8feb52d465837f&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Pest%20plants%20and%20animals%20cost%20Australia%20around%2025%20billion%20a%20year%20%20and%20it%20will%20get%20worse
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/07/the-pandemic-drove-asthma-attacks-down-why/619396/
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2021/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccination-information-must-pay-attention-health-literacy
https://mfr.au-1.osf.io/render?url=https://osf.io/ehvxm/?direct%26mode=render%26action=download%26mode=render
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-novel-SARS-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/investigation-of-novel-SARS-cov-2-variant-variant-of-concern-20201201
https://twitter.com/VicGovDH/status/1418443906929217539?s=20
https://www.axios.com/europe-regulators-moderna-vaccine-teens-8421d560-71a0-4343-88ee-1c76404b2af1.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=health-moderna
https://www.axios.com/europe-regulators-moderna-vaccine-teens-8421d560-71a0-4343-88ee-1c76404b2af1.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=health-moderna
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/astrazeneca-and-pfizer-biontech-germany-faces-dilemma-of-what-to-do-with-excess-vaccine-a-6e13668e-0a1a-4251-821b-ff3eb3c7bbd9?sara_ecid=nl_upd_1jtzCCtmxpVo9GAZr2b4X8GquyeAc9&nlid=bfjpqhxz
https://news.yahoo.com/canadas-quebec-province-introduce-vaccine-171346219.html?fr=sycsrp_catchall
https://twitter.com/LisaMillar/status/1423020423277473792?s=20
https://twitter.com/LisaMillar/status/1423020423277473792?s=20
https://t.co/pVTodjdfds
https://sciencenorway.no/covid19/norwegian-study-more-than-half-of-young-people-with-mild-covid-19-infections-experienced-long-covid/1880560
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/11/small-study-reveals-details-of-brain-damage-in-covid-19-patients/
https://www.quantamagazine.org/long-covid-how-it-keeps-us-sick-20210701/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XoaSMPhJc1s
https://edm.privatemedia.com.au/e/272522/bling-vaccine-passports-france/pjsv4r/1013094504?h=T0Lz3vsNAEjFj5jusFgWA5zPBP0vG6qj04aQdb3K-dA
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/france-to-introduce-anti-covid-pass-for-cafes-trains-from-aug-9/ar-AAMFHQN
https://insidestory.org.au/passport-to-the-future/
https://insidestory.org.au/passport-to-the-future/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/07/29/fact-sheet-president-biden-to-announce-new-actions-to-get-more-americans-vaccinated-and-slow-the-spread-of-the-delta-variant/
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are requiring employee vaccination – list form the United States – did not look for similar in Australia or 

elsewhere. 

Papers:  

▪ A meta-analysis & systemic review listing more than 50 long-term effects of COVID-19 published by 

Nature.  

▪ Effect of the covid-19 pandemic in 2020 on life expectancy across populations in the USA and other high 

income countries: simulations of provisional mortality data. BMJ 2021; 373 (June 24, 2021). 

▪ Post-COVID syndrome and suicide risk - PubMed (nih.gov) 

 

Defence, National Security, Geopolitics, Emergency Management, etc.  

The United States – Australia alliance has become an unthinking custom and practice according to this 

opinion piece. This article is on a ‘Book Review Roundtable’: America and Its Allies. The case for taking a 

different approach to writing NATO doctrine – article.  

This interview with Gen. John M. Murray, Commanding General of AFC, highlights his view about what Army 

Futures Command has gotten right & wrong since it was founded in 2017. ‘The intelligence community  must  

make (open-source intelligence) OSINT a true intelligence discipline on par with the traditional functional 

disciplines.’ Open-source intelligence is increasingly capable of questioning the narratives spread by sta tes 

such as North Korea, China and Russia. A short guide to Defence acronyms prepared for a United States’ 

global security summit.   

This article discusses online criminal organisations (top 5.) This paper examines research and an ‘established 

industry’ concerned with predicting future protests and labour organising activity across global supply chains 

based on various publicly accessible data such as social media posts. 

Several stories about this … the unrest, the worst in South Africa in years. 

Here is an article on what is fuelling wildfires (US wildfire researcher.) The leader of Ireland’s military has a  PhD 

in environmental and ecosystem governance. He says climate change is the single biggest threat to the 

country. 

Dubai police are using artificial intelligence to predict crime and decrease response time to keep the city 

safe. 

 

Economy  

Ireland has said it will not sign onto the Biden administration/OECD/G-7 minimum tax proposal. This article 

reports on the views of experts who were asked three questions about a global minimum corporate tax ra te. 

A related article. 

Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak issued a passionate endorsement of the right-to-repair movement. A right to 

repair order for farm equipment in the United States. 

A West Australian coal mine that supplies one of the state's largest power stations has invoked a so-called Act 

of God clause to suspend operations, blaming a wetter-than-usual winter. Origin Energy slashed assets values 

(including of Australia’s biggest coal-fired power plant) by more than $1.5bn as cheap power from 

renewables floods the grid. New research finds Australia’s offshore wind resources offer vast potential both for 

electricity generation and new jobs. 

Deep sea mining (minerals mined from the  ocean floor) is becoming more likely – this article talks about 

Nauru’s intention to mine (and the possibility of a similar ‘Pacific’ surge elsewhere.) In a report published 

earlier this year, the International Energy Agency found that achieving net -zero emissions by 2050 would 

require six times more of certain minerals by 2040 than are being mined today. Related article on seabed 

mining. 

This article discusses what happens to coastal properties which are considered uninsurable by private 

insurance companies. In NZ coastal properties will start to lose insurance cover within the next  ten years. I n  

California more farms are being deemed too risky to insure because of wildfires. Article notes ‘The 

skyrocketing cost of fire insurance foreshadows a larger confrontation over so-called managed retreat.’ 

https://www.axios.com/companies-require-vaccine-covid-netflix-facebook-3d73f8bb-7b7b-4ab0-8035-ea9a78a6783d.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=economy-business-vaccinerequirements
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-95565-8
https://aaiforesight.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d1fd4f44a9e860b7ecb6a67e0&id=6f114e2fde&e=70c98765ce
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33486531/
https://johnmenadue.com/australias-alliance-with-the-united-states-passed-its-use-by-date/
https://tnsr.org/roundtable/book-review-roundtable-america-and-its-allies/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/is-nato-land-operations-doctrine-aiming-too-high/
https://www.defensenews.com/interviews/2021/07/12/army-futures-command-chief-on-what-his-team-got-right-and-wrong-since-its-founding/
https://www.defenseone.com/ideas/2021/07/intelligence-community-open-source/183789/
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2021/08/07/open-source-intelligence-challenges-state-monopolies-on-information?utm_campaign=editorial-social&utm_medium=social-organic&utm_source=twitter
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/blog-posts/working-definitions-for-global-cooperation/?utm_source=iContact&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=communications-department&utm_content=A+Dictionary+for+Global+Security+-+newsletter
https://theconversation.com/holding-the-world-to-ransom-the-top-5-most-dangerous-criminal-organisations-online-right-now-163977?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%208%202021%20-%201996419600&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%208%202021%20-%201996419600+CID_14a38ceb026dee8d10dceb6b59ffb3c6&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Holding%20the%20world%20to%20ransom%20the%20top%205%20most%20dangerous%20criminal%20organisations%20online%20right%20now
https://ggrill.net/assets/pdf/protest-prediction-preprint.pdf
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/south-africa-looting-1.6102001
https://nautil.us/issue/104/harmony/whats-fueling-todays-extreme-fires?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=post&utm_campaign=extremefires
https://www.thejournal.ie/climate-change-security-risk-to-ireland-mark-mellett-5507407-Jul2021/?utm_source=shortlink
https://t.co/hNHpqYlYH5
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/economy/ireland-cannot-be-part-of-current-global-tax-reform-proposals-donohoe-says-1.4621213
https://review.chicagobooth.edu/economics/2021/article/would-global-minimum-corporate-tax-rate-end-race-bottom
https://review.chicagobooth.edu/economics/2021/article/would-global-minimum-corporate-tax-rate-end-race-bottom
https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-57763037
https://civileats.com/2021/07/13/farmers-just-got-a-new-right-to-repair-their-tractors/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2021-07-30/coal-suspension-griffin-coal-force-majeure/100327788
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/jul/30/origin-energy-slashes-value-of-australias-biggest-coal-fired-plant-due-to-impact-of-cheap-renewables
https://blueeconomycrc.com.au/projects/offshore-wind-potential-australia/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/the-race-for-ev-parts-leads-to-risky-deep-ocean-mining
https://www.iea.org/reports/the-role-of-critical-minerals-in-clean-energy-transitions/executive-summary
https://e360.yale.edu/features/the-race-for-ev-parts-leads-to-risky-deep-ocean-mining
https://theconversation.com/with-seas-rising-and-storms-surging-who-will-pay-for-new-zealands-most-vulnerable-coastal-properties-163807?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2012%202021%20-%201999619634&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2012%202021%20-%201999619634+CID_eddaba5cdfda7b0d40b69c1ae9d74f64&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=With%20seas%20rising%20and%20storms%20surging%20who%20will%20pay%20for%20New%20Zealands%20most%20vulnerable%20coastal%20properties
https://grist.org/agriculture/as-wildfires-worsen-more-california-farms-are-deemed-too-risky-to-insure/?utm_campaign=sprout&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=1627681001
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A report Generation Stressed: House Prices and the Cost of Living in the 21st Century shows a significant 

increase in the lifetime expenditure on the median mortgage over three decades, and a consequent 

reduction in the spending capacity of average Australian households. 

Research suggests that people with less money or other resources think more clearly in terms of costs and 

trade-offs. Previous research conducted by the same team found that constraints force people to focus on 

the task at hand, at the expense of future, less urgent demands. 

McKinsey has written insights about: ‘Buy now, pay later: Five business models to compete.’ Square 

announced it acquired Afterpay, the pioneer of the buy now, pay later model 

The four-day work week … The Rise Of The Four-Day Work Week. According to a McKinsey G lobal I nst itute 

analysis, perhaps 20–25% of jobs in developed economies can be reasonably done remotely for 3–5 days per 

week. (Analysed for China, France, Germany, India, Japan, Mexico, Spain, the United Kingdom, and the 

United States.) A second article on the four-day work week. Podcast on the future of work. More on the 

remote working issue – why managers fear remote work. As a result of some successful experiences with 

remote work, the US Air Force is redesigning its on-base workspaces. 

Research has shown that meetings correlate with a decline in workplace happiness, productivity, and even 

company market share. Can tech, like automated scheduling tools & facial recognition that measures who’s 

paying attention, make them better? 

Management consultants Boston Consulting make millions in Australia Government consulting contracts then 

manage to wipe out their tax by paying for expensive management consultants. 

 

Read:  

▪ Kellogg, K. C., Valentine, M. A., & Christin, A. (2020). Algorithms at work: The new contested terrain of 

control. Academy of Management Annals, 14(1), 366-410.  

 

Environment  

A new report reviewed twelve published protocols used to generate soil carbon credits through carbon 

sequestration in croplands. It might be useful for policymakers. 

Sustainability researcher Gaya Herrington made headlines when she examined claims from a 1972 MIT  study 

predicting the end of civilization —  and found that we’re indeed on track for a collapse a round the year 

2040. She is standing by her grim forecast. Business as usual will likely lead to economic and societal collapse.  

Herrington wrote a linked in article too. This is an important paper on how to accumulate/build deeper 

insights from multiple (harmonized) studies in sustainability science. Seven sustainability trends to watch in 

2021(Supply Chain magazine.) Related piece. Stanford University’s first new school in 70 years will address 

climate and sustainability.  

▪ Paper: A framework for analysing and informing Australia’s National strategic natural resource 

management policies (i.e. evaluative framework.)  

▪ Another paper: The six dimensions of Collective Leadership that advance sustainability objectives. 

A panel of lawyers unveiled a legal definition for the crime of ecocide, the mass destruction of the 

environment. This definition has been created in the hope that the International Crimes Court (ICC) will adopt 

it. If this happens, it will put Ecocide on a par with war crimes.  

Australian businesses are about to be whacked with a carbon tax. Not by Canberra, but by Brussels and 

Washington with the increasing possibility that Ottawa, Tokyo and even London may follow suit , free trade 

agreements aside. In the United States, Democrats unveiled legislation that would levy a fee on imported 

carbon-intensive goods, like steel and aluminium. Japan is considering a carbon border tax that would 

impose tariffs on imports from countries with insufficient environmental standards, the Nikkei 

newspaper reported. This article looks at carbon border taxes – and arguments they would be unfair, risky, 

and marginally effective.  

The Australian Leadership Index found environmental outcomes increasingly shape how voters view their 

political leaders. It suggests these differences may have electoral consequences. 

https://percapita.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=df554fce99759bafc9e23460e&id=0cff950f50&e=0a397ba971
https://review.chicagobooth.edu/magazine/spring-2015/how-poverty-brings-costs-into-focus
https://www.mckinsey.com/industries/financial-services/our-insights/buy-now-pay-later-five-business-models-to-compete?cid=other-eml-dre-mip-mck&hlkid=fe8d65a7f9ba4e2ebb0df3ffe6790219&hctky=2826246&hdpid=5d74c613-e313-4eb3-9045-2b970f9aa1f2
https://link.recode.net/click/24629876.49966/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAyMS8wOC8wMS9idXNpbmVzcy9kZWFsYm9vay9zcXVhcmUtYWZ0ZXJwYXktcGF5bWVudHMuaHRtbA/608c6cb87e3ba002de99f135B0e631140
https://www.npr.org/2021/07/21/1018843275/the-rise-of-the-four-day-work-week
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/future-of-work/whats-next-for-remote-work-an-analysis-of-2000-tasks-800-jobs-and-nine-countries
https://ideas.ted.com/case-for-4-day-workweek/?utm_campaign=social&utm_content=2021-8-03&utm_medium=social&utm_source=t.co
https://theconversation.com/the-four-day-work-week-has-its-moment-arrived-podcast-165214?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202021%20-%202017819827&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2030%202021%20-%202017819827+Version+B+CID_d4d1e99b1e4153f10fdec087cfbd9d1d&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=The%20four-day%20work%20week%20%20has%20its%20moment%20arrived
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2021/08/why-managers-fear-remote-work-future/184174/
https://www.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2715679/work-begins-on-afimsc-office-of-future/
https://www.wired.com/story/ai-can-run-work-meetings-now-headroom-clockwise/?mbid=social_twitter&utm_brand=wired&utm_campaign=falcon&utm_medium=social&utm_social-type=owned&utm_source=twitter
https://www.michaelwest.com.au/bad-manager-is-boston-consulting-really-consulting-consultants/
https://doi.org/10.5465/annals.2018.0174
https://doi.org/10.5465/annals.2018.0174
https://www.edf.org/sites/default/files/content/agricultural-soil-carbon-credits-protocol-synthesis.pdf
https://futurism.com/the-byte/mit-prediction-civilization-collapse-on-track
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/25/gaya-herrington-mit-study-the-limits-to-growth?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/25/gaya-herrington-mit-study-the-limits-to-growth?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/29/e2106489118
https://iby.imd.org/sustainability/seven-sustainability-trends-to-watch-in-2021/?utm_source=DME&utm_medium=em&utm_campaign=DM-Focused&utm_term=DM-Focused&utm_content=DM-Focused-Insights
https://advisory.kpmg.us/articles/2021/limits-to-growth.html
https://news.stanford.edu/today/2021/07/29/academic-structure-announced-new-school-focused-climate-sustainability/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=&utm_content=UComm_twitter_Stanford_202107301042_sf148301086&sf148301086=1
https://news.stanford.edu/today/2021/07/29/academic-structure-announced-new-school-focused-climate-sustainability/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=&utm_content=UComm_twitter_Stanford_202107301042_sf148301086&sf148301086=1
https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/PRFQBU2SHIGMU7SP6I3M/full?target=10.1080%2F14486563.2021.1959427&
https://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol26/iss3/art9/
https://www.thefuturescentre.org/signal/legal-experts-draw-up-historic-definition-of-ecocide/?utm_source=The+Futures+Centre&utm_campaign=b6ea641a5a-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_03_03_01_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d51c2f9284-b6ea641a5a-157428217&mc_cid=b6ea641a5a&mc_eid=c1ef68f417
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-07-16/experts-say-eu-carbon-tariffs-spell-trouble-australian-commodity/100298028
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-07-16/experts-say-eu-carbon-tariffs-spell-trouble-australian-commodity/100298028
https://www.axios.com/democrats-unveil-carbon-border-tax-plan-e0068995-158f-4ca0-9469-135978eddb8c.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=energy-environment-carbontax
https://www.axios.com/democrats-unveil-carbon-border-tax-plan-e0068995-158f-4ca0-9469-135978eddb8c.html?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=editorial&utm_content=energy-environment-carbontax
https://www.nikkei.com/article/DGKKZO69029070Q1A210C2EE8000/
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2021/06/can-we-stop-carbon-at-the-border/?utm_source=Anthropocene&utm_campaign=16b2776c9d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_10_17_02_17_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ececcea89a-16b2776c9d-294229069
https://www.australianleadershipindex.org/


AJASN Newsletter July 2021  Page 7 of 11 

 

Draft 1 of the post-2020 global biodiversity framework is out now. FAO report on biodiversity for food and 

agriculture. A paper in Conservation Biology shows how scientists – for the first time – applied the IUCN Green 

Status of Species. This is a new Global Standard to measure how close a species' is to being fully ecologica lly 

functional across its range, and how much it has recovered thanks to conservation action. Preliminary IUCN 

Green Status assessments for 181 species are presented in the paper. A new analysis says the costs of battling 

invasive species in Australia is skyrocketing and has now hit about $25 billion a year. (Actual study.) 

Discussion about the principles of extended producer responsibility (EPR) in the UK. EPR states that those w ho 

make the mess should pay to clean up the mess. EPR is an established policy approach that makes producers 

liable for the treatment or disposal of post-consumer products. (Producers are in the frame rather than 

consumers who don’t dispose of used packaging responsibly.) It has been adopted successfully in Canada, 

South Korea, Japan, and several European countries. 

A special issue of Science Magazine is on plastics. Governments must prepare for the coming tsunami of 

green trash (from renewable energy and recycling.)  A new model tracking the vertical movement of algae-

covered microplastic particles (plastic waste in oceans) was developed. Reuters examined dozens of 

advanced recycling projects around the world and found most to be fighting a losing battle against logistical 

obstacles. A paper discusses a new method to solve the plastics sustainability problem 
Fish are becoming addicted to methamphetamines seeping into rivers. A senior executive with  th e Pacific 

Salmon Strategy Initiative at Fisheries and Oceans Canada said the decision to implement long-term closures 

to the commercial salmon fisheries is part of a broader, holistic strategy to protect wild salmon. Researchers in 

Japan have cultured cells of the reef-building coral Acropora tenuis into 20 distinct cell lines, all of which can 

be frozen and sent to scientists around the world.  

A world-first report says that boycotting palm oil in foods and simply substituting it with another ingredient may 

lead to unintended negative consequences and increased environmental destruction elsewhere. 

Scientific Reports presented work by international teams working in the polar regions. Iran is water bankrupt 

after years of mismanagement under the regime, leading to shortages that have triggered deadly p rotests 

across the country and discontent in the wider Middle East. 

Brussels will ban diesel cars by 2030 and gasoline cars by 2035. The announcement by BHP, the world’s 

second-largest mining company, that it will shift its oil and gas assets into a joint venture with Australian outfit  

Woodside is an indication BHP is getting out of the carbon-based fuel industry. 

 

Climate…  

This report on the state of the climate paints a sobering picture. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) concluded that, without deep and immediate cuts to greenhouse gas emissions, the world  is 

very likely headed for climate catastrophe. Here is a very short, plain-language summary of top  takeaways 

from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Report. NASA’s Sea Level Change Team 

created a projection tool based on the latest data from the IPCC that lets you see what sea  lev els a round 

the globe are expected to look like in the future. A study finds New Zealand, Australia, Iceland, Ireland, and 

the UK as potential places where nodes of complex civilization might be maintained in the event of climate-

induced collapse. This research describes some possible costs of climate tipping points in an effort to add up  

the ‘social cost of carbon,’ an important metric for drafting policies like carbon pricing. 

Degrees of Risk- Defining a Risk Management Framework for Climate Security – a report. 

A story-map derives from a report: "Arctic Temperatures and Tensions Rise: A Case Study of Climate and 

Security Risk in the Arctic". To stop melting permafrost that threatens an Alaskan gas pipeline, they’re 

artificially freezing the ground. 

Myth? 

The popular narrative about Easter Island could be mostly false. New research suggests that the narratives 

connecting environmental devastation to population decline are not accurate. A study found that w hile 

the Rapa Nui people did suffer environmental and climatic changes, they didn't suddenly dwindle in 

number but rather maintained ‘stable and sustainable communities on the island’ up until the point  they 

encountered Europeans. 

https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020/wg2020-03/documents
http://www.fao.org/state-of-biodiversity-for-food-agriculture/en/?utm_content=bufferd5954&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/cobi.13756
https://theconversation.cmail19.com/t/r-l-tluytrlk-ydjddtltjy-i/
https://neobiota.pensoft.net/article/58834/
https://www.raconteur.net/packaging/packaging-waste-extended-producer-responsibility/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Is+the+fashion+industry+suffering+from+influencer+fatigue%3F&utm_campaign=Weekly-newsletter-thu-jul29-6am
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/373/6550
file:///C:/Users/Kate/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/X6X2EFQ8/email.mht
file:///C:/Users/Kate/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/X6X2EFQ8/email.mht
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lno.11879
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lno.11879
https://email-tracking.qz.com/ss/c/8aTaQWsZf83r7p52x9VHCNMn67I1VEO5NX7qy8olW4vr0Hn_ttzpTu_IwOrMAZYhqD8hPZUBNc5fYB7ydNRgdV5S4IIVASaIX_A5J6qyLO89B9S39DCrR0erLAVKoLZY/3e2/K3ozxmBuS_CgEdXaRot1wA/h24/JoprMhe-qCG1e1o-wRfXTrQDQaGvyf4AsggkmP3AO-8
https://email-tracking.qz.com/ss/c/8aTaQWsZf83r7p52x9VHCNMn67I1VEO5NX7qy8olW4vr0Hn_ttzpTu_IwOrMAZYhqD8hPZUBNc5fYB7ydNRgdV5S4IIVASaIX_A5J6qyLO89B9S39DCrR0erLAVKoLZY/3e2/K3ozxmBuS_CgEdXaRot1wA/h24/JoprMhe-qCG1e1o-wRfXTrQDQaGvyf4AsggkmP3AO-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41557-021-00748-5
https://journals.biologists.com/jeb/article-abstract/224/13/jeb242145/270755/Methamphetamine-pollution-elicits-addiction-in?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/pss-ssp/index-eng.html
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/campaign-campagne/pss-ssp/index-eng.html
https://thenarwhal.ca/fisheries-oceans-canada-commercial-closures/?utm_source=The+Narwhal+Newsletter&utm_campaign=80fd93fb18-July+29+2021+%E2%80%94+Newsletter+%E2%80%94+non-members&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6a05fddb8-80fd93fb18-108508687
https://www.the-scientist.com/modus-operandi/first-immortal-cell-line-cultured-for-reef-building-corals-68858?utm_content=174419883&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&hss_channel=tw-18198832
https://fr.zone-secure.net/-/ediblefatsandoils/-/#page=1
https://www.nature.com/collections/szpxlrkbvq?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=ads&utm_campaign=SREP_1_AW02_GL_EC_POLAR_SCIENCE
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/iran-fast-running-out-of-water-says-exiled-expert-after-deadly-protests-mt3gdndc3?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=newsletter_101&utm_medium=email&utm_content=101_14538691&CMP=TNLEmail_7172239_14538691_101
https://qz.com/2030106/brussels-will-ban-diesel-cars-by-2030-petrol-cars-by-2035/
https://theconversation.com/bhps-offloading-of-oil-and-gas-assets-shows-the-global-market-has-turned-on-fossil-fuels-166336?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2019%202021%20-%202035820024&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20August%2019%202021%20-%202035820024+CID_28f94de54556e6984785097eb689a333&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=BHPs%20offloading%20of%20oil%20and%20gas%20assets%20shows%20the%20global%20market%20has%20turned%20on%20fossil%20fuels
https://theconversation.com/this-is-the-most-sobering-report-card-yet-on-climate-change-and-earths-future-heres-what-you-need-to-know-165395
https://www.npr.org/2021/08/10/1026137992/3-things-to-know-about-what-scientists-say-about-our-future-climate
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/nasa-international-panel-provide-a-new-window-on-rising-seas
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/15/8161/htm
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2103081118
https://www.e3g.org/publications/degrees-of-risk-defining-a-risk-management-framework-for-climate-security/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/fb4d85defe18447ba0ec5955bab4a6cb
https://councilonstrategicrisks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Security-and-Climate-Risk-in-the-Arctic_Tensions-and-Temperatures-Rise_2021_06_21.pdf
https://edm.privatemedia.com.au/e/272522/stabilize-alaska-oil-pipeline-/pjsv5c/1013094504?h=T0Lz3vsNAEjFj5jusFgWA5zPBP0vG6qj04aQdb3K-dA
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-24252-z#Sec3
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A report from Greenpeace Australia Pacific lays out a case against fossil fuels. It describes how burning fossil 

fuels – coal, oil, and gas – has created climate calamity, marked by the extreme heat, devastat ing floods, 

inundated coastlines and super-charged bushfire. An admission from Chevron highlights that carbon capture 

and storage in the fossil fuel sector is an expensive failure. An ExxonMobil lobbyist discussed the company's 

financing of ‘shadow groups’ to sow doubt in climate science. The left-leaning government of Greenland has 

decided to suspend all oil exploration. A team calculated that a decarbonised world could lose 9.5 mill ion 

fossil fuel jobs and gain 17.4 million renewable jobs. 

No longer a carbon sink but a source of emissions. Atmospheric measurements show that deforestation and 

rapid local warming have reduced or eliminated the capacity of the eastern Amazonian Forest  to absorb  

carbon dioxide — with worrying implications for future global warming. Global warming may be triggering a  

non-linear climate response, possibly involving drought magnifying the warming, to brew  up  ext reme heat 

storms that exceed climate projections. Extreme precipitation events have become more common  –  using 

machine learning researchers determined that human activities, including burning fossil fuels, are to b lame. 

The Met Office  issued its first ever weather warning for extreme heat in the UK after a (July) weekend w hich 

saw the hottest day of the year across all four nations. Exceptionally long heat waves and other hot  ev ents 

could become commonplace in the United States in the next 30 years, according to a new study. The 

combination of the moon's wobble, sea level rise and more intense storms will bring worse tidal floods into 

coastal communities in the 2030s. This includes in Australia.  

A new report rates as poor performances by numerous nations in addressing health issues in  their emissions 

and adaptation goals as part of the Paris Agreement. 

Researchers calculated that mangroves, salt marshes and seagrass meadows store roughly the equivalent of 

the annual carbon emissions of France—with an estimated value of $190 billion per year (b lue carbon .) A 

study found men’s spending on goods causes 16% more climate-heating emissions than w omen’s, despite 

the sum of money being very similar. The biggest difference was men’s spending on petrol and diesel for their 

cars. 

 

Foresight 

 

 

Tweet: Orgs saying ‘we have no time to explore the future, there are urgent problems to solve’ often miss the 

point: foresight helps you gain systemic insights necessary to avoid solving the wrong problems today. The 

‘solutionist hurry’ is often what caused the now urgent problems. 

This article discusses ‘If machines make all our decisions, who's in charge?’ with some distinctly dystopian 

views about the future and accountability. 

The Future of Home e-book by the Australian Centre for Social Innovation – download.  

Reminder 

There are several WIPO Patent Landscape Reports that might be useful to scanners. 

The WIPO Manual on Open-Source Tools for Patent Analytics provides information and step-by-step 

guidance for conducting various patent analysis tasks using a selection of open-source tools. 

Interesting read: The Dangerous Ideas of “Longtermism” and “Existential Risk” Phil Torres in Current Affairs 
magazine. Also interesting is a commentary on the thin threads of power (political will and ability to 

achieve outcomes.) 

https://www.greenpeace.org.au/
https://www.greenpeace.org.au/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/chevron-concedes-ccs-failures-at-gorgon-seeks-deal-with-wa-regulators/
https://www.axios.com/exxon-climate-change-lobbying-7a88d717-8db5-4053-8113-004a6e3b467b.html
https://apnews.com/article/europe-business-climate-environment-and-nature-climate-change-6ac3a74848b2cf7c89d18c348b19e3a7?utm_medium=AP&utm_source=Twitter&utm_campaign=SocialFlow
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2021/07/one-consequence-of-climate-action-an-energy-jobs-boom/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=one-consequence-of-climate-action-an-energy-jobs-boom&utm_source=Anthropocene&utm_campaign=854a52cdcb-Anthropocene+science+to+AM&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ececcea89a-854a52cdcb-294229069
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-01871-6
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/analysis/heatwave/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-021-24262-x
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/met-office
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/weather-warning
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/extreme-heat
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2010GL043888
https://theconversation.com/you-may-have-heard-the-moon-wobble-will-intensify-coastal-floods-well-heres-what-that-means-for-australia-164632?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202021%20-%202012819774&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202021%20-%202012819774+CID_21d2877d1bf5fa32434f11c461729de9&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=You%20may%20have%20heard%20the%20moon%20wobble%20will%20intensify%20coastal%20floods%20Well%20heres%20what%20that%20means%20for%20Australia
https://climateandhealthalliance.org/initiatives/healthy-ndcs/ndc-scorecards/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-021-01089-4
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jiec.13176
https://twitter.com/pantopinik/status/1415307937438908416
https://twitter.com/hashtag/future?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/foresight?src=hashtag_click
https://unherd.com/2021/07/this-is-how-democracy-dies/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups%5b0%5d=18743&tl_period_type=3&mc_cid=4040920317&mc_eid=20ba97ac35
https://tacsi.org.au/future-of-home/?utm_source=mandarin&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=foh
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/352294628_Preparing_Organizations_for_Greater_Turbulence
https://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/programs/patent_landscapes/index.html
https://wipo-analytics.github.io/
https://davidallengreen.com/2021/08/the-thin-threads-of-power-politics-in-an-age-of-impotence/
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Futurists will be honoured in the Smithsonian’s expansive Futures exhibition in 2021 to mark the Institution’s 

175th anniversary. 

An Inca road built in the 1400s is still affecting income, schooling, and land ownership --  here is the 

Economist's take. 

Health futures: Strategic foresight to combat non-communicable diseases: The Pacific islands perspective * 

Journal of Futures Studies (jfsdigital.org)  
 

Health 

In new research scientists divide all cancers into two groups, based on the presence or absence of a protein 

called the Yes-associated protein, or YAP. These findings could provide a new strategy for treating the most 

aggressive and untreatable forms of the disease. 

The United States’ CDC reports first cases of the dangerous fungus Candida auris where people have 

contracted pan-resistant strains — they aren't susceptible to any of the available drugs. This is not pan-

resistance after treatment. It is pan-resistance from the jump.  
Climate change is linked to spread of parasitic diseases in the United States. Studies reveal a drop in cold-

related deaths but growing numbers of people dying from heat.  More than 5 million extra deaths a year can 

be attributed to abnormal hot and cold temperatures, according to a world first international study, A recent 

survey shows that about 83% of Gen Z Americans (ages of 14 and 24) are concerned about the health of the 

planet and say that the quality of their environment affects their health and well-being.  

An environmental toxicologist explains the threat that wildfire smoke poses to human health.  

 

Science and Technology 

People who trust science are more likely to be duped into believing and disseminating pseudoscience, new 

paper. 

Canada will require detailed evaluations of university research partnerships (i.e. risk assessments) in  order to 

protect intellectual property rights and keep sensitive information out of the hands of foreign gov ernments.  

This article suggests an alternative to the ‘tarnished’ practice of peer review . 

Digital ‘smell’ technologies could potentially revolutionise a range of industries, from fragrances and food to 

the environmental and health care sectors. Also, advertising technology capable of matching background 

music to products to drive purchasing. 

This research reviews the state of different geoengineering technologies, highlighting differences in 

technological development stage, price, time scales, and potential secondary effects. The paper looks a t  

the geopolitical risks that may be introduced by geoengineering implementation. It also examines w hether 

existing international governance mechanisms manage the geopolitical risks associated with 

geoengineering. 

What if platforms (e.g. Google, FaceBook) had a duty of care towards users? ‘We share more information 

with technology platforms than we do with professionals for whom fiduciary obligations were developed. I t  is 

about time the law caught up with this reality.’ This article says a fight for control threatens to destabilise and 

fragment the internet. Researchers at Stanford University just released the first peer-reviewed, psychological 

study of Zoom fatigue. Causes and fixes mentioned.  New term: Internet of Behaviours or IoB. Coined by 

Gartner, IoB is the extension of IoT but focusing on capturing, processing, and analysing the ‘digital dust ’ of 

people’s daily lives. Amazon. has been hit with a record €746 million (Euros) European Union fine for 

processing personal data in violation of the bloc's GDPR rules (privacy rules.)  

The world's first 3D-printed steel bridge has opened in Amsterdam. And elsewhere a concrete 3D printed 

bridge. 

In a judicial world first — Australia’s Federal Court ruled an artificial intelligence system can be named as an 

inventor. 

 

  

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/pioneering-sci-fi-writer-octavia-e-butler-joins-pantheon-celebrated-futurists-180978255/
https://voxeu.org/article/long-term-effects-inca-road
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/07/31/an-inca-highway-still-benefits-people-living-nearby
https://jfsdigital.org/2021/08/04/strategic-foresight-to-combat-non-communicable-diseases-the-pacific-islands-perspective/?fbclid=IwAR2OpfSMLPOPiXwEWAf8ub2uZlG1pzDZGgxr1Kf7TtxhyOmjgY4gil69q9I
https://jfsdigital.org/2021/08/04/strategic-foresight-to-combat-non-communicable-diseases-the-pacific-islands-perspective/?fbclid=IwAR2OpfSMLPOPiXwEWAf8ub2uZlG1pzDZGgxr1Kf7TtxhyOmjgY4gil69q9I
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-07-common-denominator-linking-cancers.html?utm_source=nwletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=weekly-nwletter
https://www.statnews.com/2021/07/22/first-cases-candida-auris-resistant-to-all-drugs-untreated-people/
https://undark.org/2021/06/21/climate-change-could-fuel-spread-flesh-eating-parasite/?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1624657921
https://cosmosmagazine.com/earth/climate/surge-in-climate-related-deaths-predicted/?utm_content=buffer4ffe0&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2021-07/mu-5md070521.php
https://www.verywellhealth.com/gen-z-climate-change-anxiety-survey-5179490
https://ideas.ted.com/heres-how-wildfire-smoke-affects-the-body-and-how-you-can-protect-yourself/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022103121000871?casa_token=btDc-A5FXdkAAAAA:Heb6x7w90YW02WGyeDpdqlajPdykNu33CWSNDhNsEJcmRVNPDj8QnzMgo_zPFi7aEutCPjph07o
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022103121000871?casa_token=btDc-A5FXdkAAAAA:Heb6x7w90YW02WGyeDpdqlajPdykNu33CWSNDhNsEJcmRVNPDj8QnzMgo_zPFi7aEutCPjph07o
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/canada-require-risk-assessments-researchers-protect-intellectual-property-2021-07-12/?taid=60ecccfcb9a11500017c2703&utm_campaign=trueAnthem:+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.jamesgmartin.center/2021/07/peer-review-a-tarnished-gold-standard/
https://sloanreview.mit.edu/article/business-scents-the-rise-of-digital-olfaction/?social_token=aeee54eb81691c06e42b81a6cb8b7212&utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=sm-direct
https://www.marketingdive.com/news/dunkin-drives-audio-ad-results-by-matching-background-music-to-listeners/603014/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202021-07-08%20Marketing%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:35315%5D&utm_term=Marketing%20Dive
https://www.marketingdive.com/news/dunkin-drives-audio-ad-results-by-matching-background-music-to-listeners/603014/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202021-07-08%20Marketing%20Dive%20Newsletter%20%5Bissue:35315%5D&utm_term=Marketing%20Dive
https://www.rand.org/pubs/perspectives/PEA1133-1.html?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7014N000001Snj1QAC&utm_term=00v4N00000X3WF6QAN&org=1674&lvl=100&ite=3424&lea=548634&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0w4N000009IAFmQAO
https://neweconomics.org/2021/08/big-techs-duty-of-care
https://theconversation.com/fight-for-control-threatens-to-destabilize-and-fragment-the-internet-162914?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202021%20-%202013219779&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20July%2026%202021%20-%202013219779+CID_74abeeb1148ee77f3730f8c05d49055a&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Fight%20for%20control%20threatens%20to%20destabilize%20and%20fragment%20the%20internet
https://tmb.apaopen.org/pub/nonverbal-overload/release/1
https://www.iotforall.com/internet-of-behavior
https://www.reuters.com/business/retail-consumer/amazon-hit-with-886-million-eu-data-privacy-fine-2021-07-30/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=technology-roundup&utm_term=Technology%20Roundup%20-%202021%20-%20Master%20List
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2283934-worlds-first-3d-printed-steel-bridge-opens-in-amsterdam/?utm_term=Autofeed&utm_campaign=echobox&utm_medium=social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1626822156
https://newatlas.com/3d-printing/worlds-first-3d-printed-concrete-bridge-eth-zaha-hadid/?utm_source=New+Atlas+Subscribers&utm_campaign=146cddefbc-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_07_30_07_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65b67362bd-146cddefbc-89997790
https://newatlas.com/3d-printing/worlds-first-3d-printed-concrete-bridge-eth-zaha-hadid/?utm_source=New+Atlas+Subscribers&utm_campaign=146cddefbc-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_07_30_07_37&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65b67362bd-146cddefbc-89997790
https://theconversation.com/if-machines-can-be-inventors-could-ai-soon-monopolise-technology-165604?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echobox=1628228838-1
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Society  

This paper says high school students around the world got lonelier  betw een 

2012 and 2019. The only global trends that correlated with this was 

smartphone & social media adoption. Note, the research has been 

critiqued. A study of books over 125 years finds massive jump in depressed 

and anxious language in last 20 years (English, Spanish, and German books.) 

‘Our results point to the possibility that recent socioeconomic changes, new  

technology, and social media are associated with a surge of cognitive 

distortions.’  

A new report says federal investment in 16,800 social housing units would 

result in immediate economic benefits worth $15.3 billion and create 47,000 

new jobs. 

An animal shelter in Munich is putting lonely pets on the dating app Tinder to 

find them a home 

 

Resources 

a. Tools  

Long term insight brief NZ Long-term Insights Briefings | Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 

(DPMC) 

A new app called Skipper Science aims to bridge the gap between fishermen and scientists. Fishermen 

can log climate change observations on the water that will upload to a large database accessible by 

scientists. 

GovTEAMS is a comprehensive whole-of-government collaboration service for the Australian Public 

Service 

b. Read 

Yin, Yian, Jian Gao, Benjamin F. Jones, and Dashun Wang. 2021. Coevolution of 

Policy and Science during the Pandemic. Science  

Journal of Controversial Ideas Journal of Controversial Ideas edited by Peter Singer 

etc. it is interesting to note that authors can use pseudonyms not their rea l name. 

Another look at the Journal of Controversial Ideas. A new journal – PNAS Nexus 

might be worth following. 

Speculating Futures reading list.  

 

 

c. Watch  

What would your day look like living in a drastically hotter Berlin-Neukölln in 2039? … looking for 

storytellers, performers, improvisors and experience designers to join us for the Climate Futuring Weekend 

in Berlin on July 24&25! 

d. Play 

A new study uses the Divergent Association Task (DAT), a 4-minute, 10-word test to measure one aspect  

of creative potential. Study – here. 

Misinformation 

This proof-of-principle experiment shows that it is relatively easy to teach people to spot manipulative, 

targeted advertising. 

It's a MAD Information War (mutually assured destruction) – interesting provocation about information 

‘warfare.’ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/31/opinion/smartphone-iphone-social-media-isolation.html
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/30/e2102061118.full
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U9xVI7Fdy2D-mWCSVN-shrKRBpn4s83p/view
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/purrfect-match-animal-shelter-puts-lonely-pets-tinder-2021-08-11/
https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-programmes/policy-project/long-term-insights-briefings
https://dpmc.govt.nz/our-programmes/policy-project/long-term-insights-briefings
https://skipperscience.org/
https://www.govteams.gov.au/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6525/128.summary
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6525/128.summary
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/371/6525/128.summary
https://journalofcontroversialideas.org/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/should-academics-be-allowed-publish-anonymously
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus
http://speculatingfutures.club/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cnSOH3aLE6taCl28BbAELh4oeBA0dSVnrioSs9GEXtc/edit
https://www.datcreativity.com/
https://www.futurity.org/bosses-emotional-intelligence-creativity-2303962/
https://www.pnas.org/content/118/25/e2022340118
https://academic.oup.com/pnasnexus
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-94796-z
https://xyonline.net/content/responding-backlash-and-resistance
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Vortimo – new app for horizon scanning 

Vortimo saves all web pages you’ve visited locally on your hard drive – exactly how you saw them in your 

browser. Vortimo can be used by anyone that uses a browser to research a topic. This 

includes investigators that are profiling individuals or companies, intelligence analysts using open-source 

intelligence (OSINT), IT security personnel or even academics doing domain specific research. ‘Vort imo 

organises information collected from your browser – so it does not matter if you’re browsing the web, using 

social networks, or visiting your company’s intranet.’ 

https://www.vortimo.com/

