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Public Sector 

For the fourth year running, independent research was undertaken by two philosophically 

opposed Right and Left think tanks finds that basic standards of evidence and 

consultation-based policymaking are only loosely followed by Australian federal and state 

governments. Unfortunately, there was a deterioration in 2021 on the 2020 resu lt s (w hich 

included bushfire and Covid-19 ‘emergency’ measures). Media statement. You can read 

the IPA’s report here. You can read Per Capita’s report here. Home - Evidence Based 

Policy Research Project 

A paper in the Australian Journal of Public Administration presents a growth-oriented 

leadership framework to support staff to adapt and flourish at work. (Explanation) 

IPPR research (UK) explores what's happening to trust in politics across the UK - and why it  

matters (shows evidence on trust in decline.)  

In the final instalment of the 2021 Reimagining Government series, ANZSOG and CPI 

hosted an interactive webinar exploring the concept of system stewardship, and how to 

encourage more of it within and across government agencies, so that our systems work to 

serve everyone. 

The 24th report on the state of the Australian Public Service (APS) w as tab led in  

Pa rliament.  A  rela ted report  APS Inc: undermining public sector capability and 

performance from the Senate Finance and Public Administration References Committee 

says that the APS was suffering from a lack of investment in its people, its policy 

development and its digital and ICT capabilities. Summary: The shift from APS staff to 

labour hire has generated profits for multinational corporations but undermined APS 

capability, wasted expenditure on poor value-for-money ventures and weakened Pub lic 

Service delivery for Australians. 

The UK government set up a scheme to offer UK visas to prize-winning scientists to a tt ract 

the brightest & best in the world. Not a single application. 

Greece has set up a Strategic Foresight team within the Presidency. In collaboration with  

the Chair on Futures Research (UNESCO). It is studying Greece's innovation ecosystem to 

2035 and creating a State of the Future Index in Greece. The article identifies seven 

megatrends that will affect Greece.  An earlier PWC futures report on Greek infrastructure. 

The White House has created a new energy division of its Office of Science and 

Technology Policy (OSTP) and appointed Sally Benson, a well-known energy expert at 

Stanford University, to a high-level position to contribute to climate change policy. 

An opinion piece says ‘one word can sum up our government today: kakistocracy.’ 

Read  

(1) Series of studies about people’s policy preferences reported in two papers:  

a. Swim J.K. and N. Geiger. Policy attributes, perceived impacts, and climate change 

policy preferences. Journal of Environmental Psychology 2021. 

b. Geiger, N. et al. Using the three-pillar model of sustainability to understand lay 

reactions to climate policy: A multilevel approach. Environmental Science and 

Policy 2021 

(2) The John Button Oration: The Next Generation’s Australia  

(3) Professor Genevieve Bell delivered the 2021 Garran Oration this week, where she 

outlined the vision that Australia’s public sector leaders needed to create the kind of 

future we all need and want. (Professor Bell explained the need for leaders to regard  the 

future not as a comfortably distant point on the horizon but as something to actively build  

and work towards.) 

(4) Rethinking the commissioning of consultants for enhancing government policy 

capacity - Catherine Althaus, Lisa Carson & Ken Smith, Policy Sciences, October 2021 
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https://www.newdemocracy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EPB21-Media-Statement-Revised-14.11.pdf
https://www.newdemocracy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EBP21-IPA-Final-Report-5.11.2021.pdf
https://www.newdemocracy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EBP21-IPA-Final-Report-5.11.2021.pdf
https://www.newdemocracy.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/EBP21-Per-Capita-Final-Report-5.11.2021.pdf
https://evidencebasedpolicy.com.au/
https://evidencebasedpolicy.com.au/
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/research/building-people-up-growth-oriented-leadership-in-the-public-sector
https://www.anzsog.edu.au/resource-library/research/building-people-up-growth-oriented-leadership-in-the-public-sector
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/dec/04/why-trust-politicians-how-uk-voters-lost-faith-in-our-leaders
https://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/partnering-for-impact/cpi-anzsog-webinar-series/cpi-anzsog-series-system-stewardship
https://socialcarefuture.blog/2019/03/20/exploring-the-new-world-practical-insights-for-funding-commissioning-and-managing-in-complexity/
https://socialcarefuture.blog/2019/03/20/exploring-the-new-world-practical-insights-for-funding-commissioning-and-managing-in-complexity/
https://www.apsc.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/workforce-information/research-analysis-and-publications/state-service
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/CurrentAPSCapabilities/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Finance_and_Public_Administration/CurrentAPSCapabilities/Report
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2298455-uk-visa-scheme-for-prize-winning-scientists-receives-no-applications/
https://greekcitytimes.com/2021/11/25/7-megatrends-that-will-impact-greece-according-to-unesco-chair-on-futures-research/
https://www.pwc.com/gr/en/publications/Infrastructur_Greece_2019_EN.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2021/11/24/sally-benson-ostp-energy-climate/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Top+news%3A&utm_campaign=ATF+Daily
https://johnmenadue.com/one-word-can-sum-up-our-government-today-kakistocracy/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272494421001262
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0272494421001262
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901121002690
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1462901121002690
https://grattan.edu.au/news/john-button-oration-the-next-generations-australia/
https://www.ipaa.org.au/conference/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11077-021-09441-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs11077-021-09441-3
http://www.ajasn.com.au/
mailto:kate.delaney@jrcs.net.au
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-government-and-economics/vol/3/suppl/C?utm_campaign=STMJ_1638360751_TOPA_TOPOTR&utm_medium=SPPC&utm_source=TW&dgcid=STMJ_1638360751_TOPA_TOPOTR
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Two federal agencies (Home Affairs and Services Australia) are consolidating offices across Melbourne, 

Brisbane and Hobart, and planning for workstations to take remote working into account.  

 

Read 

 

 

 

https://www.themandarin.com.au/177054-agencies-plans-to-consolidate-offices-in-three-cities/?utm_campaign=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/10/13/china-s-influence-in-southeastern-central-and-eastern-europe-vulnerabilities-and-resilience-in-four-countries-pub-85415
https://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/assets/documents/storytelling-for-systems-change-report.pdf
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/natural-environment/biodiversity/fighting-plagues-and-predators
https://www.booktopia.com.au/accomplishment-michael-barber/book/9780241409916.html?msclkid=cf3a5a3ac965177f5a593ba4254c3fea&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=!%20Shopping%2090c&utm_term=4585169650599087&utm_content=All%20Custom%20Label
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/370
https://unsw.adfa.edu.au/sites/default/files/documents/PSRG_Things_Worth_Sharing_2021.pdf
https://islandpress.org/books/uncommon-knowledge-elinor-ostrom
https://frankdiana.medium.com/ai-2041-ten-visions-for-our-future-c8ffc44d89bc
https://apo.org.au/node/315305?mc_cid=9f3fe8936b&mc_eid=344f76da1b
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Thinking out loud: Framework from 2018 Behavioural Government report (left) showing biases that come into 

play in policymaking.  This might provide ideas for documenting insights from futures activities. 

 

 

 

 

https://apo.org.au/node/315328?mc_cid=9f3fe8936b&mc_eid=344f76da1b
https://www.thebci.org/resource/bci-cyber-resilience-report-2021.html?utm_source=BCI+-+All+Contacts+MASTER+LIST&utm_campaign=7084970477-BCI+Cyber+Resilience+Report+Launch01%2F12%2F21+11%3A13&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cec1e7cdea-7084970477-307146195
https://percapita.org.au/our_work/false-economy-the-economic-benefits-of-the-ndis-and-the-consequences-of-government-cost-cutting/?utm_source=Ideas+at+Per+Capita+Subscriber+List&utm_campaign=362470f9aa-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_28_12_33_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_729d41d83e-362470f9aa-261607821&mc_cid=362470f9aa&mc_eid=0a397ba971
https://assets.website-files.com/60f4f11d9441c94812eb8838/61a56c2694cd6eed9d753848_tip-report-disgust-and-distrust.pdf
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/BIT%20Behavioural%20Government%20Report.pdf
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Agriculture, food … 

Interesting post about Tenacious Ventures, Australia’s first specialist 

agrifood tech venture capital firm and what they have learned since 

its launch. 

Ultra-processed foods may be addictive, sharing more in common 

with tobacco products than with whole foods like apples or beans.  

(Lots of links in article.) 

The BBC speculates about the end the era of cheap food. ‘More 

than 100 countries signed up to the Glasgow Leaders Declaration on 

Forests, which aims to halt deforestation. This could see tougher 

action on cutting down forests in countries including Brazil and 

Indonesia to produce things such as soya, beef and palm oil w hich 

are then imported and consumed in richer, developed nations.  

A feed additive that reduces emissions of potent greenhouse gas 

methane from cattle could be the first of its kind to come to market  

in Europe after receiving a positive assessment from the European 

Food Safety Authority (EFSA). 

The new agriculture visa potentially makes exploitation of agricultural 

workers more common. 

The European Union approved locusts for sale as food, This follow s a  

similar decision on mealworm larvae earlier this year, possibly signalling a shift in the region’s approach to 

insects as food. U.K. government officials announced British farmers will be able to begin exporting their lamb 

to the U.S. next month, report. 

Su McCluskey has been appointed as the first special representative for Australian Agriculture . The role w ill 

promote Australian agriculture’s sustainability and innovation agenda internationally.  

 

Corona virus/pandemics (not exhaustive) 

A new COVID variant identified in a handful of European countries is raising concerns among some hea lth  

professionals because there are changes to the coronavirus spike protein that have never been seen before. 

Salesforce/Accenture scenarios for business planning for the Covid era (Peter Schwartz is chief futures officer 

for Salesforce.) 

Interesting exploration of how cultural tightness and looseness led to different responses to COVID. Here and 

here. 

 

Defence, National Security, Geopolitics, Emergency Management, etc.  

According to RAND: COVID-19 offered authoritarian regimes, such as China and Russia, an opportunity to 

manipulate news media to serve state ends. Researchers conducted a scalable proof-of-concept study for 

detecting state-level news manipulation. Using a scalable infrastructure for harvesting globa l news med ia , 

and using machine-learning and data analysis workflows, the research team found that both Russia and 

China appear to have employed information manipulation during the COVID-19 pandemic in service to their 

respective global agendas. The way they detected manipulation is explained – here. 

A new Army health brigade is to be established. Director of Army Health and Colonel, Toni Bushby sa id the 

new Health Brigade, the 2nd Brigade, would return to Army’s order of battle in 2023, after being disbanded in  

1946. 

A CSIRO study found global heating has caused  800% increase in average annual area burned in Australian 

bushfires Read: Conference Paper – Long- range fire weather predictions developed and service established 

as new capability for Australia. In an interview, the Intelligence Project's research director (Belfer Center) 

examines the recent assessment from entire U.S. intelligence community on the impacts of climate change 

on U.S. national security. Fires in arid Australia are extensive, largely unmanaged, often destructive and 

significantly under-reported. 

Opinion piece that discusses some of the key drivers of America’s collapse, ‘a process with better than 50/50 

odds of breaking the country apart in a great red-blue divorce by the end of this decade.’ 

https://blog.agthentic.com/we-built-an-agtech-vc-what-did-we-learn-ea5d84b6544a
https://blog.agthentic.com/we-built-an-agtech-vc-what-did-we-learn-ea5d84b6544a
https://theconversation.com/foods-high-in-added-fats-and-refined-carbs-are-like-cigarettes-addictive-and-unhealthy-165441?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2018%202021%20-%202119720980&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2018%202021%20-%202119720980+Version+B+CID_a8a40e741c976ad8ef1a57a76ab433a8&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=more%20in%20common%20with%20tobacco%20products%20than%20with%20whole%20foods%20like%20apples%20or%20beans
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-59263761
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/feed-cut-cow-methane-emissions-gets-provisional-nod-eu-2021-11-19/?taid=6197873ddc169600017554ef&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/feed-cut-cow-methane-emissions-gets-provisional-nod-eu-2021-11-19/?taid=6197873ddc169600017554ef&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.dfat.gov.au/people-people/international-labour-mobility/australian-agriculture-visa
https://theconversation.com/australias-new-agricultural-work-visa-could-supercharge-the-forces-of-exploitation-172304?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087+CID_4de0cb61e94ee128f68430d0b16a2b95&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australias%20new%20agricultural%20work%20visa%20could%20supercharge%20the%20forces%20of%20exploitation
https://theconversation.com/australias-new-agricultural-work-visa-could-supercharge-the-forces-of-exploitation-172304?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087+CID_4de0cb61e94ee128f68430d0b16a2b95&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Australias%20new%20agricultural%20work%20visa%20could%20supercharge%20the%20forces%20of%20exploitation
https://modernfarmer.com/2021/11/insects-as-food-migratory-locust-eu/
https://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=e0a18f47427527daad050be9bdd2c132e8383ba61d3c9a9acd39b53c8c87fdadb5cef6e0816332454fe326d7bcef367e
https://www.themandarin.com.au/176137-movers-shakers-aps-appointments-in-highest-band-ndis-commissioner-first-female-nsw-police-commissioner/?utm_campaign=TheJuice&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
https://www.jpost.com/health-and-wellness/coronavirus/new-covid-variant-found-in-france-reason-for-panic-or-not-quite-yet-684878
https://fortune.com/2021/10/27/business-planning-covid-salesforce-chief-futures-officer-pete-schwartz/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/09637214211025032
https://www.futurity.org/tight-loose-cultures-crisis-2665542-2/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA112-21.html?utm_source=AdaptiveMailer&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7014N000001SnimQAC&utm_term=00v4N00000X3KKkQAN&org=1674&lvl=100&ite=3835&lea=540367&ctr=0&par=1&trk=a0w4N000009JAPjQAO
https://news.defence.gov.au/service/boost-army-health
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-26/climate-change-increases-risk-of-megafires-csiro/100653146
https://www.afac.com.au/events/proceedings/06-10-21/article/long-range-fire-weather-predictions-developed-and-service-established-as-new-capability-for-australia
https://www.belfercenter.org/publication/how-climate-change-will-impact-national-security
https://theconversation.com/we-are-professional-fire-watchers-and-were-astounded-by-the-scale-of-fires-in-remote-australia-right-now-172773?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%207%202021%20-%202138821175&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20December%207%202021%20-%202138821175+CID_a1dae246be79f0f4858d2937212c670b&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=We%20are%20professional%20fire%20watchers%20and%20were%20astounded%20by%20the%20scale%20of%20fires%20in%20remote%20Australia%20right%20now
https://andrewmtanner.medium.com/how-will-the-united-states-break-up-a0fd90c38a2c
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/21-049.pdf


AJASN Newsletter Nov 2021  Page 5 of 9 

 

The CIA’s Center for the Study of Intelligence, released a revised edition of Getting to Know the P resident : 

Intelligence Briefings of Presidential Candidates and Presidents-Elect, 1952-2016. And what makes this edit ion 

new is that it includes a chapter on the 45th president that is titled, “Donald J. Trump—A Unique Challenge.” 

The Lowy Institute 2021 Asia Power Index measures comprehensive power for 26 countries across the Indo-

Pacific. New indicators track Covid19 vaccination performance and vaccine sharing. 

 

Economy  

The OECD Economic Outlook: A Balancing Act says that the global recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic is 

uneven and becoming imbalanced. The report highlights the continued benefits of vaccinations and strong 

policy support for the global economy, but also points to the risks and policy challenges arising from supply 

constraints and rising inflation pressures. 

For more than 30 years, climate advocates have pursued a strategy that can be described as ‘make the dirty 

stuff expensive’ i.e. put a price on carbon to make carbon emitting technologies costlier than low and zero -

carbon alternatives and catalyse a switch. But that strategy hasn’t worked. In contrast , the Breakthrough 

Agenda (COP 26) is an explicit commitment to a strategy to ‘make the clean stuff cheap’ i.e. use policy to 

drive down the costs of zero-carbon technologies until they put emitting technologies out of 

business. Research and  here shows that it might work. Australia’s first Bioenergy Roadmap (A RENA) and a  

related article. In the U.S. fossil fuel polluters might drag the country’s economy down with them – speculative 

article. Electrifying global vehicle fleets will require vast new troves of metals like cobalt and copper that may 

be tough to find without help from big data (i.e. AI.) Experts around the globe say nuclear fusion power, 

which holds the promise of clean and virtually limitless electricity, could be just around the corner. After nearly 

six decades with many promises but few results, new advancements may finally tip the scale, accord ing to 

the Financial Times. 

‘Long-run slowdowns in growth in rich countries are inevitable for reasons that we really don’t have control 

over’ … and ‘Nobody can say for sure exactly what’s going to happen, but there’s this long-term pattern of 

declining growth that has been visible since the middle of the last century.’ Do we need to start imagin ing a  

slow- to no-growth world? 

Report on a meeting about systems thinking and circular economy in city development work. 

Shadow treasurer Jim Chalmers this week gave an important speech to the Economic Society of Australia. He 

addressed COVID recovery, economic and fiscal policies proposed by the ALP, and proposed public sector 

institutional changes. 

The Circular Classroom is a free, multilingual educational resource for students and teachers alike, designed 

to integrate circular thinking into high school and upper secondary classrooms in Finland.  

 

Environment  

A recently published paper offers a policy evaluation framework, based on an extensive review of past 

national environment and sustainability policies over the last 30 years. This includes in national w ater, forest , 

biodiversity, fisheries, and land use policies. (Related article.) 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released the 2021 National Recycling Strategy. The st ra tegy 

calls for a circular economy approach to recycling. The ACT Government is opening access to zero interest  

loans for the purchase of zero-emission vehicles. Furniture retailer IKEA says it will be plastic-free by 2028. 
A new report from the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine makes clear that the U.S. 

is a big part of the plastics problem. 

A study on water security will consider how the allocation, governance and service delivery of water can be 

used to develop the Top End. Charles Darwin University (CDU), CQUniversity Australia (CQU) and James Cook 

University (JCU) will share in $5 million federal money from the Cooperative Research Centre for Dev elop ing 

Northern Australia (CRCNA) to undertake the research as part of what the government is calling an 

investment partnership.  

There is no such thing as pristine nature according to a growing body of research.  The research  show s that  

people have been shaping the planet for millennia (interesting tables in the article.) This is ‘muddying the very 

idea of wilderness and prompting calls for a revolution in ecology and conservation.’ 

https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/books-monographs/getting-to-know-the-president-fourth-edition/
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/books-monographs/getting-to-know-the-president-fourth-edition/
https://power.lowyinstitute.org/
https://www.oecd.org/economic-outlook/?utm_source=Adestra&utm_medium=email&utm_content=digitalreport&utm_campaign=ecooutlookdec2021&utm_term=eco
https://www.inet.ox.ac.uk/news/report-a-new-perspective-on-decarbonising-the-global-energy-system/
file://///Users/erichomemac/Downloads/Brochure-EEIST-2021IIB028-WEBv1.pdf
https://billmckibben.substack.com/p/were-finally-catching-a-break-in
https://arena.gov.au/assets/2021/11/australia-bioenergy-roadmap-report.pdf
https://theconversation.com/at-long-last-australia-has-a-bioenergy-roadmap-and-its-findings-are-startling-172235?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2023%202021%20-%202123221019&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2023%202021%20-%202123221019+CID_08b73c7c5c0e87bd4321d6656b0b1834&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=At%20long%20last%20Australia%20has%20a%20bioenergy%20roadmap%20%20and%20its%20findings%20are%20startling
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/12/03/fossil-fuels-downfall-could-be-americas-too/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Weekend+Reader%3A&utm_campaign=Weekend+Reader+Email
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/12/03/fossil-fuels-downfall-could-be-americas-too/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Weekend+Reader%3A&utm_campaign=Weekend+Reader+Email
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/electric-cars-are-powered-by-rare-metals-can-ai-help-find-them?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Top+news%3A&utm_campaign=ATF+Daily
https://www.ft.com/content/33942ae7-75ff-4911-ab99-adc32545fe5c
https://www.ft.com/content/33942ae7-75ff-4911-ab99-adc32545fe5c
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41562-021-01229-y
https://medium.com/systemschangefi/how-can-systems-thinking-be-used-to-build-circular-cities-d3875d52663a
https://www.jimchalmers.org/latest-news/speeches/the-right-kind-of-recovery/
http://www.circularclassroom.com/
https://circularclassroom.com/students/
https://circularclassroom.com/educators/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/14486563.2021.1959427
https://theconversation.com/im-an-expert-in-what-makes-good-policy-and-the-morrison-governments-net-zero-plan-fails-on-6-crucial-counts-171595?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2017%202021%20-%202117420961&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2017%202021%20-%202117420961+CID_0aa0c0d56d8c58090d1b4a29241ff88e&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Im%20an%20expert%20in%20what%20makes%20good%20policy%20and%20the%20Morrison%20governments%20net-zero%20plan%20fails%20on%206%20crucial%20counts
https://www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy
https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/home
https://www.climatechoices.act.gov.au/home
https://www.treehugger.com/ikea-assembles-future-without-plastic-packaging-5211773?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Weekend+Reader%3A&utm_campaign=Weekend+Reader+Email
https://www.nap.edu/resource/other/dels/plastics-in-the-ocean/
https://www.crcna.com.au/
https://www.crcna.com.au/
https://knowablemagazine.org/article/food-environment/2021/why-theres-no-such-thing-pristine-nature?utm_source=email&utm_medium=knowable-newsletter&utm_campaign=K_newsletter_2021-12-05
https://knowablemagazine.org/article/food-environment/2021/why-theres-no-such-thing-pristine-nature?utm_source=email&utm_medium=knowable-newsletter&utm_campaign=K_newsletter_2021-12-05
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Fifteen countries and the European Commission, representing over 60% of global primary energy use, hav e 

together founded the Energy Efficiency Hub as a platform for global collaboration. The Hub will inform 

Members’ policymaking and communicate emerging best practices. So far, CCS (carbon capture & storage) 

at U.S. power plants has been a failure. There is only one commercial-scale CCS power plant operation in the 

world, in Canada, and its captured carbon dioxide is used to extract more oil from wells – a p rocess ca lled  

enhanced oil recovery. 

Climate…  

This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think tanks on climate 

issues, notably the European Green Deal, a set of policy initiatives by the European Commission with the 

overarching aim of making Europe climate neutral by mid-century. 

Profound Climate Change May Be Inevitable, but Society Can Go On (undark.org) explains the Deep 

Adaptation movement that says assume disastrous climate change will occur. The Deep Adaptation 

movement (founded in 2018 by a sustainability professor) creates says that people build psychological 

resilience by contemplating four guiding questions: What do we most value that we want to keep and how? 

That’s a question of resilience. What could we let go of so as not to make matters worse? That’s a question of 

relinquishment. What could we bring back to help us with these difficult times? That’s a question of 

restoration. With what and whom shall we make peace as we awaken to our common mortali ty? Tha t ’s a  

question of reconciliation. 

This article suggests oxygen levels in water are the next casualty of climate change (marine). Esp. bad for 

fisheries. 

Canada's official environment watchdog rapped the Liberal (Trudeau) government for incoherent and 

poorly designed efforts to slow climate change. 

An analysis of over 300,000 tweets from the past five years found that climate deniers have been p romoting 

at least four major narratives based on drumming up fears of government control to prevent effective 

climate policies, particularly in the United States.  

New research finds mixed links between heat–humidity and suicide rates. (Question posed: Will Climate 

Change Increase Suicide Rates?) 

This article examines the mixed outcome of the UN climate summit and looks ahead to the prospects of it 

leading to significant action on climate. Opinion piece that asserts ‘economic models are so fundamentally 

flawed’ that the climate discourse would be better off without it. 

 

Foresight 

Column on ‘The rise and fall of scenario planning.’ 

In March the U.S. National Intelligence Council (NIC) 

offered five scenarios for global development in 2040. Tw o 

months later the OECD released three scenarios for the 

future of global cooperation in 2035. An article looks at 

whether the scenarios are similar, different, closely a ligned 

or wildly divergent? A short summary (in the article) ‘In short, 

lots of similarities like growing fragmentation, increased 

digitalization, and a gradual breakdown in international 

cooperation and trade. On the flip side, the NIC scenarios, 

unlike the OECD’s, spotlight growing and significant PRC challenges to world stability, while the OECD is more 

concerned with the power aggregating to the private sector and novel risks such as those from artificial 

intelligence.’ 

Methods: four ways to combine future scenarios with causal-loop diagrams (influence diagrams.) Helps with 

visualisation. 

McKinsey has published a special collection on the Future of America. 

The third in a series of ten blogs based on a report to the European Commission to develop a system for using 

foresight to develop EU R&I policy was published. The Report is available via this link. The first blog described 

four global scenarios for 2040. The second looked in more detail at one global scenario – OAK – the scenario 

that most closely reflects the current state of the world.  This third blog post describes an interactive use of the 

https://www.thelongtimeproject.org/#work
http://newsletter.oecd.org/c/13RZaCGchDmbyExtU9wr8PmgG
https://theconversation.com/why-the-oil-industrys-pivot-to-carbon-capture-and-storage-while-it-keeps-on-drilling-isnt-a-climate-change-solution-171791?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Science%20Editors%20Picks%20%20November%2024%202021%20-%202124921036&utm_content=Science%20Editors%20Picks%20%20November%2024%202021%20-%202124921036+Version+B+CID_7a42f412086d8780fcc34360ff7834b3&utm_source=campaign_monitor_us&utm_term=Why%20the%20oil%20industrys%20pivot%20to%20carbon%20capture%20and%20storage%20%20while%20it%20keeps%20on%20drilling%20%20isnt%20a%20climate%20change%20solution
https://www.power-technology.com/projects/sask-power-boundary-dam/
https://epthinktank.eu/2021/11/17/climate-change-what-think-tanks-are-thinking-5/
https://epthinktank.eu/2021/11/17/climate-change-what-think-tanks-are-thinking-5/
https://undark.org/2021/11/18/profound-climate-change-may-be-inevitable-but-society-can-go-on/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/oureconomy/criticise-deep-adaptation-start-here/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/marine-oxygen-levels-are-the-next-great-casualty-of-climate-change/?amp;text=Marine
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/canadas-emissions-cutting-efforts-falling-short-environment-watchdog-2021-11-25/?taid=61a00e789a8dbd0001045c82&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.reuters.com/business/cop/canadas-emissions-cutting-efforts-falling-short-environment-watchdog-2021-11-25/?taid=61a00e789a8dbd0001045c82&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.desmog.com/2021/11/16/four-major-climate-denial-scare-tactics-twitter/
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/disaster-choice/202111/will-climate-change-increase-suicide-rates?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Climate+news%3A&utm_campaign=TDC+Daily
https://yale.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b70b711355cbb09eb9f5e5702&id=a2fa7c4071&e=0f252a1b33
https://undark.org/2021/11/11/its-time-we-stop-listening-to-economists-on-climate-change/
https://thenextwavefutures.wordpress.com/2021/11/26/the-rise-and-fall-of-scenario-planning/?blogsub=subscribed#subscribe-blog
https://www.dni.gov/files/ODNI/documents/assessments/GlobalTrends_2040.pdf
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/df7ebc33-en.pdf?expires=1630316738&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=CE358D9376498C8856CE309190A482F5
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/df7ebc33-en.pdf?expires=1630316738&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=CE358D9376498C8856CE309190A482F5
https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2021/11/todays-top-global-scenarios-share-similarities-noteworthy-differences-including-beijings-role/
https://blog.kumu.io/exploring-the-future-four-ways-to-combine-future-scenarios-with-causal-loop-diagrams-78a6869af05f
https://email.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/sustainable-inclusive-growth/future-of-america?__hScId__=v70000017d58b81a84b828ab6e966f4650&__hRlId__=89817d3a5b70427d0000021ef3a0bcd0&__hDId__=89817d3a-5b70-427d-b6f6-5b8d887fd42b&__hSD__=d3d3Lm1ja2luc2V5LmNvbQ==&cid=other-eml-alt-mip-mck&hdpid=89817d3a-5b70-427d-b6f6-5b8d887fd42b&hctky=2826246&hlkid=f873ab0bc9594cf4b699aad5504e6feb
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e436b4b6-fa50-11eb-b520-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-222702137
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/e436b4b6-fa50-11eb-b520-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-222702137
https://samiconsulting.co.uk/using-foresight-to-develop-strategy-and-policy/
https://samiconsulting.co.uk/ec-safire-scenarios-sample-life-in-oak/
https://samiconsulting.co.uk/ec-safire-scenarios-sample-life-in-oak/
https://samiconsulting.co.uk/ec-safire-scenarios-the-journey-game/
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scenarios that explores the impacts of trends and changes on the trajectory towards the future and also 

assists in monitoring leading indicators that the possible futures might be emerging.  

A tool for transforming resistance to insights in decision-making – blog post and related video. 

Futures briefs: 

❖ Our Seafood Technology Future by Tony Hunter  

 

 

 

Throwback: The internet unearthed an old article, written by Pete Leyden and Peter Schwartz, from the July 

1997 issue of WIRED magazine that made some eerily prophetic predictions about the 21st century that 

have come true in one way or another - including a pandemic, skyrocketing energy prices, climate change 

and Brexit. 

 

 

Health 

Common food additives alter the gut microbiome – new research. 

The federal government committed $10 million to the establishment of the Healthy Environments A nd Liv es 

(HEAL) Network that will focus on the threats to community health posed by ‘changing environmental 

conditions and extreme weather events.’ The national network will be open to policymakers, p ract itioners, 

researchers and community members who will collaborate to address scenarios including urban health, 

bushfires, food security, heatwaves and other extreme events, and biosecurity. 

This article says the WHO (World Health Organisation) has used sketchy evidence to justify a  new  d isease –  

[internet] gaming addiction. The article alludes to the possibility that the disease was named as a  d isease 

under political pressure from China and others. Quote: ‘It’s an extreme example of people pathologising 

things they find distasteful.’ 

NESTA (UK Think Tank) suggests policy should look at the ‘food environment’ e.g. food deserts and not 

individuals to reduce obesity in the UK. The argument is change availability, accessibility,  a ffordability  and 

advertising of food to halve the prevalence of obesity among (UK) adults by 2030. Related: The role of 

Australian local governments in creating a healthy, sustainable and equitable food system. 

Read: Meat and mental health: A meta-analysis of meat consumption, depression, and anxiety 

Quote from an article about futurists (loosely defined): ‘Tech titan predictions are both compelling and so 

profoundly biased that they should probably be understood as something else: threats to compet itors, 

promises to investors, positive affirmations for the titans themselves.’ 

https://i2insights.org/2021/11/30/improving-decision-making/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsFz1H447kk&t=9s
https://ymlptrack9.net/44ac3ummeaiaewmjwafauemanaeeju/click.php
https://archive.org/details/eu_Wired-1997-07_OCR/page/n133/mode/2up
https://twitter.com/Leah_Zaidi/status/1462930674579644417
https://newatlas.com/health-wellbeing/food-additive-emulsifier-cmc-gut-bacteria-inflammation/?utm_source=New+Atlas+Subscribers&utm_campaign=058b56d3c8-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_12_01_11_51&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_65b67362bd-058b56d3c8-89997790
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/current-staff/heal-network#:~:text=Announced%20today%20by%20Health%20Minister%2C%20the%20Hon%20Greg,address%20climate%20change%20and%20its%20impacts%20on%20health.
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/newsroom/current-staff/heal-network#:~:text=Announced%20today%20by%20Health%20Minister%2C%20the%20Hon%20Greg,address%20climate%20change%20and%20its%20impacts%20on%20health.
https://unherd.com/2021/11/whats-china-got-against-gaming/?tl_inbound=1&tl_groups%5b0%5d=18743&tl_period_type=3&mc_cid=7084842c67&mc_eid=20ba97ac35
https://www.nesta.org.uk/blog/our-failing-food-system/
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-11/apo-nid315222.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2021-11/apo-nid315222.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10408398.2021.1974336
https://medium.com/systemschangefi/how-might-we-establish-systems-thinking-practice-as-a-professional-field-3fec084a178d
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/23/business/dealbook/futurology-predictions.html
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Science and Technology 

Here is a post explaining different models of long-run technological progress in simple terms. 

The ABC reported: ‘Telecommunications companies will soon be able to block scam text messages from 

being sent in the first place, thanks to regulatory changes by the government.’ (Using AI and algorithms) 

Researchers are looking at the ethical implications of using Artificial Intelligence in the food sector.  A rt ificia l 

intelligence could be used to accurately predict tsunamis. 

An analysis by CSIRO’s strategic and economic advisory arm suggests spending on research and 

development can earn annual yields of 10%, even if there are delays or cost overruns. 

Article: UK retractions increased by over 3,000% in past 20 years, MPs told - Research Professional News 

 

Society  

Renters will no longer be pursued over accidental property damage after investigations and a campaign by 

CHOICE and WEstjustice. 

The anti-natalist philosopher David Benatar argues that it would be better if no one had children ever again. 

The Government’s proposed anti-trolling legislation conflates defamation with trolling – interesting 

commentary on the efficacy of the proposed legislation. 

 

Resources 

a. Tools  

 

b. Read 

❖ The Pentagon has created a new department to study UFOs – the Airborne Object Identification and 

Management Synchronization Group (AOIMSG) 

c. Watch/listen 

❖ A new 5-part series from MIT Technology Review and ProPublica looks at the money, people and 

technology behind the explosion of ransomware that is delivering hundreds of millions of dolla rs to 

cybercriminals around the world. 

d. Other 

❖ ABOUT the EFL | Energy Futures Lab (Alberta, Canada) – newsletter sign up Newsletter | Energy 

Futures Lab 

❖ “How do we spot a truly bad idea?” Here's three ways to do just that - source:  

o The idea leaves no room for debate or critique. In other words, any challenge to the 

accepted dogma means you’re the enemy, a traitor, and must be shut down. 

o The idea speaks in terms of urgency and absolute certainty. With instant access to 

information, we’ve also become a much more reactionary society. Opinions are formed 

too quickly, and before all the facts are in, the narratives are set, and the lines are drawn.  

o The idea blatantly ignores context. This is the wilful discarding of key details in  a  story that  

are, let’s say, “inconvenient.” When an idea leads with a definitive conclusion based on 

limited information and lacking an appreciation for nuance, then you’ve hit the jackpot.  

 

  

https://mattsclancy.substack.com/p/combinatorial-innovation-and-technological
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-11-29/government-changing-regulations-to-combat-scam-text-messages/100657702?utm_source=sfmc%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8b&utm_medium=email%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8b&utm_campaign=abc_news_politics_sfmc_20211203%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8b&utm_term=%e2%80%8b&utm_id=1784215%e2%80%8b%e2%80%8b&sfmc_id=223388071
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/11/211112121508.htm
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-021-02483-w
https://www.csiro.au/work-with-us/services/consultancy-strategic-advice-services/CSIRO-futures/Futures-reports/Quantifying-Australias-returns-to-innovation
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-news-uk-open-access-2021-12-uk-retractions-increased-by-over-3-000-in-past-20-years-mps-told/
https://www.choice.com.au/money/property/renting/articles/huge-win-for-renters-landlord-insurers-change-policies
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/persons-of-interest/the-case-for-not-being-born
https://theconversation.com/the-governments-planned-anti-troll-laws-wont-help-most-victims-of-online-trolling-172743?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087&utm_content=Latest%20from%20The%20Conversation%20for%20November%2030%202021%20-%202130321087+CID_4de0cb61e94ee128f68430d0b16a2b95&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=The%20governments%20planned%20anti-troll%20laws%20wont%20help%20most%20victims%20of%20online%20trolling
https://www.vice.com/en/article/93byxd/the-pentagon-forms-new-department-to-watch-and-study-ufos?mc_cid=3b6342276f&mc_eid=3cd3b26720
https://technologyreview.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=47c1a9cec9749a8f8cbc83e78&id=0b08caf895&e=3cd3b26720
https://energyfutureslab.com/about-the-efl/
https://energyfutureslab.com/newsletter/
https://energyfutureslab.com/newsletter/
https://www.nufuturist.com/blog/taking-out-the-trash-3-ways-to-manage-ideas-at-scale?cid=7274ec61-f4f8-413a-8439-854904e3756f
https://caul.libguides.com/open-research-toolkit#OpenAccess
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Kees van der Heijden’s chart in Scenarios and the Art of Strategic Conversation, which SOIF tweeted recently: 

 

 


